
GRACE 
The God/Man Relationship 

 

In the Beginning 
 

The Dream 
 
Have you ever had a dream?  Have you ever thought about something and imagined what it 
would be like if you could make your dream come true?  Of course, this is a rhetorical question.  
We have all had such dreams. 
 
My dream was a red sports car.  When I was a young boy riding my bicycle for miles around my 
childhood home on the southside of Indianapolis, I imagined the bicycle was a red sports car.  I 
would peddle it as fast as I could and make vroom sounds as I dreamed about that red sports 
car.  For many years a dream was all it was.  Then in 1995 my dream came true in the shape of a 
Nissan 240SX.  And while this 240SX was burgundy, not red, we will say it was red for purposes 
of the story. 
 
One day I was working in my office at home. My wife and oldest son were out shopping.  My 
youngest son entered my office and asked if he could borrow my car.  He asked to drive my red 
sports car.  I placed the keys into his hand and told him to be careful.  After some minutes 
passed, I heard the door chimes.  I assumed my wife had returned from shopping and I 
returned to my work.  Shortly though I realized that someone was standing quietly in the 
doorway to my office.  It was my youngest son who had just borrowed my red sports car.  I 
could tell from looking at him that all was not well.  I asked him if he was alright.  He assured 
me he was.  I then asked him what he had done.  He hesitantly told me that as well.  He had 
been distracted and wrecked my red sports car.  My son was uninjured, but my red sports car 
was a wreck. 
 
Have you ever had a prized possession that you placed in the care of another person only to 
have something horrible happen?  I imagine we all have had such an experience.  I also imagine 
we have all, at one time or another, been responsible for wrecking another person’s dream.  
When I was about the same age my son was when he wrecked my red sports car, I wrecked the 
family car under very similar circumstances.  My son and I have often discussed how fortunate 
we both were that my experience of having wrecked the family car moderated my reaction to 
him wrecking my red sports car. 
 
You may wonder where this is leading.  I promise it will soon be clear.  But for now, let us go 
back to the beginning. 
 



The Beginning of Grace 
 
I don’t know how long God pondered the creation, or even if he pondered it at all.  All we can 
say for certain is that at some point in time before time began, God had a thought, he spoke 
that thought and his spoken word caused something to be created that had not previously 
existed.  As we will see later, this was not just the beginning of creation, but it was also the 
beginning of grace.   
 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that 
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.”  
(Genesis  1:1-5 ESV) 
 
The Hebrew word translated as hovering in verse two can also be translated as brooding, “The 
Spirit of God brooded over the face of the waters.”  Then God spoke and where the had been 
no light there was light.  “God saw that the light was good.” 
 
To fully understand God’s passion for His creation, let’s look at the rest of the creation 
narrative.  
 
“And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were 
under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called 
the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.” 
 
The Bible uses the word Heaven is two ways. One means the abode of God and the other 
means the sky, what you see when you look up.  The Genesis writer refers to the expanse as a 
spread-out place.  Since the abode of God already existed, it is reasonable to understand that 
this spread-out place refers to the sky.  That also explains what is meant by separating the 
waters.  The water under the sky is the liquid water on the surface of the Earth.  The water 
above the expanse is the water vapor we call clouds. 
 
We will now continue with Genesis 1 verse 9. 
 
“And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, “Let the earth 
sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day.  



 
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the 
night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights 
in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the 
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  
 
And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and every 
living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  
 
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and 
everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” 
(Genesis 1:6-25 ESV) 
 
Repeatedly we are told that God saw what He had made and that it was good.  Have you ever 
taken raw materials in your hand and made something new?  After making it did you stand back 
and say to yourself, “hey, that’s pretty cool?”  Now I know it is treading on dangerous ground to 
ascribe human emotions to God.  But have you read what God said to Job about the things that 
he had made?   
 
““Can you direct the movement of the stars— binding the cluster of the Pleiades or loosening 
the cords of Orion? Can you direct the constellations through the seasons or guide the Bear 
with her cubs across the heavens? Do you know the laws of the universe? Can you use them to 
regulate the earth?”  (Job 38:31-33 NLT) 
 
In human terms, it sounds like God is proud of what he has made.  At the very least the creation 
is a very precious thing to him. 
 
For the better part of six days God created almost everything: the earth, sun and moon, the 
planets, stars, galaxies and the whole universe.  He filled the sea with fish, the sky with birds 
and the dry land with cattle and all manner of creeping thing.  Then he stopped.  He stopped 
and thought. He was making plans for man. 
 
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26 NASB) 



 
“Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being.”  (Genesis 2:7 NASB) 
 
“God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. 
 
God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and 
subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.”  Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall 
be food for you;  and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing 
that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so. 
(Genesis 1:27-30 NASB) 
 
“The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom 
He had formed.  Out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to 
the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.”  (Genesis 2:8 & 9 NASB) 
 
God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.”  (Genesis 1:31 NASB) 
 
This bears repeating.  After six days of making His thoughts become reality, “God saw all that he 
had made, and behold, it was very good.”  It wasn’t just ok.  It was VERY GOOD. 
 
Ok, there was a lot there.  Let’s take a deeper look at what we just read about the creation of 
man.  Unpacking these verses, we see that God’s relationship with man has always been one of 
grace.  We will look at four acts of grace that characterizes God’s love for mankind. 
 

1.  God made man in his own image.  Like a child bears the likeness of its parents, we bear 
the likeness of God.  We are his children in the truest sense of the word. Jesus said, “If 
you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”   Man did 
nothing to deserve this gift.  By God’s grace man was made in the image of God. 
 

2. God breathed his own breath of life into man.  In the simplest terms God started man 
breathing.  Digging down into Genesis 2:7 we see a deeper meaning.  The Hebrew word 
breath can also be interpreted as spirit.  This seems to be an appropriate understand 
here.  The breath of life is the living spirit that God gifted to man.  Notice that after 
breathing the breath of life into man’s nostrils, man became a living being – a person 
with a spirit living within.  Man did nothing to deserve this gift.  By God’s grace man 
became a living spirit. 
 



3. God gave man control over everything God had created.  Everything.  God poured all of 
himself into his creation and then turned it over to man.  He put the keys to the red 
sports car into the hands of man.  Man did nothing to deserve this gift.  By God’s grace 
man was given dominion over God’s creation. 
 

4. God provided everything man needed to live and to do so comfortably.  This wasn’t 
survival training.  God didn’t drop them in an inhospitable desert and tell them they 
were on their own.  He placed them in a garden and provided everything they needed to 
live a comfortable life.  Man did nothing to deserve this gift.  By God’s grace all that man 
has came from God.   
 

 
From the very beginning God’s relationship with mankind has been one of grace, God giving us 
gifts that we do not deserve, could not purchase, could do no work to obtain.  Everything, even 
our existence, is a free unmerited gift from God.  
 
Next week we will look at The Fall of Man.  We often call it the fall from grace, but I think we 
will see that it was a fall into grace.  God gave man everything.  He even put man in charge of all 
that God had created, man wrecked it and then God set about making it right. 
 
I leave you with this verse from Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of 
men, yet they cannot fathom the work that God has done from beginning to end.” 
 
 


