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What Does the Bible Say about…Leadership? 
 

Leadership is important for any organization. 

Leaders are committed to making the group or 

organization better. This is especially true for 

churches. The difference between church lead-

ers and those in other groups is that church 

leaders must have spiritual and biblical quali-

ties. The Great Commission won’t be fulfilled by 

those who don’t walk with God.  
 

In 1 Timothy 3, Paul lists those qualities for 

leaders and their wives. Much of the New Testa-

ment challenges all believers to be like Christ, 

not just the leaders. For example, the book of 

Galatians was written to an entire church, so the 

fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23 is to be 

cultivated in all of us.  

 

Love – selfless & sacrificial; putting others first.  

Joy – gladness that comes from being in a rela-

tionship with Jesus and an enthusiasm for His 

mission.  

Peace – resting in a relationship with Jesus, but 

also seeks to “mend fences” between others and 

isn’t divisive.  

Patience – perseverance in adversity; slow to 

anger.  

Kindness – moral goodness; treats others well 

publicly and privately.  

Goodness – upright in heart and life.  

Faithfulness – strong spiritual conviction in and 

devotion to God that leads to godly actions. 

Gentleness – humble and meek.  

Self-control – the ability to master one’s sensu-

al appetites. 

 

In September, you will have an opportunity to 

nominate people for various leadership posi-

tions. Please nominate those people who strive 

to produce the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. 

No one is perfect, but the Spirit’s fruit is evident 

in those who are trying to walk with Him.  

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 

with the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25). 
 

God bless you all, 

Tom 

Hitting A Wall 
 

As he walked into 

my classroom that 

Monday afternoon, 

the first thing I no-

ticed was the brace 

on his arm, so I of 

course asked him gently what happened, to 

which he replied he got mad and hit a wall. I 

would like to say I was surprised, but I was 

not; a steady line of hardships and struggles 

hurled in his direction had left him with a long 

history of bracing for the future with no end in 

sight. 
 

Some days I feel the same. I look back at what 

God has brought me through and I see a 

steady line of hardships and struggles hurled 

in my direction and no clear end in sight. Life 

is simply hard sometimes. 
 

Some days I can sail right over life’s frustra-

tions and complications with a smile and a joy-

ful countenance. Other days I feel like I too 

have hit a wall and have no idea how to move 

beyond the stoned bricks lined up against me. 
 

Defeat seems the hardest to overcome when it 

hits the ones I love most--like today as I sat on 

the porch and handed them a tissue for tears 

knowing that this is a struggle I can’t take 

away while praying earnestly that God’s pres-

ence and strength would overwhelmingly wash 

over them.  
 

Made in His image, I realize He understands; 

He also hurts to see us as we smash against 

the walls of life’s struggles. Yet even as we 

can’t see past it, He is calling out loud and 

clear that He is way bigger than any wall and 

desperately wants to reach down and give a 

hand. 
 

All we have to do is look up. 
 

By Lesa Shilling 



YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES RESUME 9/16 

Jr. High Bible Study on Wednesdays  

from 6 - 8 pm at LPCC 

Sr High Girls 7 pm Wednesdays 

at the McCalebs’ 

                   “Rise” for HS Boys the 1st & 3rd 

         Wednesdays at 7 am at LPCC 

 

A “Person of Peace” 
 

This week I was reading the July newsletter from 

Chad and Alicia Edwards with Team Expansion.  

Chad and Alicia work in Taiwan to further God’s 

kingdom.  Their main ministry is a sports camp 

that reaches out to a tremendous number of 

Taiwanese children each summer with the gos-

pel.   

 

As I was reading, I came across the term, 

“Person of Peace”.  They explained that in disci-

pleship-making they often pray for a “Person of 

Peace”.   The role of this person is to invite the 

disciple-maker into their network of friends and 

lend them credibility.  This person creates many 

opportunities for the gospel to be shared! 
 

This summer they met Ivan!  Ivan sounds like a 

guy who had been given the spiritual gift of 

kindness and friendliness.  He makes friends 

wherever he goes and people are drawn to him.  

Ivan loves to bring his friends along with him 

when he meets Chad for coffee.  Thanks to 

Ivan’s friendliness, over twenty new people have 

been introduced to Chad Edwards and heard 

how God is working in Taiwan, five new people 

have started attending their house church, and 

a new group is in the works based on Ivan’s 

web of relationships! (If you want to know more 

about Ivan check out the Newsletter in the foy-

er!) 

 

As I read this I was struck by a few different 

things.  First off, let’s pray for Ivan!  He is mak-

ing a difference in God’s kingdom!  Pray for his 

relationship with God to strengthen and that he 

would be encouraged to continue using his gifts 

of friendship and kindness!  I also was left with 

the impression that some of us should be pray-

ing to meet that “Person of Peace” in our life.  

That person that has a different circle of friends 

who need to hear your story.  The person that 

will come alongside of you and lend you credi-

bility when you share the gospel.  On the other 

hand, maybe, YOU are “an Ivan”!  Maybe God 

has given you a circle of influence, maybe you 

are connected to someone who needs to be in-

cluded in that circle so that they can share their 

story and invite others into the Body of Christ!  

Whatever the role, we should all be intentional 

in our relationship building and the way that we 

interact with others.  Live with intention and 

who knows who you might welcome into the 

Kingdom of God! 
 

By Sarah Collins 

Operation Christmas Child 

Yes, there is going to be collecting of Opera-

tion Christmas Child shoeboxes in 2020!  Even 

in the midst of a pandemic, Samaritan's Purse 

is not stopping their ministry projects.  The 

projects are needed now more than ever!  Pre-

cautions will be taken.  We, on the local level, 

should continue to follow smart distancing and 

hygiene practices.  If you feel it is unwise for 

you to be out shopping or dropping items off 

here at the church, we encourage you to "build 

a shoebox online" through Samaritan's Purse or 

donate monies to LPCC for the purpose of pur-

chasing items for OCC or do the shopping 

yourself online and have items shipped to you 

or the church.  We will have our OCC "store" 

open in the room located behind the Worship 

Center (southwest corner behind piano) begin-

ning October 4 through November 8th.  You 

may go in there to "shop" and pack a shoe-

box.  Right now, the focus is on getting items 

for our "store".  You may pick up a list of ac-

ceptable and needed items on the foyer table 

beginning today.  We will also post the list on 

our Facebook page, etc.  Samaritan's Purse has 

not been notified of any NEW unacceptable 

items due to the pandemic.  Purchased items 

may be placed under the foyer table.  

 

Youth Groups Begin on 

September 13th 

at 6:30 pm 

Open Gym for Jr/Sr High at 4:30 pm 


