
We Gather in Praise 
Words of Welcome 

Prelude    O Little Town of Bethlehem    Robert A. Hobby 

Lighting the Advent Wreath Steve Cook 

Call to Worship 
Welcome this day to worship.  
The light of this season has beckoned us forward.  
Come and rejoice, for God’s light is coming to us.  
Praise be to God who pours light into our lives.  
Open your hearts and spirits and receive the blessings of God.  
May we always be ready to respond in joyful ways to God’s love. Amen.      ~Ministry Matters

Hymn 215         To a Maid Engaged to Joseph        annunciation 

Opening Prayer 
O God of Elizabeth and Mary, you visited your servants with news of the world’s redemption in the coming of the 
Savior. Make our hearts leap with joy, and fill our mouths with songs of praise, that we may announce glad tidings 
of peace, and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen. 

~keepingadvent.com 

We Listen for God’s Voice 
Gospel Lesson   Luke 1:26-38         Sandy Johnson-Raasch 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 

Hymn 240  v. 2&3 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

Gospel Reading         Luke 1:46b-55       Kate Frischmann 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 
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      in  Advent 
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Congregation reads the bold print out loud.   Technical assistance: 703.951.7094 
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Please send your prayer requests by 9am Sunday to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org 



Let the Children Come 

Meditation      More Complex Than You Might Think  
Janine Howard 

We Respond with Joy 

Call to Prayer Hymn 203, v.4     Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  ellacombe 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Invitation to the Offering        Text: 703.454.8702  or go to 

    www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate 

Offertory Solo   Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song)   Amy Grant and Chris Eaton 

Prayer after the Offering 

Dedication of the Gifts Hymn 221, v.4   In the Bleak Midwinter  cranham 

 Tura Foster Gillespie, mezzo-soprano; Louise Wilson, piano 

http://www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate
http://www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate


We Go to Serve 

Affirmation of Joy 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,  
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.  
God-with-us in our work, our rest, our hopes and our fears.  
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,  
Mystery that expands and heightens our senses, raising us beyond the cares of this present moment. 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth!  
Like Mary, we lift songs of praise and wonder, in all circumstances of life.  

Hymn 230   O Little Town of Bethlehem   st. louis 

Dismissal with Blessing 

Postlude  Carillon on Creator of the Stars of Night  Charles Callahan



To a Maid Engaged to Joseph 215 
Unison 

1. To a maid en• gaged to Jo-seph, the an• gel Gab-riel came. 
2. "For you are high- ly fa-vored by God the Lord of all, 
3. But Ma-ry was most trou -bled to hear the an• gel's word. 
4. "Fear not, for God is 
5."How

with you, and you shall bear a child. 
shall this be?" said Ma - ry, "I am not yet a wife." 

6. As Ma-ry heard the an - gel, she won-dered at his words. 

"Fear not," the an - gel told her, "I come to bring good news, 
who ev - en now is with you. You are on earth most blest, 
What was the an - gel say - ing? It trou-bled her to hear, 
His name shall be called Jc - sus, God's off.spring from on high . 
The an - gel an-swered quick - ly, "The power of the Most High 
"Be - hold, I am your hand-maid," she said un - to her God. 

good news I come to tell you, good news, I say, good news. 
you are most blest, most bless. ed, God chose you, you are blest!" 
to hear the an - gel's mess-age, it trou • bled her to hear. 

And be shall reign for - ev - er, for - ev - er reign on high."
will come up - on you short -ly, your child will be God's child." 
"So be it; I am read - y ac • cord-ing to your word." 
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Lessons & Carols
Available Throughout the 

Christmas Season
Starting Thursday, December 24 

A video featuring scriptural readings, 
prayers and music appropriate to 

Christmas Eve and beyond. Look for 
it on our front page: 

https://fairlingtonumc.org and 
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC/.

Sunday, December 27
11am Worship Service  Live Broadcast 

Online   fairlingtonumc.org/worship
For prayer requests email  

prayers@fairlingtonumc.org

Christmas Dedications
Due to covid, we won’t be purchasing poinsettias for dedications
this year. But you can still honor a friend or family member with a
seasonal contribution to our church. Please send us an email to
office@fairlingtonumc.org with the name(s) you would like printed
on our dedication list (or call the office at 703-671-8557). You may
donate to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, with or without a
dedication. Go to https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate, scroll
down to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, and you will see a text box
where you can write your dedication. You may also mail a check
with “pastor fund” written in the memo line.
We will begin publishing dedications on Christmas Eve.

NOTICE: Because of increased transmission risk and 
colder conditions we have suspended Morning 
Eucharist Services until we can gather safely inside, 
or we are more comfortable outside. This is a difficult 
decision but reflects our desire to provide a safe and 
healthy environment for all. We will resume as soon 
as possible.

December 20, 2020

Christmas Eve at Fairlington UMC
You are invited to join us for Christmas Eve Worship 
featuring the King Street Brass, Rev. Tura Gillespie, The 
McLenahan Family lighting the Advent Candle, and Mary 
and Joseph! We will celebrate God’s great gift to the 
world, with music, prayer, and a little bit of fun and 
laughter. Make sure you get your candles from the 
breezeway for the service, and we can’t wait to see you 
there. All are invited, everyone is welcome, and whether 
you worship with us every Sunday or never before, you can 
be a part of something that we hope will bring you a touch 
of peace, and maybe even a little bit of hope.
Show up early- King Street Brass will begin playing at 4:50.
Merry Christmas! ~Rev. Christian White

Christmas EvE 
CandlElight sErviCE

https://fairlingtonumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC/
https://fairlingtonumc.org/worship/watch-or-listen-to-a-service
mailto:prayers@fairlingtonumc.org
mailto:office@fairlingtonumc.org
https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate




About 20 years ago it was a snowy Sunday. I went to church, said good morning to 
Stan Beall who was the lead usher at the 9:30 service. There were only a handful of 
people in the pews due to the weather. A few minutes later Stan asked me if I would 
be an usher that day. I have been an usher since at the 9:30 service. I really enjoy 
keeping in touch weekly with the Fairlington Framily, welcoming new people and 
especially talking to the children going into worship and asking them to pick their 
favorite color crayons.                                                            ~Margaret Hauenstein

Your Pledge is Important 
As we prepare to close out 2020, we look ahead to 2021 and our work together as a church community. In 
addition to planning how and where we will worship and serve, we must also carefully consider the financial 
resources we need to carry out those plans. The restrictions of the pandemic have disrupted some of our 
customary sources of financial support, like the weekly offerings that are collected during worship. At this time, 
our individual commitments to support the church, represented by our financial pledges, are more important 
than ever to allow us to move forward with confidence into 2021. As of this week, we have 124 pledges for a 
total of $589,090.12 toward our goal of $750,000. Thank you to those who have already pledged. If you have 
not done so yet, please complete the pledge form here: https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/make-a-pledge, call the 
church office at 703-671-8557 or email stewardship@fairlingtonumc.org. 

https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/make-a-pledge
mailto:stewardship@fairlingtonumc.org


Deconstructing Racism
The Wednesday Evening Podcast Discussion Group 
continues where it left off before Thanksgiving

Fairlington United Methodist Women invite you to 
join us for our Wednesday evening podcast 
discussions as we continue expanding our 
understanding of African American history in the 
United States. Listen in advance to the indicated 
episode, then join us on Zoom at 7:30-8:15pm. 

Questions? Contact Karlene Masters karlenemasters@hotmail.com for Zoom instructions.

December 23 - Tuskegee Syphilis Study - Treatment by Autopsy (https://bit.ly/37eJk0k)

December 30 - Tuskegee Syphilis Study – Parallels (https://bit.ly/2VcOnZx)

West End Lazarus 
Wish List

Please tell Santa to drop off your donations directly 
to our partner Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 2911 Cameron Mills Rd, Alexandria 
22302. Please drive to the rear parking lot off 
Pierpont St. and put donated items in the kitchen or 
by the kitchen door.

OR Let Instacart or Amazon or Peapod drop your 
supplies off.
Make sure you address the order to West End 
Lazarus, Trinity UMC 2911 Cameron Mills 
Rd. Alexandria 22302

1. Hearty chunky 
canned soups

2. Canned stews
3. Dried beans
4. Peanut butter 

and jelly
5. Vegetable oil
6. All kinds of 

Cleaning 
supplies

The Van Dorn Parking Lot -- Always Something to See.
In mid-November, 22 adults and 6 youth spent a morning preparing the “Wilderness” for the winter. Over the 
past two years, this work has brought together many members making contributions in creativity, labor, and 
cash. It is helping establish new connections, deepen existing ones, and providing space for worship and 
prayer groups. Later in the winter, we will have some larger trees installed and hope to find the resources for 
some much-needed understory shrubs. 
Simultaneously, construction has begun on the Waypoint at Fairlington, the 81-unit affordable housing 
project on the Presbyterian’s site. The trustees and church leadership agreed to allow the builders to 
to use about one half of the Van Dorn parking lot for construction worker parking during the work week and 
for a construction management trailer. The builder is making a generous monthly contribution to the church
during this use.                                                                                                ~Clint Stretch, Board of Trustees

.clint.stretch@gmail.com

From Christian: I wanted to let you know the ‘outcomes’ of our ALIVE event for children 
last Sunday. Here is the data: 234 bags, approximately 1,400 lbs of food that will help feed 60 
families!
As we noted on Sunday, this food is going to help fill the gap for ACPS kids over winter break when the 
school cafeterias are closed.

mailto:karlenemasters@hotmail.com
https://bit.ly/37eJk0k
https://bit.ly/2VcOnZx
mailto:clint.stretch@gmail.com


Fairlington United Methodist Church
3900 King Street / Alexandria VA/ 22302/703.671.8557 / 

info@fairlingtonumc.org https://www.fairlingtonumc.org/
www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, janine@fairlingtonumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Chenda Innis Lee, chenda@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White, christian@fairlingtonumc.org 

Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson, 703.671.4057 louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster-Gillespie A/V Production Support: Jacob Souza  

Youth Programs: youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Office Manager: Michelle Tello, michelle@fairlingtonumc.org 

Calendar/Building Use: office@fairlingtonumc.org
Assistant for Publications: Eileen Joyner, eileen@fairlingtonumc.org 

Preschool Director: Carol Keller, 703.671.3939 preschool@fairlingtonumc.org 
Custodian: Yosias Hagos
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