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  SPECIAL DATES 

January 1  Happy New Year! 

January 3  Second Sunday of Christmas 
  Communion 

January 6  Epiphany of the Lord 

January 10  Baptism of the Lord 

January 18  Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday 

 

The New Year is upon us. 2020 has brought so many things 
to the surface of our society. We have experienced so much 
during this time. We have gone through a global pandemic, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, financial turmoil, political differences, 
a growing racial divide, and, on top of that, just the everyday 
pressures of life. This has been a lot to take in. So what do 
we do as Christians and what should we do as the church in 
response to all of this? 

Colossians 3:12-17 says: 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and be-

loved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meek-

ness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if 

one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 

other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word 

of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do every-

thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him. 

Paul writes here to the church of Colossae the reminder to 
put on the “new self.” In putting on the new self, it brings 
about attributes that brings the community together. Compas-
sionate hearts, patience, meekness and humility are pretty 
amazing attributes bound together by love. Then he adds that 
the word of Christ should dwell in us, which teaches us how 
to continue in these attributes. Then our hearts will overflow 
in thanksgiving.  

My prayer is that the word of Christ will dwell in us richly this 
year. We don’t need anything else outside of the word of God 
to bring us together. May it be so in the name of Jesus the 
Christ, Amen!  

Vince Smith 
Rev. Vincent Smith 

 

Happy New Year! 



EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 

The Epiphany is an ancient Christian feast day and is 

significant in a number of ways. In the East, where it 

originated, the Epiphany celebrates the baptism of Jesus 

by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. It also cele-

brates Jesus' birth. 

The Western Church began celebrating the Epiphany in 

the 4th century where it was, and still is, associated with 

the visit of the magi (wise men) to the infant Jesus when 

God revealed himself to the world through the incarna-

tion of Jesus. According to Matthew 2:11 they offered 

him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

For many Protestant church traditions, the season of 

Epiphany extends from January 6 until Ash Wednesday, 

which begins the season of Lent leading to Easter. 

Other traditions, including the Roman Catholic tradition, 

observe Epiphany as a single day, with the Sundays fol-

lowing Epiphany counted as Ordinary Time. 

In the Spanish speaking world Epiphany is also known 

as Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings Day). 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/easter.shtml


 Usher 
Narthex 

Monitor Communion Servers 

 

January 3 Robert Kennedy 

 

Jim Hockensmith 

 

Elder Liturgist:  
  Jim Hockensmith 
Communion Team: 
  Jim Hockensmith 

January 10 Annelize & Dirk Benade Dirk Benade  

January 17 Robert Kennedy 

Elizebette Kennedy 

Bill Higgins  

January 24 Jim Hockensmith 

Robert Kennedy 

Jim Smolenski  

January 31 Robert Kennedy Jim Hockensmith  

January Responders Schedule 

 

 

 

 

    

 

      

      

 

Kennedy Jewell   1/4 

Kylee LaPrairie   1/7 

Alexis Ellington   1/13 

Dirk Benade, Jr.   1/25 

Bill Willson    1/29 
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Come experience God’s love at First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m., Worship—11:00 a.m. 


