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A church of 
missions

Over the last 75 years the mission projects of this 
church have run both wide and deep.  They have 
addressed the need for affordable housing, provided 
health care guidance/services to adolescents, 
established a nursery and day care center for 
children affected by or infected with HIV, and fed the 
hungry in our community and world. Several mission 
projects that originated in our church flourish 
beyond the bounds of our church today. ALIVE and 
the St. Andrew Club are two prime examples.  

⌘  ⌘  ⌘ 
Affordable housing:  Our deep concern for the 
lack of affordable housing in our city led FUMC to 
provide an office in 1974 for the Wesley Housing 
Development Corporation.  Wesley Housing 
was founded after a study done by the UMC 
discovered a shortage of affordable housing in our 
region. As a result Wesley Housing became a 
mission of the Alexandria/Arlington UMC Districts.  
Since its inception Wesley Housing has built 25 
communities (1,780 units) of affordable housing in 
Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax County, and 
Washington, DC.  The 81 units of affordable housing 
being built by our neighbor, Fairlington Presbyterian 
Church, is scheduled to begin construction by the 
end of this year. 

Feeding the hungry:  Our mission programs have 
also often focused on feeding the hungry and the 
poor. ALIVE was an outgrowth of a civil rights march 
held in 1968 (the Poor People’s March).  Its 
founding members felt called to establish an 
organization that lifted up all in our community. Its 
very first formation meeting was held in our 
Fellowship Hall in 1969.  Now in its 51st year, ALIVE 
has been strongly supported by FUMC. It has grown 
to include 45 congregations, and its mission has 
expanded from providing a food program to 
alleviating the suffering caused by poverty and 
dramatically improving the lives of those in need in 
the city of Alexandria. Its mission statement says 
that ALIVE acts “through faith and love, to help 
people faced with emergency situations or long-term 
needs become capable of assuming self-reliant 
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roles in the community.”  That sounds like it could be 
a mission statement for FUMC!   
Another wonderful food program that FUMC helped 
grow is the St. Andrew Club. This mission centers on 
feeding the hungry through gleaning, the traditional 
Biblical practice of gathering crops that would 
otherwise be left in the fields to rot or be plowed 
under after harvest. Because the food is 
unmarketable—usually due to minor cosmetic flaws
—farmers allow crews of gleaners to pick what is left 
after harvest to donate to those in need. FUMC 
started the St. Andrew Club, which quickly raised 
funds to support the Society of St. Andrew. We also 
conducted potato drops in the parking lot of our 
church and distributed potatoes to food kitchens in 

our area. Though the St. Andrew Club was 
established at FUMC, its mission spread to other 
churches and people across the country, enabling us 
to make a significant contribution toward efforts to 
eradicate hunger in the U.S.  
Max’s Place:  Our efforts to provide food to the most 
vulnerable populations also include over 20 years of 
work at Max’s Place, a modest, 50-year-old red-brick 
house near Baileys Crossroads that serves 
homeless people with mental illnesses. The only 
facility of its kind in the area, it helps people who are 
resistant to treatment and leery of traditional 
shelters. This FUMC mission started in 1999, and 
volunteers have been providing one meal a week by 
preparing a portion of the meal and financing the 
portion that they are donating. A number of FUMC 
members have prepared meals at Max’s Place since 
its beginning. 
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Rising Hope:  One of our most important 
missions has involved working with Rising Hope 
Methodist Church, located in the Route 1 corridor 
south of Alexandria.  Fairlington UMC has 
supported Rising Hope since its founding 25 
years ago, and it is a true mission church in every 
sense of those words.  It provides the 
marginalized population in the area with a food 

pantry, a soup kitchen (16,000 meals last year), 
and a Hypothermia Shelter that can house 24 
individuals a night, or about 2800 bed nights 
per year. Over the years, we’ve had 
Thanksgiving Services with Rising Hope and held 
food drives.  A number of members of our 
congregation have served on the Rising Hope 
Administrative Board and in other leadership 
roles. 

Health and child care:  In 1987, FUMC hosted a 
health clinic for adolescents until the local 
government could complete arrangements for a 
long-range location.  In February, 1988, we held 
three congregational meetings on HIV/AIDS, 
including one on “How to talk with children about 
HIV/AIDS,” by Anne Wilson, now Church Council 
Chair.  It was after these meetings that FUMC 
agreed to establish a nursery and day care center 
for children affected by or infected with HIV in 
collaboration with the Northern Virginia AIDS 
Ministry (NOVAM). 
Immigrants, homeless, disabled, and 
unemployed:  The list of important mission efforts 
by FUMC members and supported by our church 
family is so extensive that it is impossible to describe 
all of them in detail. Our work with Just Neighbors to 
help immigrants and refugees achieve their 
American dream through effective legal services is 
one such effort.  So too is our current work with 
providing support to the West End Lazarus Ministry, 
which serves the working poor, homeless, disabled 
and those who are experiencing severe financial 
stress due to job loss, illness, or personal loss. 
Providing emergency financial assistance and food 
give hope and comfort to those in need during hard 
times.      
In sum, FUMC has done so much more than ‘talk the 
talk’.  We are doers when it comes to mission. Our 
FUMC congregation each and every day lives up to 
the words from Isaiah 6:8 -- Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will 
go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Gerry Hebert 

Community prayer at Rising Hope


