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DECEMBER 7

He Comes to Bless Us
Moses said, “The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. And 
it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be 
destroyed from the people.” And all the prophets who have spoken, from 
Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. You 
are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your 
fathers, saying to Abraham, “And in your offspring shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.” God, having raised up his servant, sent him to 
you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.

ACTS 3:22–26

What this passage teaches us is that God brought Jesus onto the scene of history to 
bless people. “In your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”

God said to his Son in heaven, “The time is fulfilled; I have promised blessing; now 
is the time to make good on my promise; you will be my emissary of blessing; I want 
blessing to come to the world; I have so much to give; go now and bless my people, 
bless them; indeed bless all the families of the earth through them, bless them, bless 
them.”

You can see this in verses 25 and 26 as God’s blessing is mentioned twice. In verse 26, 
it says explicitly that God sent Jesus to the people of Israel to bless them. And when it 
says that God sent him to Israel first, it means that he will send the blessing on to others 
after that. Verse 25 makes plain that this was God’s aim in the covenant he made with 
Abraham: “In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Blessing for the Jews 
and then, through them—through the Jewish Messiah—blessing for all the peoples, and 
that includes you.

So I say to you that God is moving toward you with blessing in this Advent season. You 
are in verse 25. It doesn’t matter that two millennia have passed. With God, a thousand 
years is as a day (2 Pet. 3:8). With him, it is as though he made this promise two days 
ago. That’s how fresh the blessing for you is today. If you will move toward him in faith, 
you will receive the blessing. That is what Christmas is all about—the greatest blessing.



DECEMBER 8

God Can Be Trusted
Moses said, “The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. And 
it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be 
destroyed from the people.” And all the prophets who have spoken, from 
Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. You 
are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your 
fathers, saying to Abraham, “And in your offspring shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.” God, having raised up his servant, sent him to 
you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.

ACTS 3:22–26

From the same passage, we now learn that part of the blessing is the demonstration of 
the truthfulness of God.

Peter piles up the promises. In verse 22 he says that Moses predicted the coming of 
a prophet like himself. In verse 24 he says that all the prophets from Samuel on down 
proclaimed these days—the days of Jesus. In verse 25 he says that God made a 
promise to Abraham about these days. The point is that when Jesus comes, he confirms 
the truth of all these promises. He shows that God is trustworthy; he keeps his word.

Here is the way Paul put it in Romans 15:8: “Christ became a servant to the circumcised 
[that is, the Jews] to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to 
the patriarchs.” So there it is, stated crystal clear: Christ came to prove that God tells the 
truth, that God keeps his promises. Christmas means that God can be trusted.

This is part of the blessing that he brings—and that he offers you in this Advent season. 
It is a blessing because where it is forsaken, moral and spiritual life disintegrates. The 
foundation of moral life is God’s truthfulness. A society that forsakes the centrality of the 
absolute truthfulness of God forsakes the foundation of truth, the foundation of morality, 
and the foundation of beauty.

Christmas is the reassertion of the foundation of all truth and goodness and beauty, 
because Christmas means: God is truthful.

God’s truthfulness is the constant in a universe of flux. God’s truthfulness is the 
unwavering absolute. If we forsake God’s truthfulness, the anchor is up, the rudder is 
loose, the keel is broken, and the ship of life (political life, social life, educational



DECEMBER 9

Why the Son of Man?
Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.

JOHN 1:51

Why is Jesus called the Son of Man in verse 51 and elsewhere in the Gospels? It has 
everything to do with Advent.

It’s not simply because he is human. It’s because the figure of a “son of man” in Daniel 
7:13 is both human and far more than human. This was Jesus’s favorite designation for 
him- self—Son of Man. It’s used over eighty times in the Gospels, and only Jesus uses it 
to refer to himself.

He got the title “Son of Man” from Daniel 7:13–14:
I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him.
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed.

This is the language of kingship and glory and sovereignty (John 3:13; 5:27; 6:62). But 
it has a different ring than the titles Son of God and King of Israel. It sounds more lowly 
and ordinary. So when he used it, his claims to kingship and glory and sovereignty didn’t 
sound so overt. Only those who had ears to hear broke through to the exalted meaning 
of the term Son of Man when Jesus used it.

So this time it was not the Jewish leaders who used the title to bring him to the cross. 
Jesus himself used it that way. The key verse is John 3:14–15: “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life.”

life, scientific life, family life) is simply at the mercy of the wind of human wishes.

So I say it with all my heart: demonstrating the truthfulness of God is a great blessing. Give that 
blessing to your children. Say to the next generation again and again: God is truthful; God keeps 
his word; God does not lie; God can be trusted! That’s one blessing of Advent. Receive it as a 
wonderful Christmas gift, and give it to as many people as you can.



DECEMBER 10

What Christmas 
Came to Destroy

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

1 JOHN 3:8

The coming of the eternal Son of God into the world as the God-man, Jesus Christ, is 
a fact of history. Yet thousands of people say they believe this fact but then live just like 
every- body else. They have the same anxieties that good things will be lost and the 
same frustrations that crummy things can’t be changed. Evidently, there is not much 
power in giving right answers on religious surveys about historical facts.

That’s because the coming of the Son of God into the world is so much more than a 
historical fact. It was a mes- sage of hope sent by God to teenagers and single parents 
and crabby husbands and sullen wives and overweight women and impotent men and 
disabled neighbors and people with same- sex attraction and preachers and lovers—
and you.

And since the Son of God lived, died, rose, reigns, and is coming again, God’s message 
through him is more than a historical fact. It is a Christmas gift to you from the voice of 
the living God.

Thus says the Lord: the meaning of Christmas is that what is good and precious in your 
life need never be lost, and what is evil and undesirable in your life can be changed. The 
fears that the few good things that make you happy are slipping through your fingers, 
and the frustrations that the bad things you hate about yourself or your situation can’t be 
changed—these fears and these frustrations are what Christmas came to destroy.

It is God’s message of hope this Advent that what is good need never be lost and what 
is bad can be changed. The Devil works to take the good and bring the bad. And Jesus 
came to destroy the works of the Devil.

So you could say that the greatest glory Nathanael, or you and I, would ever see is the 
glory of the Son of Man, the Lord of heaven, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
lifted up on a cross to die for sinners.

So when you see him this Advent season as Son of God and as King of Israel and as 
Son of Man, make sure that you see him dying to give you eternal life and, therefore, 
see him as glorious.



DECEMBER 11

The Celebration of God’s Love
God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.

JOHN 3:16

In John 3:16, Jesus teaches us that the God who exists loves. Let that sink in. The God 
who absolutely is. Loves. He loves. Of all the things you might say about God, be sure 
to say this: he loves.

The same writer of John 3:16 says in 1 John 4:8, “God is love.” Which I take to mean at 
least this: giving what’s good and serving the benefit of others is closer to the essence of 
God than getting and being served. God is without needs. God inclines to meet needs. 
God is a giver. God is love.

So Jesus tells us more specifically what he means by love in John 3:16. “God so loved 
. . .” The “so” here doesn’t mean an amount of love, but a way of loving. He doesn’t 
mean, God loved so much, but God loved this way. “God so loved” means “God thus 
loved.”

How? What is the way God loved? He loved such “that he gave his only Son.” And we 
know that this giving was a giving up to rejection and death. “He came to his own, and 
his own people did not receive him” (John 1:11). Instead they killed him. And Jesus said 
of all this, “I glorified you [Father] on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do” (John 17:4). So when the Father gave his only begotten Son, he gave him to 
die.

That’s the kind of love the Father has. It is a giving love. It gives his most precious 
treasure—his Son.

Meditate on that this Advent. It was a very costly love. A very powerful love. A very 
rugged, painful love. The meaning of Christmas is the celebration of this love. “God so 
loved . . .” And wonder of wonders, God gives this costly love to an undeserving world of 
sinners, like us.



DECEMBER 12

The Glory of the 
Word Made Flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
JOHN 1:1

There have always been sectarian groups who have resisted the mystery implied in 
these two phrases: “the Word was with God” and “the Word was God.” They say, in their 
bondage to merely human conceptuality, you can’t have it both ways. Either he was 
God, or he was with God. If he was with God, he wasn’t God. And if he was God, he 
wasn’t with God.

So to escape the truth of these two sentences, sometimes they change the translation. 
But what this verse teaches is that the one we know as Jesus Christ, before he was 
made flesh, was God, and that the Father also was God. There are a plurality of persons 
and a singular God. This is part of the truth that we know as the Trinity. This is why we 
worship Jesus Christ and say with Thomas in John 20:28, “My Lord and my God!”

John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.”

Why was he called “the Word”? One way to answer this is to ponder what he might have 
been called and why this would have been inadequate in relationship to “the Word.”

For example, he might have been called “the Deed.” One of the differences between a 
deed and a word is that a deed is more ambiguous. If we think our words are sometimes 
unclear and subject to various interpretations, our deeds are far more unclear and 
ambiguous. That’s why we so often explain our- selves with words. Words capture the 
meaning of what we do more clearly than the deeds themselves. God did many mighty 
deeds in history, but he gave a certain priority to the Word. One of the reasons, I think, is 
that he puts a high value on clarity and communication.

Another example is that John might have called him “the Thought.” In the beginning was 
the Thought. But one of the differences between a thought and a word is that a word 
is generally pictured as moving outward from the thinker for the sake of establishing 
communication. I think John wanted us to conceive of the Son of God as existing 
both for the sake of communication between him and the Father and for the sake of 
appearing in history as God’s communication to us.



A third example is that John might have called him “the Feeling.” In the beginning 
was the Feeling. But again, I would say, feelings do not carry any clear conception or 
intention or meaning. Feelings, like deeds, are ambiguous and need to be explained—
with words.

So it seems to me that calling Jesus “the Word” is John’s way of emphasizing that the 
very existence of the Son of God is for the sake of communication. First, and foremost, 
he exists, and has always existed, from all eternity for the sake of communication with 
the Father. Secondarily, but infinitely important for us, the Son of God became divine 
communication to us. One might say, in summary, calling Jesus “the Word” implies that 
he is “God-Expressing-Himself.” To us.

DECEMBER 13

Christmas Cut History in Half
All the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who 

came after him, also proclaimed these days.
ACTS 3 :  24

There is something tremendously important to get hold of here for understanding the 
biblical teaching about prophecy and fulfillment.

We often think of prophecy as relating to what is yet future or to what is now beginning 
to happen in the world. And we easily forget that what is past for us was future for the 
prophets. What we need to remember is that with the coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world, the days of fulfillment, proclaimed by all the prophets, began. And ever since 
the first Christmas we have been living in those days. The “last days” foretold by the 
prophets are not the twenty-first century. The last days began in AD 1. This is the 
uniform New Testament witness. Paul said in

1 Corinthians 10:11 that the Old Testament events happened “to them as an example, 
but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.” 
For Paul, the end of the ages was not two thousand years later in the twenty-first 
century.

No. The beginning of the end was already present in the first century. The long-awaited 
Messiah had come. So the writer to the Hebrews (1:1–2) says, “At many times and in 
many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has 



spoken to us by his Son.” When God sent his Son into the world, the last days began.

It is a great privilege to live in the last days because, Joel prophesied, “in the last days . 
. . God will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh” (Joel 2:28). All the prophets looked forward 
to the day when the Messiah, the Son of David, the King of Israel, would come, for that 
would be a day of great blessing for God’s people. And now he has come, his kingdom 
has been inaugurated, and we live in an age of fulfillment.

What we anticipate in the future at Christ’s second coming is not something completely 
new but rather the consummation of the blessings we already enjoy, because the 
promises have begun to be fulfilled in our lives.

Christmas cut history into two ages: the age of promise and the age of fulfillment. So 
when Peter says in Acts 3:24, “All the prophets . . . proclaimed these days,” we see that 
he means “these last days” (Heb. 1:2), in which God has spoken to us in his Son, the 
days from the first Christmas to the time of consummation yet to come.

This is where we live. The already of fulfillment is massive incarnation, crucifixion, 
atonement, propitiation, resurrection, ascension, heavenly reign, intercession, 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, global missions, ingathering of the nations, church, 
New Testament Scriptures, prayer in Jesus’s name, joy unspeakable, and purchased 
certainty.

But the not yet is real and wonderful and waiting for its time: the second coming, the 
resurrection of the dead, new and glorious bodies, the end of sinning, glorification, 
judgment on all unbelief, rewards, entrance into the Master’s joy, new heavens and 
new earth, Jesus present among his people face- to-face, no more misery, pleasures 
forevermore.

Christmas split history. Foretastes of the future abound. Drink deeply on what he 
achieved for us. And be filled with hope for all that is coming.
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