
 
Month Eight: Cambodia 

 

by Marah Kittelson on February 8th 

Hi, everybody! Month eight of my Race is complete and it was full of little adventures. From visiting 
Angkor Wat to leading an all male team, the Lord led me through all sorts of wild rides - including many 
tuk tuks and one on a moto! So here we go... 

For ministry this month, we were partnered with Cambodian Ministries for Christ International, who 
partners with International Hope School. Double partners all the way! It was a really fast month, but so 
rewarding. We got to go into the outlying villages of Siem Reap to preach to home churches and do 
children’s programs with songs and games and lessons. It was great to encourage the pastor of the 
churches and to offer bible studies to the young congregation. They don’t often have the opportunity to 
hear the word and study it. We also taught English to students in the evenings. While it was difficult to 
teach English without being able to speak Khmer, it was a lot of fun to teach ESL classes, and something 
I look forward to doing in the future on the race and beyond. In my last week there, I was blessed to be 
able to teach music to the students at the International Hope School! It was so incredible to get to do what 
I really love to do, and discover that it’s possible to do it as missions work! Cool! 

Aside from Racer ministry, I also had Squad Leading ministry this month with the men of K-Squad. It 
was challenging for me for a few different reasons. I was one of two women on the team, and it was 
honestly pretty hard to connect. I’m really glad for it, though. It was a great opportunity to pursue 
friendship and growth and learn how to love people no matter what. Ultimately, what the Lord really 
taught me in this month was grace. Grace for myself and grace for others, grace to go where others can’t 
and grace to love when others won’t. 

This month ended with a debrief where we got not just one, but FOUR of our leaders from the States! 
Two of our Alumni Squad Leaders, our Squad Mentor and Bill Swan, the director of the World Race. It 
was a great time of connection and growth. We were able to learn from them and from each other, and we 
had some incredible sessions, conversations, and moments of worship. It was great to bond as a squad and 
look back at the last month, embrace our present, and look forward to our future, on the Race and after. 
And once we were well rested, we left for Thailand and PVT! More on that in the next letter :) 

Before I go, I want to thank you for partnering with me on this crazy journey of faith and growth. I would 
not be here without you, and am so grateful for your financial and prayerful support this year. If you 
would be willing to continue supporting this journey to the end, donations to get me home and back on 
my feet would be deeply appreciated. Donations can be made at https://paypal.me/MKittelson?locale.x=en_US 
May the love of Christ rule in your hearts and minds.  

Blessings to you and yours, 

Marah   

https://paypal.me/MKittelson?locale.x=en_US


 

 

TOP STORIES FROM MONTH FOUR 

First They Killed My Father (Right) 
The history of Cambodia is tragic, to say the least, and its recent 
history has left scars that are still seen in this beautiful country. In 
the 1970s, one of the worst genocides in history took place, 
resulting in approximately 30% of the population of the country 
destroyed, mainly government workers and people of means or 
education. The Khmer Rouge was intensely paranoid, as well as 
determined to bring Cambodia back to its former glory by creating 
an agrarian society - farmers only, no room for anything else. If 
you were found out to be ‘anything else’, you would be killed. 
What is most disturbing to me about it is that it was brother against 
brother - Cambodians against their own countrymen. Typically, 
one race who believes they are superior to another is what occurs 
in genocide.  

What’s crazy is that we met people who were survivors of the 
Khmer Rouge, sat in their homes, under leaking, palm-leaf roofs. 
We experienced the lack of sanitation services and clean or 
running water, and a slowly rising infrastructure. But what was 
most incredible about my time in Cambodia is despite the fact that 
these people had witnessed horrors I can’t imagine, there is hope 
and joy and peace in believers of the Lord that surpasses human 
understanding. We were a small part in encouraging their faith, 
giving reason for their hope, and encouraging them to share their 
joy.  

What I was also reminded of is that they are not unique in bearing 
the scars of national tragedy. Many nations, including our own, 
have seen violence and oppression within their own country, 
brother against brother. But the most amazing thing is that God is 
still good, even in tragedy. He still desires His children to live 
lives characterized by faith, hope, peace, joy, and love, because it 
is not His desire to see millions die in due to genocide, mass 
murder, or terrorist attacks, like it wasn’t His desire for Eve to eat 
the fruit. He desires so much better for us than what we live in - 
He desires to see His kingdom brought to earth. And we get to be a 
part of that. We can make this broken, beat-up planet look more 
like God intended it to if we start loving each other, protecting 
each other, praying earnestly for our neighbors and government 
workers, and people in power in all nations.  

I want to challenge you to be a kingdom bringer wherever you are. 
How can you live against the world and the brokenness in it? What 
can you do in your life to make it look more like the perfect, holy, 
God-focused, neighbor-loving paradise that the Lord intended us 
to live in? 

(If you are interested in learning more, there is an incredible movie 
on Netflix based on a survivor’s memoirs from the Cambodian 
genocide.) 

 

Photo Op 
Here are some of my favorite moments from 
Cambodia: getting a fish massage; singing hymns at 
the home-church; tuk-tuk rides with Alyx for girl 
time; and visiting real life Temple Run (AKA 
Angkor Wat, one of the ancient wonders)! 
 

 


