
Winter Worship Series 

“Consider Your Own Call” 

It is not unusual for a clergyperson to be asked about how they “decided” to follow a 
calling in a church vocation. These questions are as likely to come from those outside of 
faith community experiences as within. Curiosity, it seems, is the benign motivation for these 
conversations.  

What if we started asking similar questions of every baptized person? After all, Methodism 
developed as a lay-led movement within the Church of England. How could we stimulate 
thinking about the connections between our faith and other aspects of our lives, like our 
professions? We are all called. 

By understanding our own sense of call, and response to it, we can better live out our deep 
commitment to justice, peace and inclusion. As our denominational mission statement says, 
we are invited into discipleship “for the transformation of the world”.  

The Winter Worship Series will explore these thoughts, with participation from clergy and 
laity alike. Reverend Christian White will launch the series on January 9th, Baptism of the Lord 
Sunday. The congregation is invited to contemplate the words of St. Paul (above) as we all 
reaffirm our baptismal vows.  
For more information, please contact either Janine Howard (janine@fairlingtonumc.org) or 
Christian White (christian@fairlingtonumc.org). The phone number is 703.671.8557. 
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Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: 

- not many of you were wise by human standards, -

not many were powerful,

not many were of noble birth.

But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;

God chose what is low and despised in the world,

things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,

so that no one - might boast in the presence of God.
   (1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29) 
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