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Christmas in Alexandria
Saturday, December 1

10am: Advent Program for Families
4:30pm: Christmas Tree Lighting (parking lot)

Sunday, December 2
Worship at 9:30 and 11am

First Sunday of Advent
A Service of Holy Communion
Rev. Mary Beth Blinn, “Preparation”
Kingdom Market begins
4pm: 17th Annual Messiah Sing-Along (sanctuary)

Saturday, December 8, 5pm

Christmas Party for All God’s Children
Volunteers are welcome

Sunday, December 9
Worship at 9:30 and 11am

Second Sunday of Advent
Rev. Christian White, “Expectation”

Sunday, December 16
Worship at 9:30 and 11am

Third Sunday of Advent
9:30am: A Service of Healing and Hope
Rev. Mary Beth Blinn, “Fulfillment”
11am: Intergenerational Christmas Pageant
“Holiday in Bethlehem”

Sunday, December 23
Worship at 9:30 and 11am

Fourth Sunday of Advent
A Service of Lessons and Carols
Blending Advent and Christmas, we’ll be led in song
by our Combined Choir and the Fairlington Ensemble

Monday, December 24

Christmas Eve
5pm - Family Bell Service
Comfortable for all ages, this service includes carol singing, the
Christmas story, and bell ringing. Bring a jingle bell to ring!
NEW! 7pm Outdoor Firelight Service.
Gather around the firepit in our lower parking lot for carol
singing, worship and hot chocolate.
10:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
Rev. Devon Earle
King Street Brass Quintet and Combined Choirs.

Sunday, December 30
Worship at 9:30 and 11am

A service of Covenant Renewal for a New Year
Rev. Mary Beth Blinn
9:30am: New Years Potluck Waffle Party
Fairlington United Methodist Church
Welcoming. Nurturing. Serving.

Have You Noticed Our New
Church Logo?

Designed by Lindsey Smith, it can be found all
around Fairlington, both in print and digital formats.
Lindsey describes the vision behind the art.

“I

thought of ways to communicate the three tiers
(welcome, nurture, service) in a straight-forward,
clear visual message. What do all three have in
common? The personal touch and the connection
with others. So, what better visual than hands? In
the logo you will see hands upholding the cross.
This symbolizes hands upholding God’s word, embracing God’s children, and serving others. Since
we are an accepting, whole church congregation,
mindful of everyone, the logo is embodied in the
shape of a circle. The circle represents the whole
body of the church, Christ-centered in the middle.
The shape is also vibrantly colored, also
representing our community.”

Mission Trip to NC Open to All

Our church is planning a mission trip to assist in
Hurricane Florence recovery in Tarboro, North
Carolina, February 15-18. People of all skill levels
are welcome to participate, including those who
would like to help with meal preparation for the
team. The accommodations will be a dorm-like
setting. If you would like more information or would
like to participate, contact Mike Moss at
amoss18554@aol.com by December 2.
Our
prayer is that this trip will be a blessing to those of
us who serve and our partners in NC.

NLI Update

It has been a year since our
church approved our Next Level Innovation
program. Teams and committees are working on
our innovations in the areas of communications
chaired by Kent Smiley, focus (alignment of our
ministries with our vision and mission) chaired by
June Stowe, Diverse Worship chaired by Richard
Wozniak and Worship Planning Team, Outreach
chaired by Jordan Albright, Stewardship chaired
by Jenn Ayers, and other ongoing work. Look for
a new website before Christmas, neighborhood
small groups, new ideas to consider for structuring
our work, hospitality training in your small group or
committee, more greeters, etc. Thanks for all our
NLI planners!
~Pastor Mary Beth Blinn

State of the Church Report

One of
the highlights of our 2018 Annual Charge
Conference was the State of the Church Report
presented by Church Council Chairperson Anne
Wilson. You can find it on our website or by
contacting the church office. Thank you, Anne!

C

reating Community through

tewardship We all know that people make a
church community and our church is as much of a
place and a building as it is the people. Giving
generously of our time, talent, treasures, service,
presence and witness all help to keep the church
vibrant and thriving. However, It takes almost one
million dollars a year to make ends meet at FUMC.
Pledges account for about two thirds of that, and
regular giving and room use make up most of the rest.
A little of what we give goes to other places to support
the worldwide effort of the UMC, but most stays here.
Wouldn’t it be nice to see us make our goal of one
million dollars in pledges so that we have enough to be
more flexible- pay for changes and upgrades as we
need them, and better support our congregation and
those outside our community as needs arise. We are a
people that care, and we are community.
Here’s one of the many reasons why I give of my time
and money:
My son often asks me what I did when I was his age.
Although I’m from NJ, for a brief time, when I was 7, I
lived in in rural Arizona and was the daughter of a
young single mother. At night she worked on her
nursing degree and during the day she worked in the
hospital. Neighbors and friends from our church often
helped her out. It was a new church in a double wide
trailer with folding chairs and an electric organ. Every
Sunday after reciting my bible verse, we put in a few
pieces of spare change as the basket went around- it
wasn’t much and there wasn’t much to spare. I doubt
they had a formal budget, or even a pledge process,
but I do remember feeling that I was part of the church
- that I was part of the community. The people from
church were often at our kitchen table, or we were at
theirs. And many times, they watched out for me,
when mom was busy studying or working as if I were
one of their own children. I’ve been part of a few
churches and that connection and community I had as
young child isn’t guaranteed- it’s something we all
work toward by how much we do and how we connect
with others. We connect with Fairlington in many ways
– from prayers and worship, community service
projects, to incredible music, interactive workshops,
Sunday School classes for grown-ups and children,
international missions, pancakes and trees, to
understanding our connection to nature. We do it by
giving of ourselves in some way. Many of you are at
my table, and we offer many things for many people.
I’m glad to feel that same sense of community at
Fairlington as I felt when I was 7.
It’s not too late to turn in your pledge card for 2019.
You can find our online version at http://bit.ly/
FumcPledgeCard.
~Jenifer Ayers
Stewardship Chair jlaayers@gmail.com

HOLIDAY WELCOMING NURTURING SERVING
TREE-LIGHTING KICKOFF DECEMBER 1

FIRELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

This year we are kicking off the Christmas Season with a
Christmas Tree Lighting from 4:30-5:30pm on Saturday,
December 1. We will gather in our parking lot and you will
have a chance to make an ornament for the outdoor tree and
one to bring home to decorate your tree or home. We will light
the tree at 5pm. There will also be a gourmet hot cocoa bar to
enjoy! You are invited to drop by and even purchase your tree
from our Christmas tree lot while you are here. Invite a
neighbor or a friend to this festive neighborhood event.
Questions, contact Pastor Devon, devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

The very first Christmas wasn’t celebrated in an ornate
sanctuary, so we are taking Christmas Eve worship outside
this year. We are launching a new 7pm Firelight Christmas
Eve Service. You are invited to gather around firepits in our
lower parking lot, enjoy hot chocolate and cookies together,
sing Christmas Carols, and worship. We will be reminded of
that very first Christmas and the ways that we are invited to
continue to spread joy. If it rains or snows we will meet in the
Fellowship Hall. If you would like to help out with hospitality or
set up for this exciting new and unique service or if you have
any questions, contact Pastor Devon devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR ALL GOD’S
CHILDREN

Sunday, Dec. 16 at 9:30am Does the cheer of

Saturday, December 8 at 5pm You can help make
it a success! We are collecting unwrapped toys for ages 0-

15 for our annual Christmas party to benefit 175+ children
from local homeless shelters and organizations. The party is
Saturday, December 8 at 5pm. In lieu of toys, you can write a
check to “FUMC” and put “Homeless Christmas Party” in the
memo line. Buy whatever you choose, but here are some gift
ideas: infant toys; board games; soccer, basketball & other
sports balls; dolls/barbies; pretty ponies; trucks; action figures;
matchbox cars; blocks; educational toys; legos; craft or art
supplies; jewelry; watches; purses/bags; and hand-held
games. Please include batteries for toys that require them.
Consider preparing a complete gift bag for one child (1 larger
item, ~3 smaller items, ~$75 value max; indicate age and
gender – let Lana know if you plan to do this). You may drop
off your gifts in the box located in the narthex by Thursday
evening, December 6. In addition to toys, we are collecting
new or gently used books, suitable for ages 2 through 16.
Volunteers are also needed for: kitchen, crafts/games,
drivers, on stage, set-up, making treats, packing gift bags. To
volunteer, click here, or download the form from http://bit.ly/
FUMC2018KIDS or pick up a form in on the connect bulletin
boards. Questions? Contact Mark Elder (703) 212-8528,
markuselder@gmail.com or Lana Hurdle (703)243-6809,
lanahurdle@aol.com..

Coming Sunday, December 2nd at 4:00pm

Messiah Choruses of Parts 1, 2, and 3
YOU ARE THE CHORUS!
Led by the Fairlington United Methodist Church
Choir
Dr. Louise Wilson, conductor.
Also Featuring
Handel Organ Concerto in F Major, Op. 4, No. 5, HWV
283
Julie Vidric Evans, organist
Albinoni Concerto for 2 Oboes in C Major, Op. 9, No. 9
Wesley Nichols and Emily Tsai, oboists and the
Amadeus Orchestra
FREE Admission
Bring your music or purchase a Messiah score for $9.

SERVICE OF HOPE AND HEALING

Christmas fall flat in your heart? Is it hard to feel joy when
you’ve experienced loss? Our regular 9:30am worship
service will focus on quiet music, the surprising places we
find fulfillment and hope, and lights shining in the darkness.

PAPER CHAINS LINK US TO SERVICE

Do you remember making paper chains as a child? Maybe
you would use the festive chain as a garland to decorate for
the holidays, or maybe you made a certain number of links so
that you could rip one off each day to count down to
Christmas! This year we are making a paper chain that we
hope will be big enough to decorate our church! We are
raising money for missions at Fairlington. This money goes to
support our Rental Security Deposit Assistance Program,
individuals going on mission trips, Clara Biswas who is a
missionary in Cambodia, and local non-profits including
ALIVE!, Just Neighbors, Rising Hope United Methodist
Mission Church, and Rebuilding Together Alexandria. For
each $10 that you give towards Missions, you will get to add
one link to the paper chain. For any gift a child gives, they will
get to add a special colored link. As we count down to
Christmas this Advent Season, help us decorate our church
with this special garland as we work together to make a
difference in our community. Our goal is to raise $16,000. You
can give during the offering time at church, before or after
church in front of the parlor, in the Fellowship Hall during the
Christmas Market, or online. Please make checks payable to
Fairlington United Methodist Church and put on the memo
line Mission. If you give during the offering or online, be sure
to pick up your links at the table set up in front of the parlor or
Fellowship Hall. Questions? Contact Pastor Devon,
devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

CHRISTMAS BASKETS FOR RISING HOPE

Through December 17th
We are collecting items for
Christmas baskets for Rising Hope United Methodist Mission
Church. These baskets of food for the holidays will be given
to people living on the Route 1 corridor who are not able to
purchase food for these special meals. Our goal is 225
traditional stuffing mix, 225 cornbread stuffing mix and 400
cans of yams. We are not there yet!! Please place them in
the collection box located in the foyer of the church.
Questions, contact Pastor Devon, devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

to help provide
refreshments, set up and clean up at the Messiah Sing
Along post-concert reception. Contact Lynda West,
tedandlynda@yahoo.com , or message# (703)861-0069.

Our Christian Formation Program

Rev. Christian White
christian@fairlingtonumc.org, 703.671.8557 ext. 106

Happy
December
and
January
Birthdays
to
Our Children!
12/3: Carter Hashemi
12/8: Ben Platt, Charles Hashemi
12/11: Nicholas Dutton
Elena Lopez
12/12: Henry Lehr
12/20: Alyssa Waterman
12/23: Hakim Johnson
12/26: Addie Mae Kiss
12/27: Adonia Bay, Layne Foster
Lily Otallah
12/29: Maxwell Platt
1/4: Stone Perdue,
1/7: Phoebe Elting
1/8: Isaac McCabe,
Mia Gage-Mercado
1/12: Lily Garvey
1/17: Meggan Koranteng
1/18: Addison Ernst
1/24: Caroline Pritzkur
1/25: Sadie White
1/28: Hayden Anderson
1/30: Noah Plank, Amelia Rahim
1/31: Timothy Granger.

We will celebrate December
birthdays on December 9
and January birthdays on
January 13 at the 9:30am
worship service.

Faith Formation Opportunities:
Formation Groups for All Ages

Sundays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 from 9:30-10:30am in various classrooms.
See our website, the bulletin, or the Connect boards for more information.

Advent Program for Children – Saturday, December 1st (10:00am-12:30pm).

This Advent program for children and their families is intended to provide an experience that
will allow you to spend time with your children learning about God and to have fellowship
with other parents. We will also have a family friendly lunch in the Fellowship Hall.
Cost: $15 per family (financial assistance available). RSVP to Christian by Wednesday,
11/29 to attend.

Advent Study

Sundays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 in Room 109 at 9:30am
“Awaiting the Already” by Magrey R. deVega Facilitator: Al Ross
The Christmas story we know so well is really a compilation of accounts found in each of
the Gospels. Although the four books present the event somewhat differently, each of them
leads us on the Advent journey of preparation for Christ’s coming. This study will show us
what parts of the Christmas story come from which Gospel, and help us to recognize that
each Gospel writer invites us to encounter a fresh experience of the birth of
Christ. Questions? Contact Christian. RSVP to Christian by 12/1 to attend.

Family Dinner Night!

Wednesday, November 28 at 6pm An informal dinner offering fellowship and food.
California Tortilla is on the menu! Cost is $25 per family ($10 per person).
RSVP to Christian by 11/27 - Remember, we sold out last month!!

New Year’s Family Potluck Breakfast

Sunday, December 30 (9:30am)
It’s a Waffle Breakfast Party! How waffle! In lieu of our 9:30 Sunday School classes we
will celebrate with a breakfast in the Fellowship Hall for all ages. Waffles and condiments
will be provided; you are invited to bring side dishes and drinks to share. All are welcome!!

Fairlington Youth
Sat-Sun. 12/1-12/2:
Christmas Wreath Sale

Sunday, 12/2, 4pm
Messiah Sing-Along
(Sanctuary)

Sunday, 12/2 - 5:30-8pm
Target Christmas Shopping

Sunday, 12/09 - 6-8pm
Youth Dinner & Program
Night

Saturday, 12/15 6:00-9:00pm
Progressive Holiday Event

Fairlington Preschool Enrollment Open House
January 18 at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall
Fairlington Preschool is a non-sectarian, non-profit, morning preschool that
operates in the Fairlington United Methodist Church. The school admits students
of any race, religion, national and ethnic origin, or ability. The preschool supports
the learning and development of all children, including those with disabilities. To
that end our curriculum, staffing and learning environment support the inclusion
of children with disabilities in each classroom, and children with special needs or
disabilities are included in each class. Fairlington Preschool is licensed to
operate as a Child Day Center by the State of Virginia and follows NAEYC
standards.
The Preschool Enrollment Open House will be held on Friday, January 18, 2019
at 10:30 am in the church fellowship hall. Information about the program, a
tour of the school and applications for the 2019-2020 school year will be
available at that time. No reservations are necessary. Questions? Please call
Carol Keller in the preschool office (703) 671-3939. More information is available
on our website www.fairlingtonpreschool.com.

Welcoming . . .Nurturing . . .Serving . . .Welcoming.. . . Nurturing
United Methodist Women: The Sacred Space of God With Us / In Us

The God of heaven and earth came to us at Bethlehem to provide a sacred space for a relationship with
us. In us and between us, there is the opportunity to experience the sacred with a holy God who loves
lavishly. It has been said that “we are the only hands Christ has.” This is why United Methodist Women
entered into mission with women and children in 1869 and will celebrate its sesquicentennial in 2019. How
do you plan to be the hands of Christ and continue what our fore-sisters began?
Karlene Masters, UMW President
karlenemasters@hotmail.com

DECEMBER ACTIVITES

2, 9, 16 - God’s Kingdom Alternative Christmas Market; White House Ornament and Fruits, Nuts and Chocolates Distribution.
Contact Sandy Millard FairlingtonUMW@gmail.com, Jade Winfree jade.winfree@gmail.com or Elizabeth Mitchell
ejmky@hotmail.com.
8 – Mission Activity: Days for Girls at Our Lady Queen of Peace 1pm-5. Contact Karlene Masters karlenemasters@hotmail.com.
8 – Mission Activity: Crafts for Kids at Cora Kelly Recreational Center 9am-12pm. Contact Kathy Richards karichards1@gmail.com

FUMW’s Next
Book Group

Sunday, Jan. 27
12:30pm-2:30
The Inspiring Story
of the Woman Who
Saved the
Appalachian Trail
by Ben Montgomery.
Contact Carol Weldon
cweldon2@verizon.net

In Search of Outdoor Enthusiasts to Work the Christmas Tree Lot

Trees on the Truck Arrive Tuesday, December 4. Please check your calendars and add

"Christmas Trees Arrive" to it. We need as much help as we can get to unload the truck. Meet in
our church parking lot at 5:00pm and wear work clothes and gloves. If you are a little late due to other
commitments, come anyway! In the past, this has been a big, fun group activity. Come out and help-you will enjoy seeing the teamwork in action. Contact Ted West at (703) 836-8853 if you have
questions or want more information.
Even more volunteers are needed to sell trees The trees will be sold daily 9:00am to 9:00pm until
they’re gone. If you can help with sales, please call Ted West at (703) 836-8853. In particular, we
can really use volunteers who can work two-hour shifts or longer. PS: Feel free to bring over hot food
for the volunteers.

Kingdom Christmas Market You have an opportunity to make a positive impact with
your Christmas shopping while celebrating the season. This year's market will run December 2, 9
and 16 from 10:30 am - 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Proceeds will go to support local
ministries such as ALIVE!, orphanages in Bolivia, and local artisans across the globe. If you are
involved with a non-profit that you think would be a good fit for the market, and would like details
on how to participate, please contact Dave Moore - cruguru@gmail.com.
Annual Christmas Trip

Aged to Perfection (ATP) On Wednesday, December 19, the
ATP trip will be going to the Riverside Dinner Theatre, Fredericksburg, VA, to see Rockabilly
Christmas. The cost is $56 which includes lunch, show, tax and gratuity. The bus will depart the
church parking lot at 10:00. Reservation and payment should be made to Jean Gillen, (703) 6447598, no later than December 9. Please get your reservation in early so we do not lose our
reserved spaces.

Care Packages to College Students

We are carrying on our tradition of sending
care packages filled with yummy treats to remind our students that we are thinking of them while
they are away. You are invited to help prepare packages for our 20+ college students Sunday,
December 2, after the 11am service in the Fellowship Hall. Other ways to help: 1.You can adopt a
student! It costs approximately $15 to fill a box and pay for mailing. 2. You can donate an amount
of your choice to help pay for the mailing. 3. You can donate goodies and treats. Please make
sure the items are small and individually wrapped and leave them in the library. Please write
college on your check, envelope or online form. Questions? Want to make sure we have the name
and current address of your student? Please contact Beth Baker
(703) 425-9535, vabaker5@verizon.net.

THEY ARE HERE! Don’t Leave Your Tree Without One

2018 White House Christmas Ornaments

The detailed 3-D ornament features the new Truman Balcony on the South Portico and a renovated
Blue Room decorated for Christmas. Fairlington United Methodist Women are selling this year's
collectible for $22 each or $21 each for orders of 10 or more. Contact Jade Winfree,
jade.winfree@gmail.com to reserve your ornaments for pickup in the Fellowship Hall between
worship services.

Our Church Family
Baptism

December Birthdays
12/1: Barbara Dean, Jakob Mensinger, Bill Smith
12/2: Daniel Guenther 12/3: Beck Moniz, Maggie Taylor
12/4: Khatereh Calleja, Wendy Dutton, Sharon James,
Terrence White, Lydia Helgesen 12/5: Ruth Scott
12/6: Eric Stowe, Christine Taylor 12/7: Wendy Billett
12/8: Kay Smith 12/9: Sandra Bohlken 12/10: Jane Odom,
Drew Chadwick, Janet Coco, 12/11: Brian Dutton,
Charles Hiebert 12/12: Charles Robbins
12/13: Dale Carson, Necia Chambliss
12/15: Marlene Antonio-White, Doug Brown,
Juliana Kwakye-Nuako, Meredith Lombardi
12/16: Spencer Atkin, Shannon Davis, Matthew Shaw
12/17: Clarke Ansel, Sheila Bradley, Ella Evans,
Meghan Magette, Pauline Jernberg 12/18: Ken Chadwick,
Alana Grundy, Theodore Oliver, 12/19: Maddy Dubois,
Morgan Johnson, Tori Moore 12/20: Amy Gonzalez,
Samantha Williams, Annabel McLenahan
12/21: Conley Ku, Brenda Mason, Catrina Witherspoon
12/22: Shola Williams 12/23: Natalie D’Itri, Floret Jongwe,
Erik Nordlander, Charles Lyons III 12/24: Emma Sapp,
Margaret Williams, Eric Zitz 12/25: Chandler Millard,
Thad Smith-McNaughton 12/26: Sarah Laryea,
Holly Shaw, Scott Courlander 12/27: Brent Miller
12/28: Maddy Miller, Stephanie Miller, Travis Plank,
Patricia Porcarelli, Brooke Reeves 12/29: Ava Miller,
Michael Siegel 12/30: Margareth Antonio, Ray Clardy,
Ethan Greenhaw, Mat Morey, Tyler Plank, Freida Spears
12/31: Kim Christensen, Joy Salandy, Leanne Smiley.

Wedding

November 11
Rebekah Adair Wozniak
Daughter of Jackie and Richard Wozniak
Sister of Caleb Wozniak

New Members
Tracy Jefferson
Ruby Lynn Grace Jefferson-Maloney
David Gray



Deaths

October 26
Iris McCall

October 29
Linda Foss

November 10
John Philibin III



January Birthdays

October 20
Kelli Edmiston and Monique Brillhart

1/1: Julie Frye 1/2: Phil Rice, Nardy Choque Guzmanl,
Brian Comey, Nicole Ernst, Benji Hutchinson, Phil Rice,
Christian White, Sabrina Atkin 1/3: Oonagh Lakings,
L.D. Platt 1/4: Laura Snyder Mike Moss 1/7: Maya Duckett,
Sharon Rodeffer, Aleksandar Vasilic, Sheri Weathers 1/8: Cindy
Davis, Teri Fahsl, Marsha Hott, Henry Johnson, Kathy Richards,
Caroline Headley 1/9: Marjory Franklin, Miguel Muñoz 1/10:
Jean Gillen, Sharon Judge, Jennifer Rous Gelker Erica Yurasko
1/11: Dave McAllister-Wilson, John West 1/12: Joey Nelson,
Sarah Greenberg, Chiluba Nyondo 1/13: Michelle Atkin,
Alexander Calleja 1/14: Diane Charles, Amanda Hatcher,
Sharon Kunemund, Christy Schwengel 1/15: Richard Downs,
Joni Gallegos, Carl Gunter, Christie Honeycutt Hazlett,
Albert Johnson, Jackie Nelson 1/16: Sarah Hunter, Eilidh Pyle
1/17: Mary Beth Blinn, Will Hensley, Debra Rose, Francis Sackey
1/18: Clark Kennedy 1/20: Pam Goodell, Erik Helgesen,
Katherine McBride, Mason Freeman 1/21: Jack Gill
1/22: Todd Mitchell 1/23: Ribhi Kamal, Amelia Alcorn Rodrigue,
Tai Li Nelson, Douglas Megenity 1/24: Eileen Joyner
1/25: Ahyana Davies, Matt Hanna 1/26: Alex Holder Jr.,
Sean Keyser 1/27: Eric Larsen, Jetlina Rahim
1/28: John Rowland Mary Kate Holland, Marylouise Kelley
1/29: Ben Fry, Andrew Hunter, Cory Kapelski, Meaghan Smiley
1/30: Darlene Megahan.

. . . .Welcoming . . .Nurturing . . .Serving . . .Welcoming.. . . Nurturing. . . .

Board of Trustees – Annual Report for 2018
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Your trustees had a busy but productive year in 2018. In addition to addressing the normal heavy volume of safety inspections, maintenance and repair needs, and work to keep the heating and cooling systems running, Trustees undertook five major initiatives.
First, building on the renovations of 4 bathrooms and two classrooms in 2017, we renovated the family Room behind
the balcony and classroom 213 from floor to ceiling. New marmoleum flooring eliminated the need for repeated and expensive repairs to the floor tiles; fresh paint and new lighting created brighter and more welcoming spaces; and deep
cleaning created healthier environments.
Second, we executed on major maintenance projects including negotiating a new custodial services contract, repainting
the parking lots, stripping and waxing almost all of our floors and installing a new main water supply cutoff valve.
Third, with the Caring for God’s Creation Team, we began a restoration of the woods adjacent to the Van Dorn Street
parking lot to replace invasive plants with natives, create an outdoor gathering space and better manage storm water
runoff. This restoration is supported by a grant from the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia.
Forth, we acquired a new shed for the outdoor storage of flammable materials, garden tools and other things that do
demand indoor storage space. This has allowed a consolidation of maintenance and repair related materials into the
FUMM shop liberating space for growing needs for storage related to ALIVE, the Christmas toy party, the Easter egg
hunt and other ministry activities.
Fifth, we sealed and relined the parking lot so that you can see the parking space lines and improved the general appearance of the parking lots. Our parking lots get a lot of use on a given day through preschool and other activities.
The sealing and relining of the parking lots happen every 6 or so years.

Looking Ahead to 2019
Although the new Board will make the necessary decisions, the Trustees have been working on plans for
 A modest refresh of the Narthex at the suggestion of our capital campaign consultant and others,
 Replacement of the Narthex door at the suggestion of our renovation architects,
 Repairs and painting of our steeple,
 Renovation of one or more of the classrooms on the first floor, and
 Installation of storm water management mitigation (like a rain pond).
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions please feel free to contact me at clint.stretch@gmail.com

FUMC Inclement Weather Policy
In times of severe weather we will post updates on the church office phone at: (703)671-8557, and our
website: www.fairlingtonumc.org. On weekdays, the church office and the Preschool’s closures and lateopenings follow the Alexandria City Public Schools decisions. See www.acps.k12.va.us.

December 2018

Fairlington UMC is a Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds,
and open doors. We proclaim and welcome every person as a beloved child of
God regardless of age, race, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation,
gender identity, family structure, faith history, or life experience.
SteepleTalk is a publication of Fairlington United Methodist Church.
The deadline for the FEBRUARY SteepleTalk is
Friday, January 11.

Please submit your announcements to eileen@fairlingtonumc.org. Please send them single spaced,
and no more than 200 words in length. Photos are warmly welcomed! Please include email addresses or phone numbers of all contacts.

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mary Beth Blinn, marybeth@fairlingtonumc.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Devon Earle, devon@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson, (703) 671-4057 louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Youth Programs: Jessai Canaday, youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Office Manager: Michelle Tello, michelle@fairlingtonumc.org
Calendar/Building Use: office@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant for Publications: Eileen Joyner, eileen@fairlingtonumc.org
Preschool Director: Carol Keller, (703) 671-3939 preschool@fairlingtonumc.org
Custodians: Rufina Muñoz,

