
What Does the Bible Say about… 

Pursuing God? 

 

I used to run…when I was younger…but I remember 

what it felt like. It was always a struggle. I remem-

ber the sweating and the heavy breathing. I remem-

ber the shin splints and the heavy breathing. I re-

member the heel spurs and the heavy breathing. 

OH, and then there was the heavy breathing! The 

distance didn’t matter…there was always heavy 

breathing. However, despite every struggle (and the 

heavy breathing), there was always euphoria when I 

reached my goal…a genuine sense of accomplish-

ment. 

 

It feels great to accomplish something difficult, 

doesn’t it? There’s satisfaction in finishing a tough 

task! But sometimes it’s a challenge to stay with it, 

isn’t it? If we’re honest about our faith walks, we 

might admit that we want the spiritual growth with-

out the hard work. We want the results without the 

sweat, the pain, or the heavy breathing. But that’s 

not how it works. Deep spiritual growth comes from 

hard spiritual work. 

 

Psalm 42:1 says, “As the deer pants for streams of 

water, so my soul pants for You, my God.” The He-

brew word for “pant” means to “cry after; to desper-

ately need”. “Desperately need”…it’s difficult for 

most of us to comprehend “desperately need” in the 

comfort of the United States, so let that sink in for a 

moment.  

 

How many of us pursue God with a desperate need 

for Him? Oh, that we would pursue God like a lost 

man in the desert who’s desperately looking for wa-

ter; like a runner who’s desperately trying to catch 

their breath. God’s people should always desperate-

ly need God. 

 

Tom 
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Hell Won’t Love You 

 

I have yet to meet an adult who escaped the strug-

gles of this life. On the contrary, the brokenness of 

this fallen world seems rather thick lately, and some 

days I am struggling to see through all the fog. 

 

She lost too many too quickly. His youth thrust him 

into hard addictions. His fight against the odds left 

him weak and frail. She just wanted respect for her 

endless sacrifices. 

 

My own heart absorbs these and more, and I ache 

for the day when all is finally set right. 

 

But you know what I realized? At the root of all bro-

kenness is a sense of love lost. When we lose loved 

ones, when we turn to addictions, when others turn 

on us, we are always and only wanting to regain lost 

love. Love is by far the most underestimated piece of 

our stories. 

 

Some days, life happens, and I can feel rather un-

loved. But the truth is I am more loved than I could 

ever know because God sent his son Jesus just for 

me, and also just for you. 

 

Those who refuse Him have glimpses of His love 

while they yet live here on earth, but when they die, 

Hell awaits, and in Hell love cannot exist. Stop. Soak 

that in. Can we really imagine a place with absolutely 

NO LOVE? 

 

Not one sliver of kindness or goodness or gentleness 

or relationship or connection or hope. No one to of-

fer a hug because you are miserable. Honestly, it 

makes me want to weep for those who won’t receive 

the greatest gift they could ever want, the only thing 

they really need. 

 

All any of us really want is to love and be loved. Yet 

so many trade in the riches of His love for a Hell that 

simply won’t love them back. It never can, and it 

never will. 

 

Lesa Shilling 

 

 

 

 

.  



Register for Summer Camps  

April 12th 

 

Oil Belt has a condensed summer camp 

schedule (only 1 - 2 camps per age 

group).  See the schedule on the bulle-

tin board. They are currently optimistic that these 

will become overnight camps. Registration opens 

on Monday, April 12th at 10 am.  There is also a 

Camp Open House on Sunday, May 2nd, from 3-7 

pm. The camp will be open from 3 - 6 pm for you to 

tour, play games, listen to music, and food trucks 

will be available for refreshments.  At 6 pm there 

will be a worship service in the Activity Building.  

 

Pictures Needed for Graduate Video  

Graduate Sunday is May 16th. We need information 

and pictures of all LPCC graduates from preschool 

thru post graduate with name, school, & degree 

written on the back by May 2nd. Put them in Dan-

ielle's mailbox or email it to the church office.  
 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Big Fish Bay 
The Life of Jonah 

We hope to hold an in-house, 

in-person VBS July 11-15 with the theme of Big 

Fish Bay. Please be in prayer for these plans. 

We will proceed slowly, but plan to do our tra-

ditional format. We will be seeking volunteers 

soon. In these current times, flexibility may be 

greatly needed.  

 

Youth Mission Trip to Mexico 

Twelve students and adults will 

be going to Sandia, Mexico to 

help build a Medical Clinic with 

Monterrey Christian Mission on 

May 28 - June 5th.  Please be 

praying for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mission Moment: 

Oblong Children’s Christian Home 

Dyball Home in Fairfield 

Little Prairie supports the ministry of Oblong Chil-

dren’s Christian Home. Our women’s small group 

had a recent opportunity to serve the girls living at 

the Dyball home in Fairfield.  They enjoyed doing a 

craft, taking gifts, and playing a game with the three 

teenage girls who were living there.  Our 3rd - 5th 

grade Sunday School class have used their offerings 

to buy food for the Dyball home as well.  
 

The Dyball home is in transition with new house par-

ents and residents coming soon.  The new house 

parents are Kami & Jacob Butcher (Kami worked at 

Colyer and Jacob was the youth minister at FCC in 

Fairfield).  They and their two young children will be 

starting in April.  Please pray for them and for the 

new girls who will live in the home.  
  

Oblong Children’s Christian Home, with homes in 

Oblong and Fairfield, Illinois, is a ministry to abused 

and troubled children who are 5 to 16 years old, 

providing them God’s unconditional love, a stable, 

structured environment, and family-style group 

home. Children come to the home for a variety of 

reasons.  It may be because the child is running with 

the wrong crowd, not attending school, has a diffi-

cult home situation, or has mild to moderate legal 

problems. 
 

Their goal is to reunite the children with their fami-

lies. For most families the goal is for the child to re-

turn home after making significant changes. The 

length of stay is determined by how long it takes the 

child and his/her family to achieve the goals set at 

placement. 
 

They work with parents and entire family units by 

teaching parenting skills and providing counseling. 

Children are not turned away from the home be-

cause of their race, faith, creed, or family financial 

condition.  

Prayer Concerns: Judy Dahnke, Linda Duncan, 

Marvin Goldman, Mike Loyd, John & Shirley 

Mewes, Brett Shaw, Dorothy Woods. 
 

Those Fighting Cancer: Jason Balding, Jim 

Colyer, Patricia Fisher, Ruth Grimes, Mart John-

son, Todd Lingafelter, Cally Mitchell, Alicia 

Moore, Bob Orr, Glenda Raber, Abby Shelton, 

Todd Weiss, Mary Ann West. 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES 

Jr. High Bible Study on Wednesdays 

from 6 - 8 pm at LPCC *April is our 

last month to meet. 

Sr High Girls 6 pm Wednesdays 

At the McCalebs’ or Gentz’s 

“Rise” for HS Boys the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 

At 7 am at LPCC 


