Third Sunday
in
Advent
Fairlington United Methodist Church
Congregation reads the bold print out loud.
Hymn or UMH = United Methodist Hymnal

December 13, 2020 at 11am
Technical assistance: 703.951.7094
TFWS = The Faith We Sing

Please send your prayer requests by 9am Sunday to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org

We Gather in Praise
Words of Welcome
Prelude

Angels We Have Heard on High

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Robert Lau
Kris McCormick & Claire Heaton

Call to Confession
Old habits and new wrongs wear ruts through our lives and relationships.
But God is able to restore us.
Like water coursing through a desert,
the waters of baptism flow through us, reminding us
that we belong to God and are raised to new life.

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, you love justice; why, then, do we persist in wrongdoing and every form of evil? You have
given us the gift of your Spirit; why, then, do we quench the Spirit among us? You have given us the
words of the prophets and the Word himself; why, then, do we despise and ignore what we have heard
from you? You have sent the light into the world; why, then, have we loved darkness rather than light?
Forgive us. Restore us. Till and tend us as your garden until righteousness and praise spring up, for the
sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness
In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great things for us! Even if we have gone out in tears, God brings us home,
shouting for joy.
Thanks be to God: we are forgiven!

Hymn 196

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

hyfrydol

We Listen for God’s Voice
Prayer for Illumination
Holy One, giver of life and light, as your word is read and proclaimed, illumine our hearts and minds that, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, our lives may reflect God’s glory. Amen.

Hebrew Scripture

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Jim Dooley

The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God!

Hymn 206
Gospel Reading

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God!

Let the Children Come
Meditation

Illumination
Janine Howard

We Respond with Joy
Christmas Tree “Testimony”
Call to Prayer TFWS 2143

O Lord, Your Tenderness

houston

Laura Lee Dooley

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory

Text: 703.454.8702 or go to
www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate

People Look East
Trad. French Carol
Virtual Choir: Fairlington UMC Chancel Choir; Westminster Presbyterian Church
Benjamin Hutchens, conductor; Louise Wilson, organist
(to follow the text, see UMH 202 in the music section.)

Prayer after the Offering
Dedication of the Gifts Hymn 221, v.4

In the Bleak Midwinter

cranham

We Go to Serve
Affirmation of Joy
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Waiting then, even as we wait now.
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Your universal reminder of your never-ending glory.
Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
Illuminating our lives across time and space.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
All held in your fiercely gentle care, O God; your lovingkindness is our source of strength and joy.

Hymn 188

Christ Is the World’s Light

christe sanctorum

Dismissal with Blessing

Postlude

Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes Sohn (Orgelbüchlein)

J.S. Bach

Prayer Requests from December 6
Please send your prayer requests to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org.

Death of Eric Owen, and for his wife and children, Erin, David, James, and Clara
My Mom Bonnie & prayers for my brother David and his husband Kelly who are taking care of her since my
father’s death.
John - 19-year-old neighbor friend who had a seizure today,
for the Bantug Family, Allison, Mike, Janet, Jenni, Kathy, Kristie, Claudia, Bethany, Susie, Carol, Jerry,
Richard, Sam & the Taylor Family, David, Buck, Chris, Ann,
the Watson Family and Emma exposed to covid, awaiting results.
Blake, facing a cancer recurrence,
Bill and all the medical staff taking care of him following an accident.
The family of Chuck who died from Covid,
Eric, Travis and Jessica who have tested positive for Covid.
Denise and David who have Covid,
Susan whose father died of Covid,
Wendy – death of her mother,
the hundreds of children at our borders still separated from their parents,
Bill and the Briggs family, Kevin and Karl, Ellen and family, Tracy and Ruby, Larry and Sue, Ann,
Ava and Finn, Janay & Tochi and family, Kurt, Gwen, Lavinia, Brad and family, Nadia and family,
Tara and her son Wheeler, Madison and Donald, Mikey, Flor and family, Eric, Marilyn, Betsy and family,
Rufus and Kim, Susan, Patty, Beverly and Jeremy, Shawn, Louise, Joel, Jim, Roger, and Josh, Steve,
and the family of Jim Moseley.

Hymn 206
I Want to Follow Jesus

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
streaming live

Thursday, December 24 at 5pm

Fairlington United Methodist Church

December 13, 2020

Your worship leaders
Worship with Us!
11am Sunday Service
Online
fairlingtonumc.org/worship

For prayer requests email
prayers@fairlingtonumc.org

Noontime Zoom Time
Gathering

Wednesdays at 12pm.
One of our pastors will lead a
devotion, check in with those
gathered, and lead a prayer.
It is easy to join in. Go to
fairlingtonumc.org
and scroll down.

Note: Outdoor
Eucharists
Postponed
(see below)

For info:
Janine@fairlingtonumc.org

have been very busy preparing for Christmas
Eve. Our 5:00pm service will be an intergenerational experience including the
King Street Brass (starting at 4:50) some creativity from Reverend Christian
White, and our traditional candlelit closing. Candles (and drip catchers) are
available for pick up in the breezeway, on the steps opposite the main door.
Please get some for your family and be sure to check on fellow members who
cannot get for theirs.
-Janine Howard

Also Coming December 24 – Lessons and Carols

We will post a Lessons and Carols video for viewing at any time after
December 23rd. It features scriptural readings, prayers and music appropriate
to Christmas Eve and beyond. Look for it on our web site and Facebook.

Christmas Dedications

Due to covid, we won’t be purchasing poinsettias for dedications this year. But
you can still honor a friend or family member with a seasonal contribution to our
church. Please send us an email to office@fairlingtonumc.org with the name(s)
you would like printed on our dedication list (or call the office at 703-671-8557).
You may donate to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, with or without a dedication.
Go to https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate, scroll down to Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund, and you will see a text box where you can write your dedication. You may
also mail a check with “pastor fund” written in the memo line.
We will begin publishing dedications on Christmas Eve.

Angel Tree Christmas Update

A big thank you to all of the families who sponsored children for Christmas in our
Angel Tree program! All our children were paired, with some last-minute additions.
We are also supporting the children living in the ALIVE! shelter and the Carpenter's
Shelter by providing funding to those organizations for children's holiday gifts. If you
would like to contribute funds for those efforts, please donate on the Fairlington
UMC website and note "Angel Tree." Or send a check to the church with "Angel
Tree" written in the memo. Thanks again for making a merrier Christmas for these
kids!
For more info contact Necia Chambliss Necia.Chambliss@gmail.com or Denise
Taylor Holder hokies91@cox.net.

NOTICE: Because of increased transmission risk and colder conditions we have suspended Morning Eucharist
Services until we can gather safely inside, or, we are more comfortable outside. This is a difficult decision but
reflects our desire to provide a safe and healthy environment for all. We will resume as soon as possible.

On the way to Rising Hope. June is in the front row, left wearing a red jacket.
Over our years at Fairlington, we have been blessed with our connection with youth
and special projects. We took the youth on a gleaning trip that opened all of our eyes
to how much food is left to rot in the fields. More recently, we have helped the youth
with several food drives for Rising Hope UMC. These drives involved the entire
congregation, both in donating and
delivering
the food,
and has allowed Fairlington
Fairlington
United Methodist
Church
3900
King
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/
Alexandria
VA/
223027
703.671.8557
info@fairlingtonumc.org
https://www.fairlingtonumc.org/
to make connections with those living in poverty on Route One.
Clergy and Staff
~ June and Eric Stowe
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, janine@fairlingtonumc.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Chenda Innis Lee, chenda@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White, christian@fairlingtonumc.org
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Hearty chunky
canned soups
Canned stews
Dried beans
Peanut butter
and jelly
Vegetable oil
All kinds of
Cleaning
supplies

West End Lazarus Wish List
Please tell Santa to drop off your donations directly to
our partner Trinity United Methodist Church, 2911
Cameron Mills Rd, Alexandria 22302. Please drive to
the rear parking lot off Pierpont St. and put donated
items in the kitchen or by the kitchen door.
OR Let Instacart or Amazon or Peapod drop your
supplies off.
Make sure you address the order to West End Lazarus,
Trinity UMC 2911 Cameron Mills Rd. Alexandria 22302

Deconstructing Racism
The Wednesday Evening Podcast Discussion Group
continues where it left off before Thanksgiving
Fairlington United Methodist Women invite you to
join us for our Wednesday evening podcast
discussions as we continue expanding our
understanding of African American history in the
United States. Listen in advance to the indicated
episode, then join us on Zoom at 7:30-8:15pm.
Questions? Contact Karlene Masters karlenemasters@hotmail.com for Zoom instructions.
December 16 - Tuskegee Airmen: American Heroes (https://bit.ly/33oVliP)
December 23 - Tuskegee Syphilis Study - Treatment by Autopsy (https://bit.ly/37eJk0k)
December 30 - Tuskegee Syphilis Study – Parallels (https://bit.ly/2VcOnZx)

There’s still time to order

premium nuts and chocolates through FUMW’s online Terri
Lynn store https://fairlingtonumw.terrilynn.com and ship
them for $5 per address. This is a great way to share
delicious Christmas flavors with family and friends if you
are not able to be together on December 25. Remember,
all proceeds from your purchase support our missions with
ALIVE!, Just Neighbors and Days for Girls, each of
which is in ministry with women, children and youth. Thank
you for supporting Fairlington United Methodist Women
fundraisers!

Sun Dec 13
CANCELLED: Morning Eucharist in
Wilderness SEE BULLETIN

Janine@fairlingtonumc.org

9:45am - 10:30am

Youth Advent Study: Almost Christian:
christian@fairlingtonumc.org
A Wesleyan Advent Experience

10:00am - 11:00am

Our Journey on the Way via
Zoom

10:00am - 11:00am

Parents' Sunday Class via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am – 12:00pm

Advent Children’s Project

christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am - 12:00pm

SUNDAY Worship ONLINE

Janine@fairlingtonumc.org

7:00pm - 8:30pm

Men's Small Group in
Wilderness

christian@fairlingtonumc.org

7:00pm - 8:30pm

Women's Small Group via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

christian@fairlingtonumc.org

Mon Dec 14

Tues Dec 15
7:30pm - 8:30pm

Finance Com. via zoom

crnuckolls@gmail.com

7:30pm - 9:00pm

Foundations of Faith Study

christian@fairlingtonumc.org

7:30pm - 8:30pm

Staff Parish Rel. via zoom

amacwilson@gmail.com

12:00pm - 12:30pm

Wednesday Prayer Gathering
Online

chenda@fairlingtonumc.org

7:00pm - 8:15pm

FUMW Discussion Group:
Tuskegee Airmen: American
Heroes

KarleneMasters@hotmail.co
m

CANCELLED: Morning
Eucharist in Wilderness SEE
BULLETIN

Janine@fairlingtonumc.org

9:45am - 10:30am

Youth Advent Study: Almost
Christian: A Wesleyan Advent
Experience

christian@fairlingtonumc.org

10:00am - 11:00am

Parents' Sunday Class via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am - 12:00pm

SUNDAY Worship ONLINE

Wed Dec 16

Thurs Dec 17
Fri Dec 18
Sat Dec 19
Sun Dec 20

Janine@fairlingtonumc.org

