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  SPECIAL DATES 

Oct. 3      9:00 am Brookdale Worship 
  Oct. 10   11:00 am Worship/Communion 
  Oct. 14    2:00 pm Bible Study 

  Oct. 28    2:00 pm Bible Study 

Everyone is welcome at the Bible Study. 

 

The Dinner Table as a Place of Connection,  
Brokenness, and Blessing 

 
The Table as a Place of Connection: 
     Tables are one of the most important places of human connec-
tion. We’re often most fully alive to life when sharing a meal 
around a table. We shouldn’t be surprised, then, to find that 
throughout the Bible God has a way of showing up at tables. In 
fact, it’s worth noting that at the center of the spiritual lives of 
God’s people in both the Old and New Testaments, we find a table: 
the table of Passover and the table of Communion. New testament 
scholar N.T. Wright captured something of this sentiment when he 
wrote, “When Jesus himself wanted to explain to his disciples what 
his forthcoming death was all about, he didn’t give them a theory, 
he gave them a meal.”  

The Table as a Place of Brokenness: 
     I’m convinced that one of the most important disciplines for us 
to recover in the kind of world in which we live is the discipline of 
table fellowship. “Table fellowship” doesn’t often make the list of 
classical spiritual disciplines. But in the midst of a world that in-
creasingly seems to have lost it way with regard to matters of both 
food and the soul, Christian spirituality has something important to 
say about the way that sharing tables nourishes us both physically 
and spiritually. The table is a place where broken sinners find con-
nection and belonging. 

The Table as a Place of Blessing: 
     Food is my love language. The experts who write about such 
things suggest that each of us has one or two primary means by 
which we communicate (and receive) love. Few things bring me 
more pleasure than working in the kitchen to prepare a meal for 
people I care about. Doing so is one of the primary ways I show 
people that I love them. I am becoming increasingly convinced that 
food is one of God’s love languages. The table is a place to remem-
ber the love and blessing of God. 

 
In Christ, 

Vince Smith 
Pastor Vincent Smith 

 



We Appreciate You, Pastor Vince! Thank You For All You Do! 



 Usher 
Narthex 

Monitor Communion Servers 

 

October 3 Robert Kennedy 

 

Jim Hockensmith 

 

Elder Liturgist:  
  Jim Hockensmith 
 

October 10 Annelize & Dirk Benade Dirk Benade Communion Team: 
  Annelize & Dirk Benade 

October 17 Robert Kennedy 

Elizebette Kennedy 

Bill Higgins  

October 24 Jim Hockensmith 

Robert Kennedy 

Vacancy  

October 31 Robert Kennedy Jim Hockensmith  

October Responders Schedule 

 

 

 

      

    

 

 

Jim Smolenski 10/29 

 

HAPPY RETIREMENT 

JIM SMOLENSKI  

     Jim Smolenski retired from Red River 

Bank the end of September, and he and 

Annelie are moving to Florida in October. 

    Jim and his father, Will (deceased), 

joined FPC on December 13, 2009.   

   Thank you for your faithful service to the 

ministry of FPC over the past 12 years. 

We’ll miss you and your clever messages 

on the church sign.  

(Picture taken 9/12/21 at a Luncheon in honor of 

Jim Smolenski.) 
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Come experience God’s love at First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m., Worship—11:00 a.m. 


