
Fairlington United Methodist Church 
welcomes all to a nurturing faith community that serves God  

by serving others. 
We’re Glad You’re Here! We invite all worshipers to sign the red Friendship 
Pad that is at the end of each pew and pass it down your row. Prayer requests 
may be listed on the yellow pew cards. Pass them to the inside aisle for 
collection during the first hymn. 
 

Is This Your First Visit with Us? We have gifts for first-time worshipers on the 
Welcome Table in the Narthex (foyer). Ushers can provide large print 
hymnals and hearing devices. Ask them for a Kid’s Pack and Children’s 
Bulletin as well as directions to the Nursery, or to our Family Room in the 
balcony. 
 

We want to learn your name. Please use a sticky nametag that you will find 
in the red books and in the pews. You can request a clip-on nametag by filling 
out a pink form located along the wall in the Narthex. You may also email the 
office, office@fairlingtonumc.org, and we’ll make one for you! 
 

Sunday School Classes are at 9:30am. Classes for young adults, single 
adults, parents, married couples--just about any life stage you might be 
experiencing. Classes are open for you to join at any time. We also have 
groups for every age child and teenager. To join a group or for more 
information contact Rev. Christian White: (703) 671-8557 x106 or 
christian@fairlingtonumc.org. 
 

A red rose on the altar celebrates the recent birth of Zoë to Caroline 
McClaugherty. Zoë  is Carol Counselman's great-niece. 

October 6, 2019 

Worship Attendance September 29: 213 

Fairlington United Methodist Church 
3900 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302 

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 10am to 4pm (703) 671-8557 
info@fairlingtonumc.org ~ www.fairlingtonumc.org ~www.facebook.com/ 

Public WiFi: “FUMC-Access” (password: open3900) 

Remember with Prayers Each week in worship and in our church staff 
meetings we lift up the prayer requests that are submitted. You may also 
contact the church office with your prayer requests.  
Don, William, Jane, Rucker, Darlene, Rich, Beth, Shaun, Jennifer, Scott, 
Brynne, Gloria, Bucky, Beverly, Rocky, Sharon, Freida, Ms. Penny, Bill, 
Harriette, the Plank family, Brandon and Ian, Ed, Mary, Anne, Roberta, 
Dorothy, Lisa, Greta, Tim, Kurt, Gordon, Keith, Brian and Adam, Bill and 
the Briggs family, Sherry and Rich, Kevin, Karl, Ellen, Myrta, David who 
looking for work, Nancy, Patti, Bill, Corey, Myrta, Sharon, Chuck, Karen, 
Faye, David , Janet, Evert and Elisabeth, Julie and Gary, Caroline and 
Barbara and Eric, Maria and family, Nadia and family, Kathleen and Debra, 
Madison and family, Sheila and Gordon, John undergoing treatment for 
cancer, Mr. and Mrs. Langhauger, Jetlina, Marie, Aretha and Eunice, 
Catrina, Marga, Louise, Joanne, Chadd and Laura, Doris, Children and 
families at the border, Jim, Pang and her family, Lewrene, Freida, 
Margaret, Ted and Sarah, Bill, Jerry, Sam Richard, Howard, Nancy, Katie, 
Stan, Connie, Sharon, Tim, Nicolas, Charles, Suzanne in her new position, 
Joe, Anand, The Holdway family, Don, Rocky, Juice, Rich, Tom, Sandi, 
Stan, Jane, Randy, Jerry, Marilyn, Steve, Billy, Judy, Bob, Steve, Aubree, 
John, Janet, John, Lise, Patricia, Elizabeth, Claudia, Kathy, Jenni, Kristie, 
Judith, Mike, Bethany, Bob, Pat, Emily, Jane, Sawyer, Richard and his 
family, Michael, Nabieu. 

Serving This Morning 
 

Acolytes  9:30 Morgan Kamber 
   11:00 Olivia Kamber 
Children’s Church Leslie Casson-Stevens, Debbie Grant  
Nursery  Sabina Pandey, Carol Counselman, Lucy Perez  
Readers  9:30  Carol Hunter, Karlene Masters 
   11:00 Jim Dooley, Al Ross 

      Sound Tech  9:30  Kevin Wagner 
   11:00 David Porter 
      Ushers  9:30  Jeff Barnes, Kevin Wagner, Glen McLoughlin,  
   Steve Davis, Fred Geisler 
    11:00 Alvin Mason, Sarah Laryea, Randy Nuckolls, 
    Joan Bready, Laurie Willshire 

October 6 to October 13, 2019 

Sun Oct 6th   

9:30am - 10:30am Sunday School 

9:30am - 10:30am Worship - Sanctuary 

10:30am - 11:00am Coffee & Conversation FH 

11:00am - 12:00pm Worship - Sanctuary 

12:00pm - 3:00pm United Methodist Women Lunch FH 

12:15pm - 1:00pm Ring Tones 112 

12:30pm - 4:00pm Blessing of the Animals @ Bradlee Cen-
ter Pet Value 

5:00pm - 5:30pm Chapel Choir 108 

5:30pm - 7:00pm Young Adult Bible Study 109 

5:30pm - 6:00pm Youth Vocal Ensemble (YVE) 108 

6:00pm - 8:00pm Fairlington Youth 306/FH 

Mon Oct 7th   

6:30pm - 8:00pm Worship Planning Committee 111 

7:00pm - 8:30pm Girl Scouts  110 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Trustees 113 

Tue Oct 8th   

8:30am - 10:30am ALIVE! Gardeners Playground 

5:30pm - 6:30pm Alcoholics Anonymous 111 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Boy Scout Troop 350 various 

7:30pm - 8:30pm Marriage Discussion Group Parlor 

Wed Oct 9th   

10:30am - 11:45am Wed. AM Bible Class 109 

6:30pm - 7:00pm Cherub Choir 106 

6:30pm - 8:00pm Junior Girl Scout Troop FH 

7:00pm - 8:30pm Disciple's Path Bible Study 109 

7:30pm - 9:30pm Overeaters Anonymous 110 

Thu Oct 10th   

9:00am - 11:00am Alexandria Bakery Time 

10:00am - 12:00pm Kneedful Knitters  - Parlor 

2:00pm - 6:00pm Lazarus Ministries 

6:30pm - 7:30pm Jubilate Handbell 112 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Overeaters Anonymous 110 

7:45pm - 9:30pm Chancel Choir 108 

8:30pm - 9:30pm Seraphim Choir 108 

Fri Oct 11th   

12:30pm - 2:30pm Muslim Prayers  FH 

7:00pm - 8:30pm Girl Scout Cadettes 110 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Overeaters Anonymous 114 

Sun Oct 13th   

9:30am - 10:30am Sunday School 

9:30am - 10:30am Worship - Sanctuary 

10:30am - 11:00am Coffee & Conversation FH 

11:00am - 12:00pm Worship - Sanctuary 

12:15pm - 1:00pm Ring Tones 112 

5:00pm - 5:30pm Chapel Choir 108 

5:30pm - 6:00pm Youth Vocal Ensemble (YVE) 108 

7:00pm - 8:00pm 2nd Sunday Worship -  Chapel 

7:00pm - 8:30pm Companions 114 

  

 On the first Sunday of every month we break 
ordinary bread and pour ordinary juice, dipping one into 
the other, and placing them in our ordinary mouths. 
While the bread and juice are still on the table, we pray, 
blessing those ordinary things, remembering the way that 
Jesus shared the ordinary at the Last Supper, and praying 
that through the bread and juice Jesus will be truly 
present with us.  
 On this first Sunday of October, we share ordinary 
bread and ordinary juice to celebrate World Commun-
ion Sunday with congregations all over the globe. Some 
will receive the ordinary bread precut into cubes, others 
with receive a piece broken from a shared loaf, and some 
with receive wafers. Some will receive the ordinary juice 
in individual cups, others will drink from a shared cup, 
and some will dip their piece of bread into the juice. The 
communion prayer will sound different, using different 
words and languages.  
 In our differences we celebrate that we are united 
by Jesus who calls us his body and invites us to 
encounter him through the ordinary.  
 As we celebrate across the world, across 
differences, and encounter God together, I found a fitting 
poem by Andrew King. It’s included on our communion 
insert this morning. 

~Pastor Devon 
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mailto:info@fairlingtonumc.org
http://www.fairlingtonumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/fairlingtonumc
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You are invited to participate in this formative study, 
subtitled Deepening Your Relationship with Christ and the 
Church. 
Janine will lead the study this Fall and we anticipate 
Devon will lead another opportunity in early 2020. This is 
an excellent refresher for longtime United Methodists, or 
as an introduction to our Church and congregation. We 
have workbooks available for $12. Feel free to ask Janine 

 to see a copy in advance. This study is limited to 14 people. Come to learn and 
grow together! To sign up , and for more info contact janine@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Are you interested in growing in your faith with others in a 
small intimate setting? A relational small group might be 
for you! A small group is an opportunity for individuals to 
grow in their faith and relationship with God by spending 
time with others engaged in conversation. The hope is 
that Christian friendship will develop and our love of God 

 will grow. We will find a group for anybody who desires to join one. Simply contact 
Rev. Christian White, christian@fairlingtonumc.org for more information. 

You are invited to the home of Marian Houser, who will 
provide small sandwiches and beverages.  Everyone is 
asked to bring a side dish or dessert. Please RSVP by 
October 14 to Marian Houser (571)575-6754. 
 

Which pastor will be on duty at the Alexandria Pastry 
Shop (3690 King Street in Bradlee Center) this 
Thursday, from 9-11am? Find out by dropping by and 
joining us for coffee, or pastry and a chat. There is no 
agenda, just a time to check in, connect, or talk about 
anything on your  mind. For more info contact Pastor 
Devon devon@fairlingtonumc.org.

 

This is an opportunity for children to dress up and safely 
"trick-or-treat" in our parking lot. For children who live in 
apartment complexes or neighborhoods without a 
tradition of trick-or-treating this gives them the chance to 
participate in dressing up! To make it happen we need 
your help! We need people to decorate their cars and 
park in our parking lot and hand out candy. We will also 
have firepits and hot dogs to roast as well as a gourmet 
s'more bar that we will need volunteers to help with!  

If you can help that evening with welcoming our neighbors and bringing the 
community together for a fun event, sign-up at bit.ly/fumctreat or email 
devon@fairlingtonumc.org. 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended Erin Perkins’ 
concert last weekend. Thanks to your generosity, Erin 
raised over $1500 for the Fairlington Music Program. 

 

 

We are providing a team to help pick up and deliver 
furniture for families in crisis in Alexandria on 
Saturday, October 19. We will meet at First Christian 
Church rear parking lot (2723 King St.) at 8:00am and 
finish by noon. Contact Rolf Blank 
rolfb444@gmail.com if you can help out or need 
additional information. 

Help our Trustees lighten the ship by disposing of 
surplus furniture. On October 19, starting at 8:00am 
we will put out on the parking lot our unneeded tables, 
chairs, bulletin boards, desks, and more to be given 
away. Contact Clint Stretch clint.stretch@gmail.com. 

 
 

On Saturday, October 19, join us for a time of 
physical labor, community, and fun as we continue to 
restore the Van Dorn Wilderness across the street. 
We will be pruning, weeding, and perhaps planting a 
few more things as we prepare the site for cold 
weather. This is a great family activity. We will start at 
9:00 am and work at least until lunch. Come for just a 
little while or the entire time. Wear long sleeves and 
pants, bring gloves, and if you have them, weeding 

 tools Bring a water bottle and bag lunch if you like. 
Contact Anne Wilson wilsanne@gmail.com, or 703.820-4295, or Clint 
Stretch clint.stretch@gmail.com 202-256-8719 for more information. 

 

 

Fairlington UMC is a Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors. We proclaim and 
welcome every person as a beloved child of God regardless of age, race, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, family structure, faith history, or life experience. 

Worship at 
9:30 & 11am 

          

 

 

 
We are adding a new worship service, in a different space and at a 
different time! Second Sunday gets going on October 13th at 
7:00pm in the Chapel. Our focus for this service will be prayer, 
healing and wholeness. Our chapel provides a more intimate 
environment for worship than does our main sanctuary.  Your worship 
teams will seek feedback on the space and on our new services, in 
order to best meet the spiritual needs of our congregation and 
neighbors. Perhaps we can even help our Building Committee as they 
assess the plans for renovation of this space. 
 

If you can’t make the service on October 13, look for our next Second 
Sunday on November 10th at 7:00pm. We will let you know more 
about the theme as we approach the date. December is a very busy 
month, so we won’t host a Second Sunday and instead will direct you 
to the many other worshipping opportunities and resume Second 
Sunday in January. Please contact me with your thoughts and 
questions.            ~Pastor Janine Howard, janine@fairlingtonumc.org 

 
Are you thinking about joining Fairlington? New Member 
Sunday is October 20. There will be a breakfast for new members 
and church leaders at 9:30am in the Parlor. Afterwards new members  
will formally join the church during 11am worship. Everyone who 
would like to join can set up a time to meet with Pastor Devon prior to 
October 20, to prepare you for New Member Sunday and answer any 
questions you have. Contact devon@fairlingtonumc.org. 
 

This Afternoon: Blessing of the Animals  
      from 12:30 -4pm at the  

     Bradlee Center Pet Valu! 
       Bring your pet or a picture of your pet  

for a special blessing! 

Encountering God in Every Day Life  
Pastor Devon Earle 

Sunday School at 
9:30am 

Thanks for being All-In for Fairlington. We are 
called to give of our whole selves, to commit our 
values knowing that no matter what - Fairlington is 
here and it is welcoming, nurturing and serving. 
What does All-In mean to you? Let us know on 
social media. Also look for Stewardship represent-
atives next Sunday, October 13, to answer ques-
tions and help you enroll in online giving. There are 
many ways to give and it’s super easy. To date we 
have received 38% of our budget. 

~Jenn Ayers, Stewardship Chair 

 

Please help throughout October by dropping off canned or 
packaged food items in the marked bins near the green awning 
entrance and next to the chapel (watch for signs!). 

Most Needed Food: Pancake Mix. Also Needed:  
Canned Fruit (canned)  Meat & Fish (canned Chicken, 

Tuna, Stew, Hash, Ravioli, etc.) Oatmeal (boxes w/single 
packets) Hearty Canned Soups Pasta / Spaghetti 
Macaroni & Cheese Rice (boxed or bagged)  

Come Get It!  

Free Stuff 

Clergy and Staff 
 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, janine@fairlingtonumc.org 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Devon Earle, devon@fairlingtonumc.org 

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White 
christian@fairlingtonumc.org 

Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson, (703) 671-4057 louise@fairlingtonumc.org 
Youth Programs: Jessai Canaday, youth@fairlingtonumc.org 
Office Manager: Michelle Tello, michelle@fairlingtonumc.org 

Administrative Assistant for Publications: Eileen Joyner, eileen@fairlingtonumc.org 
Preschool Director: Carol Keller (703) 671-3939 preschool@fairlingtonumc.org  

Custodians: Rufina Muñoz and Yosias Hagos 
District Superintendent: Rev. Jeffrey Mickle; Bishop: Rev. Sharma Lewis  
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mailto:devon@fairlingtonumc.org
mailto:rolfb444@gmail.com
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mailto:wilsanne@gmail.com
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The Order of Worship 
 

October 6, 2019                                          = Congregation is invited to stand if able 
17th Sunday after Pentecost         Congregation reads the bold print. 
                                          HYMN or Hymnal = United Methodist Hymnal 

TFWS = The Faith We Sing Hymnal 
 

We Gather in Praise 
 
Welcome and Announcements                          

 
Prelude              Prelude in C Major                     Anon. 

   Ring Tones (formerly Five by Five) 
 
Call to Worship                        

All Merciful God,  as Jesus,  was born of Hebrew parents,  
rejoiced in the faith of a Syrian woman and of a Roman soldier,  
welcomed the Greeks who sought him,  
and had his cross carried by a man from Africa …  
We come today to praise your generosity.  
We come today to marvel in your diversity.  
We come today to lay claim to our name:  
        Baptized! Beloved!  
        Body of the living Christ!  -Fairlington Presbyterian Church 

zHymn 632  Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether   UNION SEMINARY 

Please pass prayer cards to the center aisle. 
 

  Opening Prayer  
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 
Jesus your Son. Look with compassion on the whole human family; 
take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break 
down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on 
earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you 
in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.                                                     -Book of Common Prayer 

 

  To Hear God’s Word 
   QHebrew Scripture            Lamentations 1:1-6 [OT p. 762] 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 
 

    QNew Testament Reading   2 Timothy 1:1-14 [OT p. 211] 
 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 
 

  Children’s Church (11:00) 
  Children ages 3-7 are invited to Children’s Church in Room 213. 
  
   Message                Encountering God Together           

       Pastor Devon Earle 
  

 

To Respond with Joy 
zCall to Prayer Hymn 352 (refrain only) 

                    It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord                  PENITENT 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 
Prayer of Confession 

Compassionate God, even when we know you created all human 
beings in your image, we recognize that we have failed to see your 
image in others. Violence, inequality, and injustice come as a 
result of our own barriers, and prejudices based on beliefs, race 
or culture separate us from others. It is because of our trespasses 
and failure to do right that we have forgotten to love others, 
especially those who are different from us. In your mercy, grant 
us your forgiveness that we may love others, understanding that 
you loved us first. In Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.  

-Johan Daza (2016) 

  Passing the Peace of Christ 
     Offering 

   (9:30)                               Gloria               Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
  (11:00)     Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken   D. Schwoebel 
                Cindy Davis, soprano; Chancel Choir 
 

 Dedication of Gifts 94 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

 

  Communion Liturgy see insert 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 Giving the Bread and Cup  

All are welcome to receive communion. Receive a piece of bread 
in your extended hand, then dip it into the cup of juice. Inform an 
usher if you would like communion to be carried to your seat. 
Gluten-free bread is available. Offerings left at the railing are used 
to share the love Christ with our neighbors. 

 
zCommunion Music  

Hymn 620                 One Bread, One Body  
Hymn TFWS 2266    Here is Bread, Here is Wine  
Hymn TFWS 2255    In the Singing                   

 

And Scatter to Serve 
zClosing Hymn TFWS 2165       Cry of My Heart  

Dismissal with Blessing    
   Postlude       Trumpet Tune in D Major     David N. Johnson 
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A Communion Liturgy for the Whole People of God 
by Alydia Smith 
 
God is with us!  
We are not alone! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love… 
We rejoice with all your people of every time and place,  
and with angels and archangels,  
to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy are you. 
Holy, holy, blessed are you. 
 
It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, 
who joins us together as a community 
of broken but hopeful believers… 
In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ will arise. 
Christ will come to us again. 
 
Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, 
we call on you to transform these familiar things… 
all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  
 
Amen 
 
Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  
 
The body of Christ,  
the bread of life. 
The lifeblood of Christ,  
the cup of blessing. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  
We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by your life.  
We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions God 
has laid on our hearts.  
We are now commissioned to:  
    feed as we have been fed, 
    forgive as we have been forgiven, 
    love as we have been loved. 
Thanks be to God.  

Amen.   
 

 

A Communion Liturgy for the Whole People of God 
by Alydia Smith 
 
God is with us!  
We are not alone! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love… 
We rejoice with all your people of every time and place,  
and with angels and archangels,  
to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy are you. 
Holy, holy, blessed are you. 
 
It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, 
who joins us together as a community 
of broken but hopeful believers… 
In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ will arise. 
Christ will come to us again. 
 
Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, 
we call on you to transform these familiar things… 
all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  
 
Amen 
 
Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  
 
The body of Christ,  
the bread of life. 
The lifeblood of Christ,  
the cup of blessing. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  
We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by your life.  
We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions God 
has laid on our hearts.  
We are now commissioned to:  
    feed as we have been fed, 
    forgive as we have been forgiven, 
    love as we have been loved. 
Thanks be to God.  

Amen.   
 
 
 

A Communion Liturgy for the Whole People of God 
by Alydia Smith 
 
God is with us!  
We are not alone! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love… 
We rejoice with all your people of every time and place,  
and with angels and archangels,  
to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy are you. 
Holy, holy, blessed are you. 
 
It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, 
who joins us together as a community 
of broken but hopeful believers… 
In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ will arise. 
Christ will come to us again. 
 
Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, 
we call on you to transform these familiar things… 
all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  
 
Amen 
 
Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  
 
The body of Christ,  
the bread of life. 
The lifeblood of Christ,  
the cup of blessing. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  
We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by your life.  
We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions God 
has laid on our hearts.  
We are now commissioned to:  
    feed as we have been fed, 
    forgive as we have been forgiven, 
    love as we have been loved. 
Thanks be to God.  

Amen.   
 

 
 
 



The Table with No Edges 

We will sit down  
where feet tire from the journey. 
We will sit down where 

  grief bends the back. 

We will sit down under roofs 
     wrecked by artillery. 
We will sit down where cries 

  sound from cracked walls. 

We will sit down where 
     heat beats like hammers. 
We will sit down  

  where flesh shivers in cold. 

We will sit down where bread 
     bakes on thin charcoal. 
We will sit down where there 

 is no grain in baked fields. 

We will sit down with those 
     who dwell in ashes. 
We will sit down in shadow 

  and in light. 

We will sit down, making friends 
     out of strangers. 
We will sit down, our cup filled 

  with new wine. 

We will sit down and let 
     love flow like language. 
We will sit down where  

  speech needs no words. 

We will sit together 
     at the table with no edges. 
We will sit to share one loaf,  
in Christ’s name, in one world. 

  ~Andrew King 
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  sound from cracked walls. 

We will sit down where 
     heat beats like hammers. 
We will sit down  

  where flesh shivers in cold. 

We will sit down where bread 
     bakes on thin charcoal. 
We will sit down where there 

 is no grain in baked fields. 

We will sit down with those 
     who dwell in ashes. 
We will sit down in shadow 

  and in light. 

We will sit down, making friends 
     out of strangers. 
We will sit down, our cup filled 

  with new wine. 

We will sit down and let 
     love flow like language. 
We will sit down where  

  speech needs no words. 

We will sit together 
     at the table with no edges. 
We will sit to share one loaf,  
in Christ’s name, in one world. 

 ~Andrew King 
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