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What Does the Bible Say about…Free Will? 
 

Options are a good thing. Can you imagine liv-

ing in a world where you only had one choice? 

Granted, having so many options often slows 

the process of choosing, but at least we have 

several. The greatest downside to having sever-

al options is that some of those options can 

subtly lead us away from God if we’re not care-

ful. 
 

A watchman is an Old Testament reference to 

someone who stands guard on the city walls. 

His primary responsibility is to detect the pres-

ence of an enemy and sound the warning in an 

effort to protect the city’s inhabitants. In Hosea 

9:8 it says, “The prophet, along with my God, is 

the watchman over God’s people…” Isaiah and 

Ezekiel were also called “watchman”. In Ezekiel, 

God spells out the seriousness of his responsi-

bility to warn God’s people of spiritual danger, 

when He says, “But if the watchman sees the 

sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to 

warn the people and the sword comes and takes 

someone's life, that person's life will be taken 

because of their sin, but I will hold the watch-

man accountable for their blood” (Ezekiel 33:6). 
 

I’m convicted that part of my responsibility as a 

pastor is to be your watchman…to warn you 

when the Enemy is near and to encourage you 

to stand opposed to him. My warning is this: 

While you have free will, God expects Christians 

to follow His will in the choices they make. (This 

not only applies in an election year, but in every 

day of your life.) God has laid out His will in His 

Word. Most of us know what’s expected of us, 

so we’ll be held accountable for the choices we 

make. Romans 14:12 says, “So then, each of us 

will give an account of ourselves to God.” So ex-

amine your choices, opinions, and beliefs to be 

sure that they agree with the Bible. 
 

God bless you all, 

Tom 

God’s Not Safe, But He’s Good 
 

For years, I attended church actively and volun-

teered in numerous ministries, but in the deeper 

hours of the evening, I still sensed something 

was missing. I would read of people like Esther 

or Paul or Ruth or Peter, and when I placed my 

God experience next to theirs, it simply didn’t 

measure up.  
 

From the safety of my little chair in my little ex-

istence, I believed I was pursuing God correctly 

because I was following the example set before 

me by so many others in my sphere of life. But 

then something changed. 
 

I sometimes wish I could pinpoint a moment in 

time, like some great epiphany, but instead I see 

a long, steady line of transformation out of the 

safety of my own doing and into the arms of a 

God who asks me to walk on water with Him. 

You know, He asks the same of you as well. 
 

C.S. Lewis, in his book The Lion, the Witch, and 

the Wardrobe, writes, “Who said anything about 

safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s 

the King, I tell you (spoken by Mr. Beaver).”  
 

Is it safe to trust God? Most definitely. Does God 

want us to remain in the safety of our own abili-

ties? Absolutely not. Esther faced potential death 

if she spoke. Paul was stoned, shipwrecked, 

beaten. Ruth left everything to follow Naomi with 

no promise of a next meal. Peter pursued his 

faith all the way to a cross of his own.  
 

God may not ask me to any of these specific cir-

cumstances, but He certainly begs me to move 

out of my comfort and control. Only on the wa-

ters of the unknown can He move in to fully lead 

us to an adventure that we could never fathom 

in our own little worlds. 
 

Right after Mr. Beaver speaks of Aslan who is not 

safe but good, Peter says, “I’m longing to see 

him, even if I do feel frightened when it comes 

to the point.” I pray, people of Little Prairie, that 

we can all say the same and then DO it, moving 

out of our safety and into His goodness. 

Lesa Shilling 

 



  As I think about the end of this year my heart 

is drawn toward our college students.  From 

what I have heard from our students it is not an 

easy time to be in college.  Like many of us, 

they are facing so many challenges:  uncertain-

ty, loneliness, stress, financial strain and chal-

lenging classes are all things that they have in 

common.   

Would you take some time and pray for them by 

name?  Please pray for the students in our con-

gregation.  Pray for them to have stability, 

peace and for their light to shine wherever they 

are.  Pray for them to find community and 

friendships that will draw them closer to the 

Lord.   

As you pray for them, please pray for those col-

lege ministries that we support.  Pray for the 

Campus House at Eastern Illinois University and 

at the University of Illinois.   Pray that they will 

be effective on their campus and that they will 

have the time and energy to meet the needs of 

the students that come to them.  Pray for them 

to have an effective outreach and to be a refuge 

and a light that shines God’s love to a student 

body that needs Him so desperately.  Pray for 

Lincoln Christian University and Milligan Col-

lege.  Pray that they will remain faithful in their 

mission to raise up Christian leaders and that 

they will be able to meet the needs of their stu-

dents in a way that brings much glory to God.  

Remember, as you pray for them you join them 

in their Kingdom work! 

Sarah Collins 
 

The song “Give Thanks” will always hold a spe-

cial place in my heart.  Thirty years ago we were 

at a Christian convention when I first heard the 

verse, “And now let the weak say ‘I am strong’, 

Let the poor say ‘I rich’ because of what the 

Lord has done for us.”  I was at a point where I 

felt weak and discouraged in ministry.  We also 

were poor and struggling to make ends meet.  

But I cried as I sang those words because I knew 

the answer was to “Give thanks in all circum-

stances for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus.” (1 Thess. 5:18).  As I began to give 

thanks, my whole perspective changed and I 

was able to go back and serve with more joy, 

even though my circumstances didn’t change. 

In this year of trial 2020, may we choose to give 

thanks because He has given His Son for us.  

Tricia Cater 

Pack boxes in our “store” through November 

8th.  It’s very helpful to have several people 

packing boxes. Instructions & all supplies are 

available in the room.  We would like to send 

100 boxes this year. Shipping is covered. 
 

We recognize that many of you will not be able 

to bring your Christmas cards to the church for 

this year's card exchange and that many of you 

would not be here to receive your cards; there-

fore, it won't be offered. However, we'd encour-

age you to mail your cards. It will be a blessing 

to those who receive them.  

For the past several years, LPCC has prepared 

and given Blessing Boxes for families in our 

community who are in need.  These containers 

not only have food, but many other supplies 

and some gifts.  If you would like to donate 

to our outreach of Blessing Boxes, please 

put donations in the box in the foyer start-

ing November 8th.  Please make checks to 

LPCC.  Thank you for being a blessing! 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: Judy Dahnke, Cindy Davenport, 

Christine Hubbard, Mike Loyd, Ron Mann, John & 

Shirley Mewes, Rachel Romine, Brett Shaw,  Dorothy 

Woods. 

Those Fighting Cancer: Patricia Fisher, Ruth 

Grimes, Mart Johnson, Bob Orr, Wendi Prentice, 

Glenda Raber, Carole Shaw, Abby Shelton, Todd 

Weiss. 

Missions Moment:  College Life 

Change to Christmas Card Exchange 

Operation Christmas Child 

Please Pack a Box in our “Store” 

Christmas Blessing Boxes 

Give Thanks 


