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More than a Building 

In 1823 six men from several different denomina-

tional affiliations met at the home of Alan Emmerson 

to discuss plans to form a congre-

gation. Alan Emmerson and Amos 

Willis (the first minister) grew up in 

Kentucky where the Restoration 

Movement (Stone-Campbell move-

ment) was having a great impact through revivals.  

The purpose of the movement was to unite people of 

different denominations to be known as Christians 

only and to base the model of the 

church on the New Testament alone, 

with Christ as the Head. 

For about five years the congregation 

met in homes until 1828 when a one-

room log cabin was built in a small 

clearing in the woods where prairie grass grew and 

thus the church was named “Little Prairie.”  Over the 

years various buildings were built in the same loca-

tion across from the LP cemetery until a fire in Feb-

ruary 1972 destroyed the building. Many current 

members remember this devastating event.  But the 

loss of a building did not stop the church from meet-

ing and growing.  In July 1973 the 

current church building was erected 

in a new location and later expand-

ed in 2009.  

We are blessed to have a wonderful 

facility today.  However, God’s 

Church was never defined as a building.  In the New 

Testament, the church (ekklesia) was the gathering 

of people - whether it was in the temple courts, 

homes or the catacombs. 

We now count the age of Little Prairie based on that 

first meeting in 1823 because we realize the church 

began when people started to assemble to worship 

God.   

Over the last 18 months we’ve had to ask ourselves, 

“What is the church?” The Church is the Body of 

Christ -  His followers who worship wherever they 

can gather and then go out into the world to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus--the Church in action.  No 

matter what circumstances we may face, the Church 

can and will flourish when each follower of Christ 

reaches those around them with the Good News.  

May Little Prairie continue to BE the Church to influ-

ence Edwards County and the world for Christ. 

 

Homecoming Sunday Speaker 

Little Prairie will be celebrating 198 years as a 

church body on October 11th.  Our speaker will be 

Gene Shepherd, a timothy of LPCC.  Gene graduat-

ed from Lincoln Christian College and Lincoln 

Christian Seminary, and held ministries at Lincoln 

Christian Church in Illinois, and in Missouri, Texas 

(Dallas Christian College) and California. He retired 

from ministry at the Anaheim Christian Church 

where he served for 13 years.  

 

From “The Lincoln Courier”: 

In 1998 Gene began rug hooking. Described as a 

“self taught artist who hooks by ear,” Gene hooks, 

does commission work for individuals and muse-

ums, designs, dyes, develops tools, teaches and 

writes about rug hooking. His work has been fea-

tured many times in magazines. Gene has been 

director of the Cambria Pines Rug Camp, Cambria, 

CA, since 2001.   He travels regularly to teach clas-

ses and also makes instructional videos.  
 

Although most of Shepherd’s work is based on his 

original designs, he has re-created two rugs for the 

US Park Service. Working with black and white ar-

chival photos he designed and hooked two rugs 

that had been lost from FDR’s Top Cottage at Hyde 

Park, New York. 
 

On a personal note, Gene comments that he has 

found that rug hooking has opened up many doors 

of witness for him that he might otherwise not 

have had. He receives calls and letters asking for 

prayers and counsel from all around the world be-

cause he is well known as “the rug hooking pastor”. 

Shepherd resides in Anaheim with his wife Marsha. 

 

Gene is also passionate about Albion and Little 

Prairie’s history.  Go to our Chapel in the east foyer 

to see some artifacts that Gene has donated to 

LPCC -- including a desk that was made from the 

porch posts from the building built in 1909. 
 

 LPCC  Historical  

re-enactment in 1928 



YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES  

Jr. High Bible Study on Wednesdays  

from 6 - 8 pm at LPCC 

Sr High Girls 6 pm Wednesdays 

at the McCalebs’ 

    “Rise” for HS Boys the 1st & 3rd        

Wednesdays at 7 am at LPCC 

“FORGE” for HS & College - October 22nd 

7 - 10 pm. 

 

Falling Different 

By Lesa Shilling 

 

For years, I taught a novel called Fahrenheit 451, a 

story rich with themes and symbols and warnings 

and truths. One of my favorite lines, “The falling 

made the difference,” echoes lessons we all relate to 

at some level.   

 

As Christians, we may think of God’s three-part sto-

ry: creation, fall, and redemption.  The fall from the 

garden really did make all the difference for all hu-

manity for all eternity. 

 

Now that the season of Fall is upon us, we may also 

think about the golden and red hued leaves and how 

they too must fall so that the cycle of life can contin-

ue on. The falling makes all the difference, because 

without this season, new birth could not come. 

 

We may conjecture memories of times in our person-

al narratives where we fell out of favor with someone 

and the loss stings even yet, or we may remember 

the time we made a choice that seemingly led to our 

own fall from grace. 

 

I don’t know about you, but life seems rather tough 

right now, so maybe what we should really consider 

is a different kind of fall. 

 

By definition, a fall necessitates downward move-

ment. So let’s consider the result of that very mo-

tion... something must fall before it can rise. 

 

Maybe God purposed life’s struggles to bring us to 

our knees so we could rise into His arms. Maybe it’s 

time to see what really happens when we fall… 

 

Across life’s worn path, he stumbles, tries to catch 

himself, but falls fast to the ground. Before he can 

lift his weary, broken, bruised soul, he senses the 

warmth of someone moving around him to lift him 

up. As he feels his feet underneath him once again, 

he finds himself staring into the very eyes of God. 

Depths of love pour forth, flowing fast into the 

man’s heart, and all of a sudden he is not weary any-

more...For you see, the falling made the difference. 

It always has, and it always will. 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Our OCC Store is the room located in the farthest 

southwest corner of the building.  It can be ac-

cessed through the door located behind the piano 

in the Worship Center. Empty shoeboxes are availa-

ble in the store or at the display in the WC foyer. 

Anyone is welcome to pack a box by using items 

from the store in part or completely OR donate 

packing items for the store. Please keep in mind, if 

purchasing items for our store, please remove items 

from their packaging. We do NOT need pencils or 

erasers at this time. We DO need more toys, 

clothes, coloring books, crayons, games, pencil 

pouches or cases and hair accessories.  Contact 

Danielle,  if you have any questions.   

 

Kids’ Christmas Musical Practices 

There will be no rehearsals on October 3 & 10th.  

We will practice on Oct. 17 & 24 with the full choir.  

October 31st will be for speaking parts only.  

 

Jr High Strange at Oil Belt 

Jr High Strange this year will be October 10-11 at 

Oil Belt. It's for all students 6th-8th grade. We will 

leave from the church at 5pm and be back Monday 

around noon. Cost is $20 per student. 

 

Bring Your Bible to School Day on 10/7 

Be Empowered As a Student to Respectfully Ex-

press Your Belief in the Truth of God’s Word. Join 

Students Nationwide to Celebrate Religious Free-

dom & Share God’s Love with Friends. 514,609 Stu-

dents in 2020. Learn more at focusonthefam-

ily.com.  

 

 

 

 

Youth Groups at 6 pm 
Open Gym  at 4:30 pm 

(for Jr. & Sr. High) 
NO Youth Groups on October 10th 

Prayer Concerns: Judy Dahnke, Wyatt Dishman, Lin-

da Duncan, Matt Fisher, Marvin Goldman, Blake 

Groff, Fran Kortge, Mike Loyd, Laura McCurdy, Mike 

McCurdy, Brett Shaw, Sue Sweeny, Drew Wolfe.  

 

Those Fighting Cancer: Jason Balding, Jim Ballard, 

Patricia Fisher, Mart & Mary Ruth Johnson, Todd Lin-

gafelter, Brandon Markman, Cally Mitchell, Alicia 

Moore, Bob Orr, Glenda Raber, Beth Seals, Todd 

Weiss, Joe Williams. 


