
 

In 2020, FUMC spent $34,070 
helping 118 households move into 
affordable, safe and secure 
homes. 
 

As you can guess, the pandemic  
and the quarantine made many 
bad situations worse for our neigh-
bors. Here are but a few of the 
stories behind the numbers. 

 
 

A man living on disability income 
struggled with both the loss of his 
childhood home and the death of 
his mother and stepfather from 
covid.  He had saved $900 toward 
the $1550 needed for the security 
deposit.  RSDAP grant helped him 
to move into his own Section 8 
subsidized apartment,  “...the only 
bright thing in my life right now.” 

 
Last September a home health aide 
and her child moved into a subsi-
dized apartment. Recently manage-
ment sent her a pay-or-quit notice 
stating  she still owed $100 on her 
security deposit. By then she had 
no funds and was unable to return 
to work, having caught Covid. Her 
unemployment benefits ended as 
well. 
 
 

A disabled woman was in the hos-
pital receiving cancer treatment. 
Meanwhile, her landlady sold the 
house she was renting, forcing the 
woman to move right away. Fair-
lington UMC collaborated with 
Bridges for Independence to help 
with housing applications and se-
curity deposit assistance. 
 
 

A phlebotomist from Missouri was 
in Alexandria working on contract, 
living in a residence hotel and 
sending money home for live-in 
child care. Her husband was in a 
long-term nursing facility back 
home and was unable to care for 
the children. All of a sudden her 
child care provider quit and abrupt-
ly sent her four children out here to 
live with their mom.  She found her 
family an apartment she could af-
ford but could not swing the $1700 
security deposit. Our funds and 
our links with community agencies 
helped her meet the challenge. 

Our stories provide just a few examples of the ways in which 
Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program (RSDAP) 
collaborates with community service agencies to help families 
overcome the first barrier to securing and maintaining safe and 
affordable housing.  
 

The inability to meet the $1,000 to $2000 market-rate security deposit 
requirements means our neighbors can’t take advantage of housing 
vouchers or subsidized rentals. and may quickly result in eviction if 
delayed payments are not made on time. 
 

Through your gifts to the church and to the FUMC Rent Security 
Deposit Assistance Program we are able to offer one-time grants of 
up to $300 toward a security deposit to help homeless and low-
income persons move to housing that they can afford in Alexandria 
and Arlington.  
 

So far in 2021 RSDAP has offered grants to 79 households for a total 
of $22,832 — already well ahead of the pace of requests last year. 
The requests from our community partners continue to come in at 
record pace while the struggle to find affordable housing continues to 
grow. 
 

In order to assist during the coming Fall and Winter, we need the 
continued strong mission response, generosity and commitment of 
our church family and we need your help now. 
 
 

How Can You Help? 

Join the Club! To help sustain this mission with a consistent source 
of funding, make a commitment for twice-yearly contributions to the 
RSDAP fund. We will send reminders twice a year in March and 
September. Find the sign-up brochures on the Connect boards or 
sign up on-line. Designate your contribution for RSDAP Club. 
 

Make a donation to the RSDAP fund. Simply write a check to 
FUMC with RSDAP in the memo line. Or make a one-time 
contribution online at fairlingtonumc.org/give/give. 

Give by Text: Text "GIVE" to 205-TXT-FUMC (205-898-3862). 
 

Make a donation at Worship September 12.  All special donations 
(both in-person and online) on September 12 will be dedicated to the 
RSDAP Fund.  
  

Whenever you are paying your rent or mortgage, consider writing 
a check or text a donation for RSDAP each month. Or add $10 or 
more to your monthly pledge, and allot it to RSDAP. Ask the church 
office how.                 ~Carolyn DeVilbiss SecDepositFUMC@gmail.com  

Many of our neighbors are trying to cope with 
    limited or no income 
 medical and health problems 
  the pandemic and quarantine 
                          sudden life events and transitions 
   scarcity of affordable housing 
                                        limited availability of rent subsidies. 

 

All these challenges can result in a financial crisis, forcing 
people into precarious, unstable living environments.  
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The FUMC Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 
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