Did you know about. . .

December 16, 2018

Giving a Gift of Stock

Advent Creed

A year end gi of stock is a great way to celebrate
the Advent Season. You can give stock to
Fairlington as a special Advent oﬀering, to fulﬁll
your 2018 pledge, or to prepay your 2019 pledge.
Giving stock that has appreciated signiﬁcantly in
value is an eﬀec ve way to reduce your taxable
income.

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

By making a gi of stock you can

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

December 16

December 17

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

fees;
Avoid capital gains taxes; and

2:00 PM - 6:00 PM
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
7:45 PM

Fairlington will work with the Virginia United
Methodist Founda on to receive a transfer of your
stock for the beneﬁt of Fairlington. If you have
ques ons, please feel free to contact
Randy Nuckolls, Finance Chair at
randy.nuckolls@dentons.com
or 202‐253‐4506.

AA – Room 111
Boy Scout Troop – FH/309/310

December 19

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

You can make a gi of the full market value of the
stock, no ma er what you paid for the stock
originally.

Renovaré – Room 114
Cadet Girl Scouts - Room 110

December 18

Avoid brokerage commissions and transac on

Generate a signiﬁcant tax deduc ble contribu on.

Sunday School
Worship – Sanctuary
Kingdom Market – FH
Worship – Intergenerational Pageant

OA – Room 110

December 20

Lazarus Ministries – FH/109/110
OA – Room 110
Chancel Choir – Room 108

December 21

–

December 22

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Adult English Conversation Class – Room 111/114

December 23

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
10:30 AM - 11:00 AM
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Sunday School
Worship – Sanctuary
Coffee & Conversation – FH
Worship –Sanctuary

Monday, December 24
Office Closed
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
10:30 PM

Christmas Eve
Family Bell Service - Sanctuary
Outdoor Firepit Service - Parking Lot
Christmas Candlelight Communion Service

Tuesday, December 25
Building Closed

Christmas Day

Wednesday, December 26

Offices Closed
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM Postpartum Support
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM OA

Room 109
Room 110

Worship Attendance December 9: 285

Clergy and Staff

Lead Pastor: Rev. Mary Beth Blinn, marybeth@fairlingtonumc.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Devon Earle, devon@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson, (703) 671-4057 louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Youth Programs: Jessai Canaday, youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Office Manager: Michelle Tello, michelle@fairlingtonumc.org
Calendar/Building Use: office@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant for Publications: Eileen Joyner, eileen@fairlingtonumc.org
Preschool Director: Carol Keller(703) 671-3939 preschool@fairlingtonumc.org
Custodians: Rufina Muñoz and Yosias Hagos
District Superintendent: Rev. Jeffrey Mickle; Bishop: Rev. Sharma D. Lewis

It is not true that creation and the human family are
doomed to destruction and loss—
This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave
his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have everlasting life;

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and destruction—
This is true: I have come that they may have
life...Abundantly.
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last
word, and that war and destruction rule forever—
This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is
given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder, his
name shall be called wonderful counselor, mighty God,
the Everlasting, the Prince of peace.
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil
who seek to rule the world—
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on
earth, and lo I am with you, even until the end of the
world.
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets of the Church before we can be
peacemakers—
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and
your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your young men
shall see visions and your old men shall have dreams.

It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of

Fairlington United Methodist Church

justice, of human dignity of peace are not meant for this earth
and for this history—
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the
true worshipers shall worship God in spirit and in truth.

Fairlington UMC is a Reconciling Congregation with
open hearts, open minds, and open doors. We proclaim and welcome every person as a beloved child
of God regardless of age, race, physical or mental
ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, family
structure, faith history, or life experience.

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope.
Let us see visions of love and peace and justice.
Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life of the world.

3900 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 10am to 4pm (703) 671-8557
info@fairlingtonumc.org ~ www.fairlingtonumc.org
www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC

~ Allan Boesak, from Walking on Thorns

Fairlington United Methodist Church welcomes all
to a nurturing faith community that serves God
by serving others.
We’re Glad You’re Here! We invite all to sign the red Friendship Pad that
is at the end of each pew and pass it down your row. Prayer requests may
be listed on the yellow pew cards. Pass them to the inside aisle for
collection during the first hymn.
Is This Your First Visit with Us? We have a gift for first-time worshipers
on the Welcome Table in the Narthex. Ushers can provide large print
hymnals and hearing devices. Ask them for a Kid’s Pack and Children’s
Bulletin and directions to the Nursery, or our balcony Family Room.
Coffee and Conversation All are welcome to the Fellowship Hall (directly
below the Sanctuary) at 10:30am every Sunday between services, to get to
know others in a casual setting.
White Roses on the Altar. A white rose on the altar celebrates the life of
Bettie Lewis, who passed away December 5. She is the mother of Terry
and Marcy Lewis, mother-in-law of Eileen Joyner, grandmother of Jenna
Adams, Eric Zitz, Katie Courlander, Beccah Lewis, and great-grandmother
to Charlotte Zitz, Matthew Zitz, Casper Adams, Brooks Adams, Calvin
Courlander and Lexi Courlander.
A white rose on the altar celebrates the life of Millie Schafenacker, who
passed away on December 10. She is the mother of Joan Bready.
Tomorrow is the Deadline for Ordering Christmas Poinsettias. The
Sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias on Sunday, December 23. If
you wish to place a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone, or wish to
donate to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, please complete
the form located on the Connect walls and turn it in to the
office or the offering plate no later than tomorrow,
December 17 or submit the online form located at
www.fairlingtonumc.org under “Quick Links” and drop your
check in the offering plate (memo: poinsettia). Cost per plant:
$15. You can also order poinsettias without writing
dedications.
The 2019 Altar Flower Book Is In the Narthex along the
Wall. The Flowers on the Altar are an expression of our love
for God as well as a means of glorifying God’s name (Psalm
9:9). There are many dates open for an individual or family to
sign up to sponsor the flowers. Arrangements are $50 and are yours to
take home after the service, or they may be taken to a home-bound
member. Feel free to call the office for more information. Thank you.
Remember with Prayers: Each week in worship and at our church staff
meetings we lift up the prayer requests that are submitted. You may also contact
the church office with your prayer requests:

Jean, Don, Rich, Beth, Bill, Jane, Darlene, Rucker, Scott, Brynne, Shaun,
Jennifer, Beverly, Rocky, Bucky, Gloria, Ms. Penny, Sharon, Frieda, Makai,
Dora, Syndey, Fatima, Leneah, Ellie, Jasmine, Tianna, Coco, Bill and The
Briggs Family, Andy, Jim, Paul, Lance, Marilyn, Joel, Karen, Judith, Joe.
William, Bethany, Kristie, Jenni, Mike, Claudia, Janet, Julee and Martin,
Jack, Dottie, Paul Granger and Family, Betsy, Jean, Gerry, Myrta, Victoria,
The Lewis Family, Bev, Shawn, Marion, The Thielen Family, Bob, Erin,
Peter, Jane, Wayne, Lorraine, Jeff, Robert, Victoria, Addie, Dale, Francine,
Steve, Billy, John Charles, Bonnie, David, Mel, The Plank Family and The
Casey Family, Mary McGee, Mary, Anne, Dot, RJ, John, Greg, Barbara,
Treasure and Her Family, Toni, Patrick, Claire, Mary Lou, Naomi, Evert and
Elisabeth, Mary, July and Gary, Janet, The Lewis Family, Donna and
Family, Andrew, Elizabeth, Nicolas, Charles, Patricia, Bill, Glenn, Caroline,
Joseph, Maria, Amy, Travis, Tyler, Zachary, Noah and Owen, Barbara,
Leanine, Jackie, Sonny, Bob, Jane and Family, Jane, Bev, Sharon, Tom,
Sarah, Marianne’s Sister, Andrea, Dana, Victoria, Andrew, Pam, Julie,
Mary, Aubree, Eric, Paul, Janet, Margie, John, For The Children/Families
who attended the Christmas Party; For Peace; Those Battling Addiction.

Welcoming

Christmas in Alexandria

More God-Sightings on the Bulletin Board

Check out our new bulletin board across from the parlor to read where God has
been at work in our lives. We invite you to write down one “God sighting” from
this past week on a star and add it to the sky! You will find the stars in an
envelope on the bulletin board. Together we can pay attention to God’s presence
as we prepare for Christmas.

This Morning We Invite You to the 11am Service
Intergenerational Christmas Pageant
“Holiday in Bethlehem”
Sunday, December 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent
A Service of Lessons and Carols
Blending Advent and Christmas, we’ll be led in song by our Combined Choir
and the Fairlington Ensemble
Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve
5pm Family Bell Service
Comfortable for all ages, this service includes carol singing, the
Christmas story, and bell ringing. Bring a jingle bell to ring!
NEW! 7pm: Outdoor Firelight Christmas Service
Gather around the firepit in our main parking lot for carol
singing, worship and hot chocolate.
10:30pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
Rev. Devon Earle
Music led by the King Street Brass Quintet and Combined Choirs.

Serving
Stock Up on Goodies Today!! Last Sunday for Kingdom
Christmas Market 10:30am-12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Proceeds will go to support local ministries.

Paper Chains Link Us to Our Mission to Serve

Do you remember making paper chains as a child? Maybe you
would use the festive chain as a garland to decorate for the
holidays, or maybe you made a certain number of links so that you
could tear one off each day to count down to Christmas!
This year we are making a paper chain that we hope will be big
enough to decorate our church! We are raising money for missions
at Fairlington. This money goes to support our Rental Security
Deposit Assistance Program, individuals going on mission trips,
Clara Biswas who is a missionary in Cambodia, and local nonprofits including ALIVE!, Just Neighbors, Rising Hope United
Methodist Mission Church, and Rebuilding Together Alexandria.
For each $10 that you give towards Missions, you will get to add
one link to the paper chain. For any gift a child gives, they will get to
add a special colored link. As we count down to Christmas this
Advent Season, help us decorate our church with this special
garland and we will work together to make a difference in our
community.
Our goal is to raise $16,000. You can give during the offering time
at church, before or after church in front of the parlor, in the
Fellowship Hall during the Christmas Market, or online. Please
make checks payable to Fairlington United Methodist Church and
put on the memo line Advent. If you give during the offering or
online, be sure to pick up your links at the table set up in front of the
parlor or Fellowship Hall. Questions? Contact Pastor Devon,
devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

Nurturing
Firelight Christmas Eve Service

Sunday, December 24 at 7pm in the Parking Lot
The very first Christmas wasn’t celebrated in an ornate sanctuary, so we are
taking Christmas Eve worship outside this year and are launching a new 7pm
Firelight Christmas Eve Service. You are invited to gather around firepits in our
lower parking lot, enjoy hot chocolate and cookies together, sing Christmas
Carols, and worship. We will be reminded of that very first Christmas and the
ways that we are invited to continue to spread joy. If it rains or snows we will
meet in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to help out with hospitality or set up
for this exciting, new and unique service or if you have any questions, contact
Pastor Devon, devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

Stewardship Report

We are at nearly 70% of our budget goals for 2019. Please
remember it’s not too late to pledge. If you haven’t renewed your
pledge, please contact us to let us you know your plans. Or go
online at www.fairlingtonumc.org.

Thank you to everyone who participated in our first
FUMC Day of Giving last week. Your generosity made
this a memorable event.
~Jenn Ayres, Stewardship Committee Chair
jlaayers@gmail.com

Advent Bible Study Continues

Sunday Mornings in December at 9:30am in Room 109
“Awaiting the Already” by Margrey deVega
The Christmas story we know so well is really a compilation of accounts found in
each of the Gospels. Although the four books present the event somewhat
differently, each of them leads us on the Advent journey of preparation for
Christ’s coming. This study will show us what parts of the Christmas story come
from which Gospel, and help us to recognize that each Gospel writer invites us to
encounter a fresh experience of the birth of Christ Facilitator: Al Ross.
Questions? Contact Christian White, christian@fairlingtonumc.org.

Serving This Morning
Nursery
Ushers

Readers
Sound Techs

Sabina Pandey
9:30: Stan Beall, Jeff Barnes, Linda Hauenstein,
David Hauenstein, Jim Knaell
11:00: Wray Sexson, Heather Viehl-Yee,
Sarah Laryea, Susan Batchelder, Fred Geisler
9:30: Jeff Barnes, Fred Geisler
9:30: Kevin Wagner 11:00: Kent Smiley

