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A Team Effort
As High School graduation approaches, there is likely a broad range of emotions being felt. There is the
excitement and anxiousness of the graduates who are about to, for the first time, be able to make decisions
fully on their own while having to provide for themselves more than ever before. Then there are the parents;
while there is the excitement of seeing their child grow up, there is also the anxiousness that comes along with
having to trust your children to make wise decisions.
Not being a parent myself, the one area that most concerns me is whether the graduate will stick with their
Christian faith or abandon it. This stems from seeing far too many formerly faithful Christian friends abandon
their faith. As I consider those situations, Proverbs 22:6 seems to typically ring true. “Train up a child in the way
he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” While there is no guarantee that someone who is
“trained in the way he should go” will not “depart from it”, the likelihood of that young person departing from
their faith is greatly decreased when compared to those who are not raised in Christian homes.
Knowing the importance of the home life on the long-term spiritual outcome of the child; my plea and
encouragement for those parents who have young people in the home is twofold.
 First, do not underestimate your influence. As your youth pastor, I strongly desire to see your young
person keep their faith, so, albeit imperfectly, I will do my part to help. However, my influence on your
child pales in comparison to the influence you have as parents.
 That leads me to my second encouragement. I need you to do all you can to provide the best example.
This includes, but is not limited to:
1) instilling in your children a love for the local church and fellow Christians by faithfully having
them in church (Hebrews 10:25)
2) developing an eternal perspective in your children
3) teaching them to love God’s Word through reading it and talking about it together
(Deuteronomy 6:6-7)
4) trying to live consistent with what you say you believe, and
5) being willing to ask for forgiveness when you mess up.
Everyone, myself included, is likely strong in some of these areas and weaker in others. For the sake of your
children, we can improve where we are strong already and where we are weaker.
This is a team effort.
- Kolter Klass -

GRADUATION SUNDAY | MAY 20TH
On this Sunday we will recognize two seniors graduating
from high school. Noah Anspach and Nathan Rasch both
graduate from Jefferson High School at 4:00 pm.
Please pray for these two graduates as they seek
God’s direction for their lives.

Congratulations on a job well done!

PARENTING RESOURCES
The church has some excellent resource material. Recent
purchases include two Getaway kits from Focus on the
Family, “Passport to Identity for Young Men” and “Passport
to Identity for Young Women”. We also have the “Passport
to Purity” set. These are video/study guide setups that
both parent and teen walk through together. They are
available for you to borrow. Please don’t write on the original material and sign it out with Evaleen when you take it.

“I remember my mother's prayers
and they have always followed me.
They have clung to me all my life.”
~Abraham Lincoln

Things You Need to Know

SPECIAL GUEST MISSIONARY MATT WINKLER | SUNDAY, MAY 6th
Matt Winkler will speak during the Sunday School hour and bring the Sunday message, telling us about his church
planting work in Uganda, East Africa. He and his wife Sheri, along with their seven children, live and minister in Iganga,
Uganda. They are currently in the U.S. on furlough to raise much needed support. Matt’s work in Uganda is focused on
training pastors from charismatic churches who have never been trained, but who are searching for the truth. These
churches and pastors need help getting grounded in the truth. Matt’s future plans are to continue teaching pastors how to
lead their churches biblically and how to start new churches themselves. They are also working to translate much of the
Bible institute material into Luganda for those students who don’t know English. They will also work to help missionaries
who might come in, to get settled into the country and establish an affective, biblical philosophy of ministry for Uganda.
AWANA YEAR END CELEBRATION | WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 6:00pm
This year’s AWANA celebration night will be extra special. Not only will there be a BBQ dinner but the clubbers and
their siblings and friends can also play carnival games! FBC members are encouraged to attend and bring a side dish to
share. The church will provide the meat and drinks. Contact Patty Smith with questions.
MOTHER’S DAY | SUNDAY, MAY 13TH
We will be honoring all mothers with a gift and special message from Pastor.

Happy Mother’s Day!

LADIES’ CRAFT NIGHT | MONDAY, MAY 14TH, 6:00pm
All the women of the church are invited to bring their favorite craft and join us at
the church for fellowship and crafting. Contact person: Sandy Rolan.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Cathy and Patty will be staring the new ladies Bible study on May 20th at 9:30.
The name of the study is “No other gods” by Kelly Minter. “In this 8-session,
revised and expanded study, learn to identify the functional gods you may be
unknowingly serving and the lies they tell. As you dethrone your modern-day
idols, you’ll be set free for the deeper, more abundant life Jesus came to give
you—discovering that Jesus can do what no other god can.” All girls, women,
and grandmothers—are welcome to join us.
GREETERS COMMITTEE NEWS
The greeters committee had a successful first “official” month of service with rotating teams of greeters before every
church service and before Sunday School every Sunday in April. Thanks to everyone who served!
We recently met as a group to review what we should all be thinking about when greeting new visitors. We discussed
how our visitors are precious and golden—and they should be on the top of our awareness EVERY Sunday, whether we
are greeting that week or not! We realize that newcomers might be coming to Friendship with deep spiritual need and
talked about being sensitive to their comfort level. We are committed to making a visit to our church a rewarding and
pleasant experience from the moment a new visitor walks in our doors! We also discussed the importance of making
further introductions to other members, and the church leadership, and making sure the visitor fills out a connection card
and receives a welcome gift. We also want to make sure to take the opportunity to invite the visitor back soon for another
opportunity to be in God’s house.
We also talked about having a 2nd team up in the foyer to catch folks who come in the back door and we will be
implementing this idea soon. And as always, we gladly welcome everyone’s participation in putting the “Friendly” in
Friendship!!
SPRING WORK DAY | SATURDAY, MAY 19TH, 8:00am
Everyone is busy with Spring cleaning and yard work at their home, but we also need to do some of that same work here
at our church home. We encourage all FBC members to help prepare the grounds and building for warmer weather.
Lunch will be provided as a thank-you for your elbow grease on Saturday. There are posters around the church that list
what needs to be done. Can’t come work on the 19th? You are welcome to come whenever it is convenient for you and
complete something on the list. There is a sign-up sheet at the visitor center—please write your name beside the task you
are willing to complete and please cross it off when you are done.
Many thanks to all who contribute! Contact one of the trustees if you
MAY EVENTS
May 6
Special Business Meeting—Mission
have any questions.
CHURCH RESOURCES SIGN-OUT
There is a new sign-out form on the door between the Secretary’s and
Pastor’s offices for all church resource material. There is also a new
sign out sheet in Kolter’s office for any library material you check out.
We want to share the church resources with everyone, but we need to
keep track of it too. Missing! the “Truth Project” DVDs—f you
borrowed these at any time, please look around your home to see if
they might still be there.
CAMP DATES Mark your calendars with the following group camps
for this summer: Junior Camp—June 12-15, Father’s Day Camp—
June 15 & 16, Junior High Camp—June 18-22, and Senior High
Camp—June 25-29 - Family Camp—June 29-July 1st.

Buget approval
AWANA Celebration Night,
BBQ 6:00 p.m.
Mother’s Day
Ladies’ Craft Night
Spring Work Day, 8:00 am
Graduation Day

May 9
May 13
May 14
May 19
May 20

APRIL STATS
Average Sunday Morning Service Attendance: 127
General Fund to date:
$56,529
Budgeted:
$55,667
Missions giving after 48 weeks:
Faith Promise: $74,464
Budgeted:
$76,450

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests should be emailed or called in to

Julie Bury by Thursday of each week for our church-wide prayer list. Contact
Julie at 495-9878 or jbury02011@hotmail.com

MAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Brian & Darlene Rushing (5/13)
Bill & Kelly Zimmerman (5/20)
Neil & Anna Young (5/25)
John & Karena Bemis (5/28)
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