
2023 FUMC Leadership Team

Fairlington United Methodist Church 
Leadership Team 2022 Fourth Quarter Report 

Leadership Team Chair, Andrew Hunter
(12/2024)

Trustees Chair, Lana Hurdle (12/2025)

Staff Parish Relations Chair, Vacant

Finance Committee Chair, Stephen Ng (12/2025)

Lay Member to Annual Conference, (Vacant)

Secretary, Connie Cartledge (12/2024) 

President, Fairlington United Women in Faith,
Karlene Masters**

President, United Methodist Men, Marc Dapas**

Lead Pastor: Rev Dr. Janine Howard (voting
member)

Clergy: Christian White (non-voting)

Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill (non-voting)

Director of Music, Dr. Louise Wilson (non-voting)

Treasurer, Holly Sapp (Staff, non-voting)

• In churches where UWF and UMM are chartered, as is the case at FUMC, the two groups follow their own 
guidelines regarding term limits.


• Leadership Team meetings are open meetings. All FUMC members may attend as non-voting members

By Andrew Hunter, Chair, Leadership Team 
Christ was a servant leader. Leadership is all about serving others.  We are thanking several leaders 
who have devoted their extraordinary gifts and time and service to our church and are rotating off the 
leadership team. If you see these people listed below, please thank them for their service and 
dedication.

Clint Stretch (Trustees Chair), Val Berry (Staff Parish relations Chair), Randy Nuckols (Finance Chair), 
Roma Sexon (Treasurer), Beth Strausser (Lay member to annual conference), Gerry Hebert (lay 
leader)

I came on as leadership team chair a year ago filling the very big shoes of Anne Wilson.  Anne 
continues to be engaged as ever in her emeritus role providing energy to so many church activities and 
community services.  I see our emeritus leaders as a vital source of wisdom and positive energy.  Here 
is the latest roster of our leadership team and the dates when their service ends:



I hope you are all having a good start to 2023.  I am being mindful to eat my PIES and try my best to 
keep balance in my life.  I use this simple tool to remind myself when I feel out of sorts by looking at my 
PIES to see what is not being attended to.    

Mission Areas
CARING FOR CREATION 
Thanks to Elijah Solomon’s Eagle Scout project the FUMC habitat has achieved its goal of having an 
accessible path from the parking area into the gathering circle for those with mobility issues.



RENTAL SECURITY DEPOSIT ASSISTANCE 
In 2022, RSDAP offered security deposit assistance to 121 households, for a total expenditure of $36,118.  
Our unique and long-standing program assists persons to access affordable housing with grants up to $300.  
The RSDAP Club has grown slightly this year with 39 members who have made commitments for  twice-
yearly giving.  Because of the Fairlington’s strong financial commitment to this mission, we have been able to 
raise the grants in special circumstances to $400 or $500. 

As the financial supports and eviction moratoriums provided during the pandemic have ended, our 
community partners in Alexandria and Arlington are stretched even thinner trying to assist households as 
they struggle to cover rent, gas, electricity, food, and other critical needs.  Services have been retooled to 
offer safer telephone follow-up and tightened interagency collaboration with a special focus on eviction 
prevention.  However, meeting the increased need—often from persons who have not had to seek help in the 
past—has been difficult for both agency staff, churches, and volunteers.   Fairlington’s RSDAP continues to 
be relied upon by our community partners as a dependable resource and a key component of the regional 
safety net.

IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE SUPPORT 
FUMC was a sponsor for Just Neighbors’ Lady Liberty birthday party in October. This year the event raised 
more $$ than for any previous LLBP. The funds support immigrants who need affordable legal assistance to 
obtain work permits and get help in situations of domestic violence, as well as supporting them in various 
aspects of moving through the immigration system.

FUMC, in collaboration with Christ Church and other Alexandria churches, provided support for Thanksgiving 
gift cards for families in addition to pistachios for 50 refugee family food baskets. The latter were mostly for 
Afghan refugees who had recently arrived in the US.

FUMC also provided financial support for Alexandria City Public School children who could not afford to 
access immunizations required for school entry.

  FOOD SECURITY 

The Ng family and the 41st Annual 
StepALIVE! Walkathon

ALIVE: FUMC provided food distributions on the third Saturday of each month. The number of 
households served averaged about 125-150/month. Thanks to everyone who has continued to provide 
re-usable bags for this. The Hunger Free event had a great turnout and packaged over 20,000 meals.



During the December holidays FUMC participated in Angel Tree giving for Rising Hope and other 
children referred through Alexandria Social Services. More than 89 families and 232 children were served.

Fairlington United Women in Faith created themed gift baskets for Just Neighbors and ALIVE! for 
their silent auctions and raffles.  We purchased Christmas gifts for three Afghani children as part of the 
Angel Tree Project and sent Christmas cards to retired United Methodist missionaries.  

SPRC finished the year, we hope, putting Fairlington in a hopeful place.  The departure of our office 
manager to relocation and our administrative assistant to retirement left us in a difficult position for many 
months.  In October we interviewed two candidates and hired them both with a beginning date in 
November. Anna Bethel is now our full-time office manager, tasked with managing our office, producing 
Sunday orders of worship and announcements, greeting all coming into the office, coordinating building 
use, and facilitating Sunday morning worship on Youtube. 

Holly Sapp is our new part-time administrative assistant and Treasurer. She is responsible for 
bookkeeping tasks, facilitating the Stewardship Campaign, reporting all statistics and forms per the UMC 
and Virginia Conference requirements, and other duties required for a well-run office.  Both Anna and 
Holly are settling in well and are hard at work.

Trustees: Replacement of the Sanctuary chiller consumed most of the Trustee’s autumn efforts. The 
project is now on pause awaiting the arrival of a major electrical component, the need for which was not 
originally anticipated. The system should be operational before we need cooling regularly. The chiller 
replacement project has highlighted the poor state of our electrical infrastructure, the newest parts of 
which are 60 years old. The trustees incurred significant added costs related to electrical systems so that 
the church can successfully execute future projects without wasting current investment.

This chiller replacement project is limited to Sanctuary air conditioning. The heating system—with its three 
1950’s era boilers—continues to presents the largest potential for unplanned disruption to our ministries.

Fairlington United Methodist Men (FUMM) activities were highlighted by our annual Christmas tree 
sales event.  Both Cub Scout Pack 350 and Boy Scout Troop 350 helped to make the event a success.  The 
funds raised from the tree sales are being used to support various community charities.  Plans are underway 
for the 2023 FUMC/Brotherhood of Beth El Hebrew congregation interfaith Dinner which will be hosted by 
Beth El in 2023. And because you can never get enough chicken…


