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Leadership Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
 
 

“Love God.  Love Others.  Share Christ with the World” 

 
  
ATTENDEES 
Board Members: John Lohr (Vice-Chair), Pastor Garry Livermon, Rick Machamer, 
Karen Bossieux, Eric Shuey, Jim Wright, and Tammy Rojek. Trustee: Richard Collins. 
Missing Dorothy Freneaux (Chair), Scott Dormire and Michael Diggs. MLT: Gretchen 
Tisone, Stacey Cooprider and Donna Grannan. Congregation members: Becky 
Livermon, Claude and Oline Gilmer  
 
Note: Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the meeting was held via Zoom.   
 
1. Open Prayer 

Rick opened with prayer. 
 

2. Approval of the June 16, 2020 minutes 
Motion by John  
Seconded by Karen 
Passed Unanimous 
 

3. Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Garry shared: 
Ministries in the church are going strong, this includes the Youth Group and the 
church office. Especially proud of Harrison Merriman for leading praise and worship 
without a band, a heavy task under pandemic circumstances.  
The congregation has been confused by the two forms needed to attend services, the 
registration form registers them to attend and the health form clears them of any 
covid health issues.  
The Bishop just released a new form called the Entryway Health Acknowledgement 
Form. Those showing up to attend the service can fill out the form and answer a few 
health questions to attend the service and not be turned away. 
Karen asked if there is a fever check? Donna shared that we do have a no touch 
thermometer. 
Harbor House is holding two services, Friday evening service and an early morning 
Wednesday devotional. Also, they just began another Alpha group via Zoom and have 
12 signed up. Harbor House is sharing the prayer room with the Healing Center. It is 
important that it be shared in a fair, firm and consistent manner.    

 
4. Treasurer’s Report  

Rick shared: 
The monthly reports. Line item #6220 Worship Equipment remains untouched as 
donations have been received to cover any expenses.  
The congregation continues to be faithful with the tithe and offerings. We are in a 
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surplus—no deficit. The LB asked that Rick create a 2-minute video expressing our 
thankfulness for their continued support. The video will be broadcasted prior to the 
Sunday morning service. Stacey offered to help if needed.  
The pastor’s discretionary fund helped several in the congregation with car repairs 
and doctor bills.  
The $2600 tithe for July was rolled over to next month. (Update: $500 was donated to 
Grove for needed school supplies.) 

 
5. Gretchen Tisone – Preschool Update for the Fall  

Gretchen shared: 
An update on the summer camps and what Covid-19 steps they have put in place to 
protect the campers and teachers. They are meeting the General Conference, Social 
Services and State guidelines. Along with sanitizing, they have creative ways to keep 
the campers and teachers separated to meet the 6ft social distance requirement, 
teachers are wearing masks, each child has their own school box (pencils, crayons, 
etc.) and snacks are individually bagged.  
These steps will continue into the preschool year. Before school begins, parents will 
be required to fill out a covid waiver. A Drop & Drive event is planned enabling 
parents and children to drop off required school forms and meet their teachers while 
in their vehicle. Most of the students are returning so it will be a full school year. It 
was a challenge to sort tuition payments as some payments had been rolled over 
from last year when the preschool closed because of the pandemic. To keep 
everyone safely distanced, they might need to facilitate two classrooms in the 
sanctuary as per the Safe Sanctuary clause--discussion about this possibility will 
continue with the group revising the policy and following-up with the LB. Teachers are 
1 to every 10 kids and the kids are colored coded to keep them separated. Richard 
expressed his concern about that ratio. 
Gretchen continues to meet with other directors to compare notes.  
Stacey asked if the public-school opening will affect the preschool. No, private 
schools operate separately since they are independent. Most of the private schools in 
the area have already announced they will be open. If there are any issues, August 
5th will be the cutoff date.   
Rick thanked Gretchen for her hard work. Pastor Garry also added a thank you to 
Donna for helping with the tuition payments challenge.  
 

6. Old Business 
Phase III church reopening for other activities 
Per the Bishop, we are technically in Phase ll with the expectation that there will be 
steps within Phase ll (Phase ll-1, Phase ll-2, etc.). At this time only Sunday morning 
church services are allowed.  

 
7. New Business 
 

Marie’s Roles/Duties – how are they being covered/future plans? 
Pastor Garry shared that he is covering the duties with the help of Becky, Eric, 
Stuart Winner, Budd Bonn and the MLT. Discussion will continue on future plans.  
 
Feedback regarding 2 services – Pastor Garry and congregation 
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Pastor Garry shared that he is excited to preach to “people” again. Being able to 
minister in person makes a big difference. Since reopening, there have been good 
crowds in attendance, but it was determined that only one service was needed. 
Hence, Saturday evening services were canceled, this would also save the expense 
of extra cleaning services. 
It is awkward not being able to sing but Harrison is doing a good job, and everyone is 
being compliant. In the last service, Harrison shared prerecorded worship, having him 
sing instead of just playing his guitar on stage really added to the service.   
Karen asked why Pastor Garry had to leave his mask on while preaching – it is a 
General Conference rule. The Bishop remains firm with masks and no singing.  
Rick asked if the audience could be panned during the service.  Stacey shared that 
with only one camera panning is not possible. The church recently switched to Vimeo 
for better streaming, hopefully this will allow better streaming and other opportunities. 
Eric and Tammy shared that being back in the sanctuary is great. Wonderful to 
fellowship with others and enjoy the presence of God together. It feels somewhat 
normal. Richard asked the LB to share with the congregation that they shouldn’t be 
afraid to attend.  

 
Future of Church with pending denominational changes – LB next steps 
John led the on-going discussion.  Pastor Garry shared that Dorothy’s heart is to 
share this discussion in person soon. He also shared that renewal groups have come 
up with “New Expression of Methodism as of Sept. 2021” since the decision will be 
made at the August 2021 General Conference.  
John asked if we must wait that long before a decision is made. The hope is that we 
will know much earlier.   
In preparation for the change, WCA is reviewing and revising the Book of Discipline. 
It should be posted on the WCA website soon. One change includes limited tenure 
for Bishops. Karen asked if any of the Wesleyan churches have the same Book of 
Discipline? Pastor Garry shared that pastors of those churches (Wesleyan, Assembly 
of God) expect that they will experience the same situation within their denomination 
in about 10-20 years. Jim shared his concern about not being God driven, all 
decisions need to be looked at very carefully. He also shared his concern about WCA 
and their motive. It was shared that once the decision within the Methodist church is 
decided, WCA will fold—they have nothing to gain.  
John shared that we need to get feedback from congregation so that we are all in 
agreement on how to move forward. 
 

8. Ending Prayer 
Eric closed in prayer. 

 
9. Adjourn 
 

10. Next LB meeting is August 18, 2020  


