
Open Hands, Always and Only 

  
 

“You Give and Take Away, You Give and Take Away 

My Heart will Choose to Say,  

‘Lord, Blessed be Your Name.” 

~Blessed Be Your Name, Matt Redman~ 
 

Well before the sun cares to peep its head above the 

horizon and offer a glimpse of rays into the warmth 

of our home, a little boy will lie wide-eyed in his tod-

dler bed, too excited to wait much longer. Much be-

fore his parents are ready to drag tired bodies from 

the comfort of a long-sought bed, he will run into 

their room on yet another Christmas morning shout-

ing, “Too ‘Cited! Too ‘Cited!,” because he really is 

too excited to wait any longer. 

 

Years later, as the time with our kids at home quick-

ly draws to an end, my tendency is to cling tight and 

never let go. 
 

It reminds me of the monkey trap. The device is 

very simple; place a goody that a monkey desires in 

the bottom of a container that is big enough for the 

monkey’s hand when empty but not big enough 

when expanded to hold onto the goody inside. What 

the monkey doesn’t know is that if he would just let 

go of the thing he thinks he can’t live without, then 

he could be free once again. 
 

It seems the same for us. 
 

I desperately want to hold on to the things that 

bring me joy, but God offers something much bet-

ter, and it is the only key to freedom. My struggle is 

that it requires me to come always 

and only with open hands. 
 

Living with an open-hand posture 

demands heart wrenching submis-

sion. I don’t want to have an emp-

ty nest; I don’t want my kids to 

miss out on the things that all their friends get to 

enjoy; I don’t want to lose loved ones to Covid.  
 

When He places really good things into my hands, I 

want to cling fast like the monkey. But I also know 

the things of this world are fleeting fast and only 

God lasts. I can hold on to the things of this world, 

or I can hold out for the things of Him by standing 

before Him always and only with arms stretched 

out, hands open wide. And that, my friends, sounds 

like the posture of someone we all know, if only we 

would yearn to be more like Him. 

Below are the names and pictures of some of those 

who became members in 2020.  Be sure to prayer 

for them & encourage them as part of the LPCC fam-

ily. 

 

Little Prairie Christian Church                
January 2021 

Doug, Katie & Kelly 
Hinderliter 

Anna Mays Adelynn McCaleb 

 

Our 2021 Elders: 

Kent Reid 

Daniel Shilling 

Joe Sweeny Kenny Worley 

Meet Our New Members 
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Youth Groups Resume on  
January 10th 

 

Youth Groups at 6 pm 

Open Gym for Jr/Sr High 

At 4:30 pm  

 

 

“Rise”:  High School Guys 

Small Group 

HS Guys' Small Group on the 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of every 

month at 7 am. We have break-

fast and a time of devotion and prayer. This is 

for any High School guy. 

 

 

Bible Studies Resume January 6th 

 

Wednesdays 

 Jr. High at 6:00 pm here at LPCC. 

Includes a Meal.  Rides are available. 

 

Senior High Girls at 6 pm at McCalebs’ or 

Gentz’s.  Contact us for specifics.  

Our 2021 Ministry Team Leaders: 

RISE 

Prayer Concerns: Judy Dahnke, Leroy Drechsel, 

Linda & Larry Duncan, Marvin Goldman, Mike Loyd, 

John & Shirley Mewes, Brett Shaw, Dorothy Woods. 
 

Those Fighting Cancer: Patricia Fisher, Ruth 

Grimes, Mart Johnson, Todd Lingafelter, Alicia 

Moore, Bob Orr, Wendi Prentice, Glenda Raber, 

Carole Shaw, Abby Shelton, Todd Weiss. 

Alex Bond 
Finance 

Dan Lankford 
Worship 

Kerri McCaleb 
Christian Education 

Crystal Bunting  
Evangelism 

Angie Garrett  
Missions 

Lisa Henson 
Membership 

Jason Shaw &  
Rick Etheridge 

Physical Properties 

Kevin & Monica Terry 
Youth 

Men’s Night at Oil Belt 

Men are invited for a night of worship and fellowship 

at Oil Belt on Friday, February 12th.  “Shine Your 

Light” is the theme for the evening which starts with 

dinner at 6 pm, then worship at 7.  Jamie Allen, Sen-

ior Pastor at Central Christian Church in Mt Vernon, 

is the speaker. The cost is $20 by 1/31. The dinner 

will be catered by Niemerg’s and includes their fa-

mous fried chicken and pulled pork.  


