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“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, with music 
composed by Franz Gruber.  The carol was first performed on Christmas Eve in 
1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria.  Legend says the church 
organ was broken, prompting Gruber to compose a simple guitar 
accompaniment. Subsequently accompanied by many instruments and 
translated into many languages, the text paints the picture of the incarnation. 
The last phrase is repeated, so in the second stanza we hear it twice: “Christ 
the Savior is born!” Every word of that phrase is significant, and every line of 
the Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved hymn to 
ponder the profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas. 
 
 
 

 
The Twelve Days of Christmas are the days between Christmas Day and 
January 6. What is special about January 6? It is the day when the Christian 
Church celebrates the Festival of the Epiphany. Epiphany comes from a Greek 
word meaning “reveal.” When the Savior was born, he was first revealed as 
love’s pure light to Israelites: Mary, Joseph, the shepherds. Today we see the 
Lord miraculously guiding foreigners across countless miles so the Savior’s 
holy face could be revealed to them as well. The Festival of Epiphany is 
sometimes known as Christmas for the Gentiles. We Gentiles (non-Jews) 
rejoice in the good news that this Jewish baby is a gift for all people, Christ the 
Savior of the world. 
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Opening Hymn 371 A Child Is Born in Bethlehem 

 

 

 
 

5 Then low they kneel in rev’rent fear, 

    rev’rent fear, 

exclaiming, “God and man is here!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 For such a season, rich in grace, 

    rich in grace, 

to God forevermore be praise! 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Latin, 13th cent.; (sts. 1–3, 6, 8): tr. Christopher J. Neuendorf. alt.; (sts. 4–5, 7): tr. Christian Worship, 2021 
Tune: 13th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text (sts. 1–3, 6, 8): © 2014 Christopher J. Neuendorf, admin. Northwestern Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 7): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: Public domain 

 

7 All filled with joy at Jesus’ birth, 

    Jesus’ birth, 

we bless the Lord who came to earth. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

8 All praise the Holy Trinity, 

    Trinity, 

from now unto eternity! 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
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O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord  

 



5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 

The prophet foretold that one born king of the Jews would draw kings from 
distant nations to the light of his glory. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 72 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith Tune: Henry T. Smart 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:2–12 

Paul explains that that people from all nations are united as equals in the 
Savior’s kingdom of grace. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 

Magi from the east were the first in a long line of Gentiles would join Israel in 
worshiping Jesus as King. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn 370 How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

 

 

 

 

Hymn continues on next page. 
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Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608, abr., adapt; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

We Praise You, O God  
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Offering 

 

WELS Connection 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations your 

one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to come at last 

to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of faith of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 

faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 

your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 337 Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–1885 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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