
 
 
 
 

December 5, 2021 at 9:00am                                                                        Congregation reads the BOLD print out loud. 
Second Sunday of Advent                          Hymn or UMH = United Methodist Hymnal            TFWS = The Faith We Sing 
 

Greeting 
 

Call to Confession 

Saints, let us trust in God’s love for us and confess our sin, confident in God’s mercy.  
                 ~Feasting on the Word 

Prayer of Confession 
Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have not listened. We have not always 
determined what is best or made way for your reign in our lives, our church, and our society. 
Forgive us, we pray, and renew your covenant within us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  

              ~Feasting on the Word  
Declaration of Forgiveness 

Friends, I am confident of this: 
if we repent, God is sure to forgive us. 
The One who began a good work in us will bring it to completion. 
Grateful for the promise of joy and of peace, let us share that peace with one another. 

~Feasting on the Word                                
 

Exchange Signs of Peace 
By placing my hands on my heart, and then removing them, I am exposing my vulnerable heart to 
you. I am saying: By the grace of God, I am not going to hold myself back from you in fear. When I 
extend my open hands to you, I am saying: Not only am I not trying to hide and defend myself, but I 
also only have peace to give. And the eye contact means it’s personal, it’s not flippant, it’s significant, 
this matters to me, it’s a kind of promise.  

-Jessica Young, movement therapist and counselor 
 

Hymn 211 v.2 and Antiphon 2          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                       VENI EMMANUEL 

 

Hebrew Scripture                       Malachi 3:1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 
Gospel Reading                           Luke 1: 68-79 
    “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He 

has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth 
of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all 
who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 
covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from 
the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all 



our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 
prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the 
tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

Reflections 
 

Prayers of the People   
 

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
   
…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving.  
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

 
The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

We Receive the Bread and the Cup 
 

Hymn 214 v.1          Savior of the Nations, Come           NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND                                            
 

Dismissal with Blessing 

Worship Team 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, janine@fairlingtonumc.org 

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue, jackie@fairlingtonumc.org 

Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson, louise@fairlingtonumc.org 
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie 

Production: Jackie Weavill Donoghue, Jake Souza 
Ushers: 9am Fred Geisler 11am Sarah Laryea, Laurie Willshire,  

Heather Viehl-Yee, Jeff Barnes, Wray Sexson 
 



Sunday, December 5 & 12:  Please Bring Your Angel Tree Gifts.  You can lay them near the tree in front of the 
sanctuary. Do not wrap the presents. Instead, bring the presents in gift bags (tissue paper is fine) or unwrapped to the church. Gifts can be 
packaged together with the entire ornament card included to prepare and provide to the parent. If you need to make other arrangements for 
drop-off, we are happy to accommodate.  
We still have a few angels left on the tree. Take an ornament card from the tree with the first name of a child in our community, including 
age and gender. Those children with siblings are grouped together for family shopping. Feel free to sponsor a family with a small group, 
Sunday School class or a family. The names of single child households are also available.  If you prefer to participate "virtually" email 
Denise Taylor at hokies91@cox.net or call her at 703.400.3677. Information on a child can be provided electronically and gift drop-off 
arranged. 

December 18: The Next Alive! Food Distribution Pop-up from 8-10am in the Upper Parking Lot. 
The November Pop-Up fed over 50 families. More families are expected for the December 18 distribution. We still need 5 volunteers to 
hand out food to our neighbors. Two ways to help with this food distribution: 1. Spread the word! 2. Sign up to volunteer! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FADA622A1F5C16-alive or contact Jackie Weavill Donoghue at 703-671-8557 or 
jackie@fairlingtonumc.org.

December 19 at 11am: The FUMC Christmas Pageant: Amahl and the Night Visitors 
by Gian Carlo Menotti, featuring talented members of FUMC. Amahl, a boy who can walk only with a crutch, has a problem with telling tall 
tales. After bedtime there is a knock at the door and the mother tells Amahl to go see who it is. He is amazed when he sees three 
splendidly dressed kings. What happens next you won’t want to miss. 
Help Wanted: Props Needed for the play: Army cot or roll away bed, and 1-2 tri-fold screens 6 feet high. We need them for the 
pageant and for rehearsals beginning December 10. Call Bill Kehoe and he will pick them up 703-751-6416.

December 31:  A Fundraising Deadline for Fairlington. Sign up for the Recurring Giving & Holiday 
Season Donor Match Program. Thank you for your generosity to Fairlington and your assistance in migrating your online giving 
account to our new system, ShelbyNext. As part of this process, we are encouraging givers to set up scheduled recurring giving in the 
system. Setting up scheduled giving allows you to be faithful and consistent in your generosity and allows us to plan and budget 
consistently as a church. Scheduling recurring giving is very easy. Simply log onto your account, under “My Donation” select “Recurring” 
then complete the fields with information about the fund, amount, frequency, and start date. Additional information about ShelbyNext is 
available at https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/give. As always, feel free to call the office to walk through the steps online 703-671-8557.
As an added bonus from ShelbyNext to Fairlington during the holiday season, ShelbyNext will provide a monetary match toward the 
church's budget when a new recurring gift is established in the system. For the church to receive this match from ShelbyNext, you must 
follow the steps above to set up recurring giving in your account and activate the first recurring transaction by December 31, 2021.

S UNDAY M ORNINGS IN DECEM B ER
9AM | Communion & Prayer Service 11AM | Traditional Worship Service

CHRIS TM AS PAGEANT
Sunday, December 19

11 AM | AM AHL & THE NIGHT VIS ITORS

CHRIS TM AS EVE S ERVICES
Friday, December 24

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE at 5 & 10:30 PM

mailto:hokies91@cox.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FADA622A1F5C16-alive
mailto:Jackie@fairlingtonumc.org
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/566cc829-456a-462c-90ee-95928a9578ee
https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/give
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Get Out Your 2022 Calendars. You Are Invited to Save April 30 and May 1, 2022, for a Celebration Weekend.  More info 
coming in the New Year.

Thanks to the Generosity of FUMC 32 Families from Afghanistan will receive our donations of 34 
bags of pistachios and 38 bags of apricots.  All additional contributions may be brought to the library through 
December 12.

The following statement was sent in letter format to the family of Ahmaud Arbery by the Fairlington Racial 
Justice Group.  If you would like to know more about the group, please email Ashley Moore 
amacwilson@gmail.com.

Prayers from November 28
Alicia, Laura and Chadd, Doris, Marilyn, Bill; Marilyn, Joe who is in hospice with cancer, Steve, Margaret, Judy, Chucky, Don, Lillian, 
Charles, Deb who has covid, Lorraine, Shirley, Suzy, Wayne, Aunt Agnes, Buck, David, Kevin, Uncle John, Emily, Maria, Laura,
Betsy and family, Mandi and family, Susan, Kim and Rufus, Kay and family, Beverly and Chris, Breanne.
Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift up prayer requests that were submitted the previous Sunday.  

Please send your prayer requests by 8am Sunday for inclusion in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org or 
contact the church office or your pastors with your prayer requests at 703.671.8557.

Fairlington UMC | 3900 King St. Alexandria, VA 22302 | fairlingtonumc.org

To the Mother and Family of Ahmaud Arbery, 
We are relieved. Justice has been prayed in by so many and justice has been served. We look
for that world where no one fears violence because of the color of their skin. We exhale…for today.
We remain vigilant and will serve as witnesses for social justice. 

But let justice roll down like waters, 
And righteousness like an Ever-flowing stream. AMOS 5:24

The Fairlington Racial Justice Group
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