
 
 
 
March 18, 2020 
 
 
Dear Wayside Presbyterian Church Family & Friends, 
 
In my (relatively short) thirty-eight years of life, I’ve never experienced the sorts of 
challenges that our nation is facing currently—the pandemic of COVID-19 (novel 
coronavirus), historic fluctuations in the stock market, “social distancing,” the sustained 
run on basic household supplies, schools and universities suspending classes across 
the country, the unprecedented interconnectedness of the world’s population, and even 
the widespread use of the Internet as the communication vehicle of choice (for better or 
worse). These are unusual and historic times, indeed.  
 
As we were reminded of last Sunday from Psalm 46, our God is sovereign and good—
our security, stability, defender, and victor. Therefore, we will not fear. Even when it 
seems as though “the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea” (v. 2), panic and 
fear will not be our support. In the midst of chaotic instability, Christians have a unique 
witness to a watching world—one that maintains a humble, steady confidence in our 
sovereign God, but also one that maintains biblical, godly wisdom. God’s sovereignty 
and the application of His wisdom give us the steady scaffolding upon which we may 
face this turbulent, chaotic season in our nation’s history. 
 
Our elders were able to meet last night (remotely, thanks to the Internet) to pray through 
and discuss these matters as it relates to Wayside. I am truly thankful for the 
shepherds that God has given to us at Wayside; they love God and His Word, and they 
love you. They are also wise, and I wish you could have been a proverbial “fly on the 
wall” as our elders related their sincere care for your souls.  
 
At the conclusion, we discussed the best ways we might love God and neighbor. We 
want to take faith-filled, reasonable, and compassionate measures to help mitigate 
the spread of this virus, especially for the sake of those who are most at risk. Therefore, 
all in-person worship and regular church activities (Sunday schools, small groups, choir, 
Bible studies, etc.) are canceled through the end of March, at which point we will 
reevaluate. In lieu of these, however, we want to do our best to connect our community 
and shepherd God’s flock through the following: 
 

• We will livestream Lord’s Day morning worship at 10:45am. You will receive 
an email toward the end of the week with (1) a link to the livestream and (2) an 
order of worship, so you can actively participate. While this cannot replace 



gathered worship (Heb. 10:25), this is a temporary solution whereby we remain 
committed this primary calling and means of grace in spite of the present 
circumstances. 

• Your pastors will be providing devotional and study material as well as book 
and resource recommendations. In addition, your shepherding elder and the 
deacons are ready and prepared to assist and come alongside you. If you need 
anything at all, please reach out to your shepherding elder, a deacon, or a 
pastor. 

• You can still give your tithes and offerings by either (1) mailing a check to the 
church or (2) by giving online at waysidechurch.org/giving. Please join our elders 
and deacons in continuing support of Wayside and our ministries by giving back 
to God His tithes and our offerings. 

• Use the spiritual gifts that God has given you to continue building up the body 
of Christ at Wayside—through prayer, notes of encouragement, phone calls, etc. 
Perhaps you might consider assisting the deacons in their service to the body. 
We can be creative in exploring ways to overcome the social distancing for the 
mutual encouragement of our faith. 

• Finally, we encourage you to pray and, if appropriate, fast—that God would use 
this season in our nation’s history to spark a modern-day reformation and revival. 

 
Please take all necessary precautions of health and safety. The American Red Cross, 
FEMA, and other agencies recommend having a two-weeks supply of food and 
medicine. Stay informed, but don’t let the news drive you to despair! May God’s Word 
be the lens through which you see the world and this present crisis. 
 

“Be still and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations. 
I will be exalted on the earth.” 

LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

   – Psalm 46:10-11 
 
Warmly in Christ, 
Pastor Brian 
 
 


