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FROM THE PASTOR ...

A New Revival
Hear this excerpt from Pastor Kyle Idleman.

“We need to create more opportunities for our people to
get out of church rather than to have more people come
into church. You gotta get out of the building, out of the
office, out of the sanctuary and out of your house. You
need to be around people who need Jesus, and when you
do that on purpose, it’s amazing the people God puts in
your path. But it requires some intentionality.”

God creates opportunities all around us to be a witness
for him. The missing piece to these God ordained oppor-
tunities is intentionality. The degree of our intentionality
will produce the same degree of effectiveness. If you
want to see revival, it has to start outside of the sanctu-
ary and with intentional relationships.

I know it seems as if I spend a lot of time sharing this
simple idea, but I believe it to be the most effective!
You can’t attract people to something you are not ex-
cited about.

The revival that we should be seeking is going to start
with our intentional investment with people outside of
church walls. So let’s position ourselves in places where
can be witnesses for Christ. This is how we will see true

revival.

Pastor Vince
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SPECIAL DATES
Worship/Communion
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Brookdale Worship

Transfiguration of the Lord

Matthew 17:2 KJV




TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

By Kenneth Taylor, Pastor

“Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother, John, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his
clothes became white as light.” — (Matthew 17:1-2)

This month, the Church commemorates an event in the life of Jesus, known
as the Transfiguration. In the Gospel account, the three Apostles also see Moses and
Elijah standing and talking with Jesus.

The reason this event takes on such a great importance for the Church is be-
cause it has meanings for us on both a spiritual and a practical level. On the spiritual
level, the appearance of Moses and Elijah are significant. Moses is the lawgiver. The
laws he passes on to the people, however, are not his, but they came from God. His
appearance with Jesus signifies to the Apostles that God’s laws were important to
Jesus. As Jesus himself says elsewhere in the Gospel, he did not come to abolish the
law but to fulfill it. So Jesus becomes the embodiment of God’s laws, which makes it
even that much more important to follow Jesus.

Elijah was one of the great prophets of the Old Testament. The role of the
prophet was to bring God’s message to the people as to how God wanted them to
live. If they had deviated from God’s ways, the prophet was to correct the people
and tell them to get back on track. If the people were confused or didn’t know how
to live the way God wanted them to, the prophet was to bring enlightenment and
understanding. Elijah’s presence meant that Jesus was also fulfilling the role of
prophet by being God’s Word bringing enlightenment, correction and understand-
ing to the people.

So from a spiritual perspective, Jesus himself is the law and the prophet. It is
in Jesus that we learn what God wants of us, and it is in him that we get the spiritual
gifts we need to actually do what we learn from Jesus.

The practical lesson we learn from the Transfiguration is not so much in the
vision itself. Notice that Jesus took them up a high mountain in order to do this
revelation. But at the end of the passage, they had to come back down the moun-
tain and resume their everyday life. That is the practical lesson for us all. So often
we have a great spiritual experience. It may be because we were on a retreat or a
revival. Or maybe we went to a conference. Or it could have been simply some time
spent in nature. It could be that the experience felt so good that we didn’t want to
leave. The Apostles’ experience at the Transfiguration reminds us that no matter
how powerful a spiritual experience is, the time comes when we have to come down
off the mountain and rejoin our everyday life.

But when we do so, we need to do it as a changed person. A spiritual experi-
ence is supposed to change the way we look at life, the way we approach life and the
way we react with others. The experience does us no good if just makes us want to
stay away from our Christian duties and simply enjoy the good feelings. It also does
us no good if we come back to our normal life not having changed at all, just con-
tinuing to live the same as before. Strong spiritual experiences are good, and we
should seek them out. But they are also meant to change us so that we can have a
positive effect on the world around us. It is important that we don’t forget that.




cStebruary (Responders Qbchedule

Usher
Narthex
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Communion Servers

February 6

Robert Kennedy

Jim Hockensmith

Elder Liturgist:
Bill Higgins
Communion Team:
Elizebette Kennedy, Jim Hockensmith

February 13 Annelize & Dirk Benade Dirk Benade

February 20 Robert Kennedy Bill Higgins
Elizebette Kennedy

February 27 Jim Hockensmith Jim Hockensmith

Robert Kennedy

Jxmmweng/zies
and @Utthdagg

Frank & Gayle Hempen

Gil Arnold

2/20
2/22

%E%ﬂﬂ: 7 Thank you for your generous donations to the
following Mission causes:

I. Hope House
2. Salvation Army

Letters of appreciation are posted in the church office.

3. Healthworx

4. South Africa Mission
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Come experience God’s love at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday School—9:45 a.m., Worship—11:00 a.m.




