
 

Helpful supplemental resources for our Fall sermon series and small group studies: 

Bobrick, Benson, Wide as the Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution it Inspired. New 
York: Simon and Schuster, 2001. One of numerous books written in advance of the 400th anniversary of 
“The Authorized Version”, otherwise known as the King James Bible. This explores the versions and 
interpreters/translators that preceded and produced the KJV. (on Janine’s shelf) 

Borg, Marcus, Reading The Bible Again For The First Time: Taking the Bible Seriously But Not Literally. 
New York: Harper San Francisco, 2001. An accessible read that makes a case for learning new ways to 
read the sacred texts. (on Janine’s shelf) 

Brettler, Marc Zvi, How to Read the Bible. Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 2005. From the 
jacket: “This book is the first “Jewish sensitive” introduction to the historical-critical method of 
interpreting the bible.” (on Janine’s shelf) 

Gomes, Peter J., The Good Book: Reading the Bible with Mind and Heart. New York: William Morrow and 
Company, 1996. Gomes intent is to explore three questions about the bible: “What is it? How is it used? 
What does it have to say to me?” (church library, next to bible reference volumes) 

McGrath, Alister, In the Beginning: The Story of the King James Bible and How it Changed a Nation, a 
Language, and a Culture. New York: Doubleday, 2001. Another from the “pre-anniversary” time period. 
This includes a contextual setting and consideration of the societal impact of the KJV. Written by a highly 
respected historical theology teacher. (on Janine’s shelf) 

Reference books (in the church library): 

The New Interpreter’s Bible. Twelve volumes covering the familiar canon as well as the Apocrypha. Side-
by-side translations from New International Version and New Revised Standard Version provide easy 
comparison of the choices made by interpreters of the Hebrew and Greek texts. 

The New Interpreter’s Bible Dictionary. Six volumes with many extensive articles on biblical persons, 
places, and themes.  

There are also several annotated and study bibles in the church library, along with a number of different 
translations. 

 

 


