
 
 
 
Dear Fairlington Family, 
     On January 3rd, a group of persons working on a resolution to the denominational struggles of The United Methodist 
Church released a document entitled Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation. Many major media outlets 
reported on the story, including The Washington Post. Many of you may have already seen or heard about this through 
those sources, and may be wondering what it means to us. While we do not know the full impact, if such a plan were to be 
approved and enacted by General Conference 2020, we do know it has already brought about some anxiety, and hope. 
There are a lot of questions. 
     To that end, I am including a prayer for you to use, as you wish, and a few resources. At the end is a  link you can use 
to explore the available materials. We also, as of today, established a dedicated email account for the purpose of receiving 
your questions and comments. That address is: GC2020@fairlingtonumc.org.  
     We have also continued our Alexandria Pastry Shop Office Hours for every Thursday from 9-11am.  You are welcome 
to grab a coffee and share your concerns. 
     A General Conference Study Group for Fairlington was already formed and the first meeting scheduled, for this week. 
So, in some sense we were prepared, though none of us knew that it would include this option. Look for regular 
communications from us in the future. We want everyone interested to be informed about developments that affect us. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
  
Rev. Dr.Janine Howard 
Pastor 
 
 Resources 
https://vaumc.org/SeparationAgreement  Updates will be posted to the VAUMC (Virginia United Methodist Conference) 
web site. 
 

Prayer 

Loving God, timeless source of wisdom and strength; 
   once again we are in a place of confusion, uncertainty and hope. 
Thank you for promising to listen to us, 
  even when we complain and lash out. 
We are grateful that you also accept our grief without judgment. 
While we know we are not alone it can be hard to believe it. 
Sometimes we need the assurance of your presence, 
   and of the support of others. 
This is not the first time your Church has struggled. 
Still, change is not easy. 
Help us keep all things in perspective as we persist in prayer 

   and in faithful service. 
In the name of Christ, who is above and in all, now and always. 
Amen 
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