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“Abounding In the Work of the Lord” 

“Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”  (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

As we exit the so-called relaxing, vacation Summer months and get settled back into our fall routines, my challenge for the 
membership of Friendship is simple:  Discover your spiritual gifts, Find a place of a ministry/service, Get busy serving the Lord 
These were some of the same challenges Duke gave us Monday night on our recently completed “Clash of Titans”. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 identifies a few of the qualities that should mark our “work for the Lord”: 

 “steadfast” = dependable 

 “unmoveable” = determined 

 “always abounding in the work of the Lord” = diligent 

 “forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” = delighted 

May these qualities mark our work for the Lord!  Pastor 

As I was writing my Pastor’s Pen this month, I received the following email from a missionary friend.  It gives some real life ex-
amples of what faithful ministry in a local church looks like and demonstrates the focus of my article.  May it speak to your 
heart and challenge you like it did me. 
 
Dear David, 
I received a letter today from a church in Alabama . . .“To our Missionaries and Friends in Christ—This letter is to update you 
and let you know what is going on at (name of church). Bro. P.F. is still filling the pulpit for us and doing a great job of teaching 
and preaching the word of God and leadership to the church.  We have had six people saved this year.  We are averaging six-
teen in the services.  We are having Sunday school, Sunday morning, and Sunday night services, and Wednesday night  Bible 
study.  In our Wednesday night study we were challenged to learn and recite the books of the Bible and read scripture to raise 
extra money for our Missionaries.  This month you will have extra support because of this.  Our Missionaries are very important 
to our church and we uplift you in our prayers.  Please pray for our church and the growth of our people.” 
What a blessing!  This church has been without a pastor for 4 years and still is faithfully supporting their missionaries. 
 
Over the past several months, I’ve had the privilege to be in two other rural small churches across the USA, each with a similar 
theme.  Faithful members, sustaining the church with their spiritual gifts of teaching, encouragement, evangelism, and much 
more, all without a full time pastor to lead them.  I find myself blessed to have met the men and women of these churches who 
give, study their Bible, teach the Scripture as best as they can.  They have been taught by the faithful preaching and teaching of 
pastors that have led them in the past. 
 
One in Colorado who has faithfully partnered with us for over 22 years, allowed me the privilege to stop and speak to the con-
gregation as I was driving to Kansas.  The men of the church shared the Sunday school hour teaching through the book of Acts.  
There were 15 men in the class.  Each man had a Bible, a few were electronic but most were well worn Bibles.  Each man had a 
pen/pencil and took notes as they studied the verses together.  They shared how the principles that were taught affected their 
lives, their families, their farms, their testimonies in the community.  We prayed for each other, for their lost family members, 
the sick, the aged, and each prayed that God would send them a pastor to lead the church.   
WOW!  I’ve been in stadiums with over 10,000 attending, in camps with thousands, in fellowship meetings with hundreds, but 
the blessed time with these godly, broken, humble, transparent, faithful men was a taste of heaven. 
 
The other was in rural Missouri.  A Sunday morning service led by a pastor who had failed in the past and been restored to ser-
vice.  Another group of faithful families gather on the Lord’s Day singing, praising, praying, studying God’s Holy Word.  This 
church supports missionaries heavily.  The church sits on a hill, with no website, a small sign, simple ranchers, farmers, a few 
school teachers, moms, dads, some grandpas and grandmas, they gathered to worship a living God.  LuAnn and I rejoiced with 
them.  During the service, while they were mentioning a few prayer requests, one of the men asked to share a special request.  
He said, “There are 15 pews in our church.  We have around 50 people here this morning.  I would like to challenge my fellow 
members to each pick a pew and fill it up with 5 people each.”  He said, “our church would be full and we may see some more 
people saved in our small community!”  He even offered to sing a special number if the church reached the goal!  I chuckled.  
But my heart was blessed to see the Gospel work, Christianity strong, faithfulness evidenced in rural America. 
 
Sometimes we think the larger the church, the more vast the impact.  In some ways, this is true, but in each of the above ex-
amples, the church partnered with missionaries at a minimum of $170/month!  Each church never missed sending the support!  
Each congregation shared how blessed they were to have a missionary who was willing to go where they could not and share 
the Gospel with people they would never meet! 
 
I believe these stories are true across our great country and throughout our great fellowship of churches.  I can’t speak for oth-
ers, but I believe our Fellowship is stronger than we think.  These churches, when they get a pastor, may not send their pastor 
to the National Fellowship meetings, but they are clearly part of our Fellowship through partnering with missionaries.  God 
Bless Them! 
 
Sincerely—Greg in Manila 
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FELLOWSHIP DINNER | Thursday, September 20th 
Join us at the DinnerBell in Gold Creek, Montana.  Just an hour drive 
from the church, a unique dining experience you will not want to miss.  
They offer a homemade all-you-can eat family style dinner and a deli and 
store full of homemade products.  A great place to sit and visit with your 
FBC family.  Please sign up at the visitor center if you would like to at-
tend.  Car pool plans and departure times will be announced. 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST | Saturday, September 22nd, 8:30 AM 
Calling all hungry men!! Join us for a great time of fellowship and a 
hearty breakfast!  A $2.00 donation is appreciated. 
 
ATTENTION TEENS!  SEE YOU AT THE POLE 
Wed, Sept. 26th 
Students can freely gather for prayer before school, but it's best to let 
your school administration know about See You at the Pole™.  This is a 
student-led event. That means you! Strong student leadership is crucial 
to the success of your event. Kolter can support you, your parents can 
pray for you, but you need to take charge and take part in See You at the 
Pole™.   We have a supply of  “The Life Book” books that could be dis-
tributed during the event.  Please let Kolter know your plans so your 
church family can pray for you. 
 
5TH SUNDAY FAMILY DAY | September 30th 
A special Sunday to honor and value the family.  We welcome children 
1st grade and older to remain in the sanctuary with their family.  This is 
wonderful time for kids to experience how to listen and learn with the 
adults.  Cathy has worksheets for them to complete during the sermon to 
help them to listen.  Please ask her if your child doesn’t have one.  
 

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES 
We will start by collecting money during Sunday School to purchase 
items for shoe boxes to send to Larrie & Carol Bunyan at Heart Butte for 
children on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.  We will have a contest 
through September between the boys and girls.  Let’s see which group 
can collect the most money for the shopping trip.  We are hoping the 
teens will also get involved this year. 

 
STUDENTS!!  BRING YOUR BIBLE TO SCHOOL DAY 
Thursday, October 4th 
“Let your light shine”  Matthew 5:16.  Students across the nation will 
celebrate religious freedom and share God’s love with their friends. The 
event is designed to empower you as a student to express your belief in 
the truth of God’s Word–and to do so in a respectful way that demon-
strates the love of Christ. Learn more at bringyourbible.org. 
 

MEN’S “ROAD-KILL” COOK-OUT |  Saturday, October 13th 
A great feast at the Deskin place in Jefferson City.  Details to follow next 
month. 
 

AWANA NEWS | Wednesdays, September 5th & 
12th 
 Calling all AWANA workers & teachers!   
Please plan to attend the training session  
September 5th at 7:00 pm  

 Please join us for a community barbeque to welcome 
workers, children, parents, and visitors to a new year of 
AWANA.  The church will provide burgers & hot dogs.  

Church members are encouraged to attend and bring a dish to share.  
This is a great opportunity for Friendship to reach out to our communi-
ty.  Wednesday, September 12th at 6:00 pm. 

CRAFT LADIES | Monday, September 10th 
We will meet at the church at 6:00 pm for fellowship  
and to work on our projects.   
Hope to see you there! 

CALENDAR & STATS 
August 

Average Sunday AM Attendance:  127 
General Fund to date: $108,952 
     Budgeted: $110,435 
Faith Promise Missions (after 13 weeks) 
 To date:  $21,845 
    Budgeted: $20,548 
Total Missions giving (love offerings, special 

projects. etc):            $23,534 
 

SEPT & OCT AT A GLANCE 
Sept 5 AWANA Training 7:00 pm 
Sept 10 Ladies Craft Night 6:00 pm 
Sept 11 Patriot Day 
Sept 12 AWANA BBQ 6:00 pm 
Sept 20 DinnerBell Dinner served at 6:00 pm 
Sept 22 Men’s Breakfast 8:30 am 
Sept 26 See you at the Pole Event 
Sept 30 5th Sunday Family Day 
Oct 4 Bring your Bible to School 
Oct 13 Deskin RoadKill Men’s Feast  
 

SEPTEMBER  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Bill & Myrna Summers (9/23) 
 

HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS 
Prayer requests should be emailed or called 
in to Julie Bury by Thursday of each week for 
our church-wide prayer list.  Contact Julie at 
jbury02011@hotmail.com or 495-9878.   
 
If you’ve had a change of address or 
phone, please contact the church office so we 
can update our records. 
 

If you aren’t getting the Friendship prayer 
requests or church updates by email, please let 
Pastor or the church office know.  We will not 
spam you with worthless emails; we just want 
you to receive pertinent info to the ministry of 
FBC.  

70 VISITORS TO  
FRIENDSHIP THIS SUMMER! 

We had fifty-five adults and fifteen children 
visit our church since May.  What a blessing!  
Hope you greeted someone new to the church.  
Did someone attend that you invited?  FBC’s 
new greeter ministry is taking shape.  These 
numbers show the importance of this ministry.  
We want people to feel welcome and that we 
really appreciate them coming to church.  As 
Duke stated during the seminar last month—
tell them you hope they find what they are 
looking for—and that we sure hope they come 
back.  What an opportunity to make an impact 
and welcome someone to church who may 
have never stepped inside a church door in their 
life!  The greeters may have the most important 
impact on our visitors.   
Please contact Demaris if you are interested in 
participating in this growing ministry.  
 

THE ART OF PARENTING 
SMALL GROUP SERIES 

There is an approach to parenting that can re-
duce the stress and increase the harmony in 
your home.  We are trying to generate an inter-
est in this series.  Please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet at the visitor center if this course 
appeals to you.  Pastor will meet with those 
who signed up to determine the best days and 
time for this study. 


