
EASTER AT OKC FIRST

LOOKING BACK ON 2018
At OKC First we are learning to do 3 things: Friendship with God, Friendship with Others, 
and Open Friendship for the Sake of the World. As we approach 2019 with anticipation, we 
also look back with gratitude on the amazing things God has done in 2018 through friend-
ship and relationship-building in our neighborhood, in our city, and around the world!

OKC FIRST: IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Ash Wednesday ushered in the season 
of Lent. This has become a very special 
time in the life of OKC First as we look at 
ourselves, look at Christ, and confess the 
difference.

Holy Week began with a family-style 
Passover Seder meal. Together we 
learned and rehearsed the Jewish roots 
of Christ’s Last Supper with his disciples, 
which in turn deepened our appreciation 
for the Eucharist we celebrate each 
Sunday.

Vacation Bible School is always a 
highlight of the summer for kids and 
volunteers from both our congregation 
and the surrounding community.VBS FALL FEST

ASH WEDNESDAY PASSOVER SEDER

CCC DREAM SCHOLARSHIP

Each year the Bible walk at Fall Fest is an opportunity 
to introduce hundreds of our friends and neighbors to 
important stories from Scripture (and give out a bunch 
of candy)!

We presented the first annual Straight Shooter Dream 
Scholarship to Traeton Johnson. This scholarship will 
help Trae attend Southern Nazarene University, where 
he also plays on the JV basketball team. We’re proud 
of you, Trae!

OKC FIRST: IN OUR CITY
We supported local students and edu-
cators during the 2018 Teacher Walkout 
by hosting a day camp for children and 
traveling to capitol to advocate and pray 
for teachers and administrators.

Several of our pastors and lay leaders 
began organizing Oklahoma County 
Jail Tours to help promote criminal jus-
tice reform.  

In the OKC Memorial Marathon hun-
dreds of our congregants -of all ages 
and ability levels- remember, pray, walk, 
run, and cheer for our community.

We partnered with The 2 Windows 
Project and scientists from Southern 
Nazarene University to host discussion 
forums about the intersections of faith 
and science.

DISCUSSION FORUMS

OK COUNTY JAIL TOURSTEACHER WALK-OUT

MEMORIAL MARATHON

OKC FIRST: AROUND THE WORLD
Long-term, sustainable missions are 
very important at OKC First. Building 
cross-cultural partnerships around the 
world has become a vital part of our 
social and theological identity. 

Youth pastors and sponsors have taken 
our middle schoolers to serve at the 
Nazarene Compassionate Ministry 
Center in Cactus, Texas for the past 3 
years; our high schoolers have served 
in Toronto, Canada every summer for 
almost 20 years. 

We have partnered with Nazarene 
missionaries, schools, and churches 
in Zambia, Africa since 2008. These 
partnerships are still going strong, and 
we will return in June 2019. It’s not too 
late to sign up!

CACTUS TORONTO

ZAMBIA ZAMBIA

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2019
At OKC First we value both fiscal responsibility and transparency. We have long had the policy 
of creating each new year’s budget based on the previous year’s giving history; a simple break-
down of our projected annual expenses is included below.

OUR BUDGET

OUR STAFF

WE NEED YOU
A note from Pastor Jon:

Financial stewardship is very important to us at OKC First, and our policy is that each new year’s
annual ministry budget will never exceed the previous year’s giving. At the same time, God has
given us big dreams for our church, our neighborhood, our city, and our world in 2019!

2018’s annual budget is $888,000; we’re currently about $190,000 short of that amount as we 
plan ministry initiatives for 2019. Will you pray about helping us make up the difference?
Thanks for all you do to make hope real, both at OKC First and around the world!

GIVE NOW
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We are blessed with a pastoral team comprised of many gifted women and men who serve our 
church in full-time, part-time, and volunteer capacities. We are grateful for their ministry to our 
congregation, in our neighborhood, and around the world.

http://giving.okcfirst.com

