
 

 

 

A Few Stories 

A mother who was employed in the 
child care industry lost her job due 
to pandemic. Before that, she and 
her daughter had moved to 
subsidized housing with a 
negotiated payment plan for the 
$1,200 security deposit balance. No 
longer able to make payments, she 
received an eviction notice. The 
$300 grant from FUMC helped 
forestall eviction. 
 

A mother with 3 children works at 
Giant. Due to the pandemic, her 
hours were cut from 40 to 16. She 
has a Housing Choice voucher, so 
her rent will be affordable. 
However, she needed a security 
deposit of $2,996 to secure the 
apartment. 
 
In 2018, a young man was ready to 
leave a comprehensive substance 
abuse rehabilitation program, but 
needed security deposit assistance 
to move into a sober-living 
supportive group home. He started 
a new job to cover his ongoing 
living expenses. With FUMC’s help 
he paid his security deposit and 
transitioned to independent living. 
This year he moved into his own 
apartment with the help of a $300 
grant from FUMC, making him 
eligible to reunite with his wife and 
children. 
 
A previously incarcerated woman 
moved from Carpenters Shelter to 
a condo sponsored by Christian 
Relief Services with the help of a 
$300 grant from FUMC. She is 
working and supported by an 
aftercare program in the 
community. 
 

  The Need Is Growing  
(just do the math.) 

In 2019, Fairlington’s Rent 
Security Deposit Assistance 
Program offered grants to  

94 households Total: $27,538  
 

Since January 2020, FUMC has 
assisted an additional 

70 households  Total $20,158. 

 
Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program (RSDAP) 
collaborates with community service agencies to help families pay the 
initial $1,000 to $2,000 security deposits that impede their renting 
affordable housing. These true stories show the many different ways 
this is affecting our neighbors with marginal or no income. If our 
neighbors can’t make the security deposits, they can’t take advantage 
of housing vouchers or subsidized rentals.  
 

Our community partners in Alexandria and Arlington draw on our 
Church fund to help families avoid eviction and relocate to safe and 
secure housing.  
 

We are now being asked to help with grants for families who have 
been unable to continue payment plans for security deposit balances 
negotiated during moves earlier in the year. Reduced financial 
circumstances have prevented them from meeting this obligation, and 
they face eviction if unable to clear this debt. 
 

With your generous support, we can meet this challenge and respond 
to the increased pace of referrals from our community partners. We 
need your help now, in order to continue this support during the Fall 
and Winter. 
 
 

You Can Help 
 

Join the Club! To help sustain this mission with a consistent source 
of funding, make a commitment for twice-yearly contributions to the 
RSDAP fund. We will send reminders twice a year in March and 
September. Sign up on-line or download a form at http://bit.ly/rsdap 
or go to our website and click on FORMS at the bottom of the page. 
 

Make a one time donation to the RSDAP fund. Simply write a 
check to FUMC with RSDAP in the memo line. Or make a one-time 
contribution online at http://bit.ly/fumcegiving. 
 

Text Your Donation: 1. Enter your donation amount and text our 
number (703) 454-8702 . 
2. Click the registration link and enter payment information. 
3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt. 
For future giving, simply text "repeat" or your donation amount 
to the same number and it will process automatically. 
  

Whenever you are paying your rent or mortgage, consider writing 
a check for RSDAP each month. Or add $10 or more to your monthly 
pledge, and allot it to RSDAP. Ask the church office how. 

 

~Carolyn DeVilbiss SecDepositFUMC@gmail.com  

A Pandemic of Problems* 
   Work hours have been reduced and jobs eliminated. 
       Unemployment benefits have been curtailed. 
           Illness from Covid-19 has grown. 
              Medical problems/bills have increased. 
 

*It only takes one of these problems and suddenly, people who 
were previously managing their rent and expenses find them-
selves seeking assistance from our community.   
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