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by Marah Kittelson on November 13th 

Greetings from Honduras! I would like to start with a formal apology that this newsletter is coming a late 
and is titled with a pun. If you would find it in your heart to forgive me, I can tell you all about the cool 
things that happened in months two and three of the World Race, which I spent in Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua! My time spent in these months showed me what it looks like to walk in intimacy, community, 
and mission alongside some extraordinary believers.  

In both Costa and Nica, we were informed by our hosts that our spiritual growth was a high priority to 
them. In both places, we had time set aside to pray, read our bibles, and learn about the Lord through 
devotionals or books or corporate worship. Through all of these opportunities, I saw what it was like to 
start every day with the Lord, and how sweet it is to spend every day with Him. It is incredible the work 
God desires to do in our lives and in our hearts if we only let Him. 

These months were also big months for community, as both of them were spent with the entire squad - all 
33 of us under one roof! As an extrovert who lived in a sorority house, I thought that community living 
would be an easy transition for me. I wasn’t wrong, per say, but easy is not the word I would use to 
describe two months of non-stop people-ing. There were moments I was so grateful to have so many 
people in my life at once; there were also moments where I could not go anywhere to find solitude and it 
drove me CRAZY. This being said, I learned a whole lot about grace these last two months - as well as a 
lot about joy.  

Mission looked very different for me between Costa and Nica. I spent most of Costa Rica at Playa Azul, a 
poor ‘suburb’ of Jaco, building a park out of recycled tires. It involved a lot of manual labor, as well as 
some impactful moments with the kids in the neighborhood. We also did a whole lot of street evangelism, 
which I’ve talked about in one of my blogs. In Nica, my team was assigned to a ministry start-up called 
the “Tamarindo Project”, where we designed jewelry using tamarind seeds. More on that below! We also 
spent many afternoons doing home visits, where we would pray for families and share testimonies, verses, 
and songs with each other. While both of these months were ‘evangelism heavy’, they were very different 
forms of evangelism, which opened my eyes to the ways I can continue evangelizing back in the States. 

Writing this from month four feels a little surreal. I’m almost done with my first leg of the Race! This 
time has flown by, but it’s been so incredible to see how God has moved in just four short months. It 
gives me so much hope for parts two and three of this journey, as well as reminds me to be looking for 
God everywhere, in every day - every moment, even. During this holiday season which always goes so 
fast, I pray that each person reading this will get to experience God in the little moments. God bless you, 
and thank you so much for your continued support. 

 

- Marah   



 

 

TOP STORIES FROM MONTHS TWO AND THREE 

Tired of Tires (Top Left) 
While in Costa Rica, our hosts thought it very important that we do 
ministry according to our spiritual giftings and personality types. 
So when I was assigned to manual labor for the month, I was a bit 
let down. Yes, I’m capable, but that doesn’t mean I’ll thrive there. 
We also were under the supervision of a man who worked for the 
community, but didn’t seem very fond of working with us...just 
supervising. After the first couple of days there, I was starting to 
feel pretty frustrated. We were planting tires and painting them, 
outlining a soccer field of dirt, and it was exhausting. But one day, 
our ministry site was flooded with children - school was out 
because the teachers were striking! Suddenly, this was my perfect 
ministry. I was playing soccer with children and partnering with 
local grown-ups to build a park/community center for this very 
poor town - and not only a park, but relationships and a foundation 
of faith. Suddenly, the tires were no longer tiring, but exciting! 
The satisfaction that came from our last day celebrating the end of 
the project and the beginning of hope for this community was 
more than I ever could have imagined. 

From the Ground Up (Top Right) 
Nicaragua was another month of unexpected ministry 
opportunities. Our first day, we were assigned “Crafts with 
Caitlyn”, and boy did that sound more fun than “clearing land with 
Tomate”. Our ministry that day (and every morning for the month) 
was to kickstart the “Tamarindo Project”. The basis for the project 
is this: women harvest and process tamarinds already, but to create 
more job opportunities, they’re going to use the seeds to make 
jewelry to sell to future missionaries. Our job was to create 
prototypes of jewelry that American missionaries would buy, and 
then teach the women how to make them. We spent hours over our 
dining room table, copying designs off Pinterest, creating our own, 
undoing them, and trying again. It wasn’t until our last week that 
we got to teach the women who would be heading up this project, 
and we were itching to do so. They are extraordinary leaders, and 
will do amazing things leading women in this endeavor. Not only 
that, but they were kind and friendly to us as we taught them in 
broken Spanish how to make jewelry that Americans would buy. If 
you want to find out more, go to instagram.com/tamarindoproject.  

 

Photo Op 
Here are some of my favorite moments from Costa 
Nica: Some of the kiddos at the Playa Azul Park 
celebration; relaxing on a couch of bags on travel 
day; the sunset over a community church service in 
Granada; and four of us who hiked a volcano in 
Ometepe! 

  

 

Prayers, Please! 
If you have a moment, please pray for these things for me specifically for Honduras: for continued fundraising for my 
teammates; for our host family; for children who are sponsored and their sponsors; for grace for my team in tight living 
quarters; for motivation to accomplish all we want to before the end of the month; finishing strong in this continent before 
prayerfully entering the next continent; for the families of Racers during the holidays, and for the Lord to reveal to us what 
our next steps are after the Race. 


