
 

 
July 25, 2021 at 8:30am                                                                                  Congregation reads the BOLD print out loud. 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost                 Hymn or UMH = United Methodist Hymnal                  TFWS = The Faith We Sing                                                    
 
Greeting 

 
Call to Confession  

God looks at us, to see if we are wise enough  to offer confession, to receive forgiveness,  
to seek to know the healing love of Christ.  
Let us prove our wisdom, and set aside our foolish pride, as we pray together,  

-Thom Shuman  
Prayer of Confession 

In our Wisdom's Heart, we know deep within, we know how we have failed to be your 
people. Our hardened hearts are closed to the love of Christ:  our lust for more and 
more blocks the fullness of your grace from transforming our lives; our trust in the 
powers of the world reveals our foolish nature.  

 
Have mercy, God of every generation. Pour out  the rich blessing of forgiveness on 
our parched souls. Feed us with Heaven's Bread, so we might  
be nourished by your gentleness. Shape us as your people, and restore us to faithful 
living, as we seek to follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in service to everyone 
we meet.  

-Thom Shuman  
Words of Assurance and Forgiveness  

The wideness of God's mercy, the range of God's forgiveness, the infinite love of God, the 
heart of hope which is never empty: all these gifts are ours, as God restores us to the 
fullness of life meant for us.  

  
Grounded in love, rooted in discipleship, we offer ourselves in service to 
others, recognizing the limitless grace which is ours to share in Christ. Thanks be 
to God. Amen.  

  -Thom Shuman  
Exchange Signs of Peace 

By placing my hands on my heart, and then removing them, I am exposing my vulnerable heart to you. I am 
saying: By the grace of God, I am not going to hold myself back from you in fear. When I extend my open 
hands to you, I am saying: Not only am I not trying to hide and defend myself, but I also only have peace to 
give.  And the eye contact means it’s personal, it’s not flippant, it’s significant, this matters to me, 
it’s a kind of promise.  

                                                                                                                        -Jessica Young 

Gospel Lesson                          John 6:1-20 

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus 
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself  



 

knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to 
him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 
many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 
wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, 
left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had 
done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. When evening came, his disciples went 
down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, 
and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 
afraid.” 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  
   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
   

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving.  
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 

The Prayer of Our Savior 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.   

  

Receiving the Elements 
 

Dismissal with Blessing 



Thank You to Our Ice Cream Servers: Tracy Jefferson, Barbara Glomb and Steve Glomb. Thank you to all who 
have signed up to serve.

WE SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM!  HELP WANTED: WE NEED TWO VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, OR WE RISK NOT DOING ICE CREAM. Contact Fred Geisler at 
fredlgeisler@comcast.net or leave a message at the office 703-671-8557.

Fairlington Framily: Wilderness Lovers Invited! Have you been to the Fairlington Wilderness recently? All are 
welcome to come in-person and enjoy this Native Habitat Restoration Area. Beginning July 27 we will be weeding 
and tending to the habitat every Tuesday morning from 9-10:30 am. No RSVP needed. Bring water, gloves, 
clippers and a trowel if you have them. If not, come anyway.

Alive! Needs Food.  Donations Accepted Thursdays 3 – 7pm  and Saturdays 9:am – 12pm at the Alexandria 
City Warehouse,  116 South Quaker Lane. A new staff member is there to handle and help at the drive-in location. 
Check it out! Food Program In Alexandria VA | ALIVE! Is Here To Help (alive-inc.org)

Join Our Team! The Stewardship Committee is gearing up for the pledge campaign for the 2022 budget and we’re 
looking for more folks to join our team! Participating in the Committee is a great way to channel your creative juices, 
marketing & outreach skills, and help raise awareness of the church’s budget needs. For more information, contact 
Christine Pollack at stewardship@fairlingtonumc.org or Janine Howard at janine@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Prayers from July 18
We have authentic roses on the worship table in memory of William (Bill) McCrory, who passed away July 2.

Mary Lessman, the Keyser family’s Aunt, who passed away July 12.
Lois Nangle’s brother, Norman, who passed away recently.

Cindy, Pat, Emily, Gus, David, Buck, The Marshall Family, Betsy and Family, Tim and Bryan, Alicia, Breanne, 
Susan, Patty, Beverly and Jeremy, Shawn, Kim, Benay, Louise, Warren and Susan, Craig and Sandy, Flor and 
Family, Felipe, Kathleen and Debra, Madison and Donald, Lee and her mother, Eric and Chrissy, Mikey and Leo, 
The Frizzell Family, Laughlin, Sarah, Victoria, Sharon, Murph, Bill and the Briggs Family, Ellen and Family, Kevin 
and Karl, Sherri and Zane, Tracy and Ruby, the Lee Family of Pittsburgh, Ashley, Ben, Bea, Don, Vivian, Alfred, 
William, Jane, Darlene, Rucker, Rich, Beth, Shawn, Jennifer, Scott, Brynne and Darrell, the Family of Bill McCrory, 
the Family of Mary Lessman.

Youth 
Mission 
Sunday

Summer Worship Schedule
8:30am   Eucharist in the Chapel  10:00am   Worship in the Sanctuary

Bring your own elements  and Online at fairlingtonumc.org

Ice Cream and Lemonade Social in the Breezeway after Worship

July 25, 2021

mailto:fredlgeisler@comcast.net
https://www.alive-inc.org/food-program-in-alexandria-virginia/
mailto:stewardship@fairlingtonumc.org
mailto:janine@fairlingtonumc.org


Bishop Mande Muyombo - Forced to Carry the Cross
Wednesday, July 28 from 7:30-8:15pm This summer, Fairlington UMW is watching and 
discussing Dismantling Racism, the 2021 Lenten devotional series from the Council of Bishops. All 
FUMC members are invited to join us on this journey. Download the weekly Journal Page from 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-lent-devotions-by-our-bishops 

and watch the accompanying video prior to each week’s discussion. During our time together, we will discuss the 
Questions for Contemplation at the end of the Journal Page in a safe environment. The series continues through the 
summer on  Wednesdays from 7:30-8:15pm Contact Karlene Masters karlenemasters@hotmail.com for Zoom 
details.

Sun, July 25

8:30am - 9:15am Morning Eucharist  - Chapel christian@fairlingtonumc.org

8:30am - 9:30am Our Journey on the Way via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org
10:00am -
11:00am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary & Online christian@fairlingtonumc.org

Mon, July 26

7:00pm - 8:00pm Women's Small Group via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

7:30pm -8:30pm Racial Justice Group Online amacwilson@gmail.com

Tues, July 27

Wed, July 28

7:30am - 8:00am Men's Morning Prayer Group - Wilderness    
(Fellowship Hall - rain) clint.stretch@gmail.com

7:30pm - 8:15pm FUMW Discussion Group: Dismantling Racism karleneMasters@hotmail.com

Thurs, July 29

Fri, July 30

Sat, July 31

Sun, Aug 1

8:30am - 9:15am Morning Eucharist  - Chapel janine@fairlingtonumc.org

8:30am - 9:30am Our Journey on the Way via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org
10:00am -
11:00am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary & Online janine@fairlingtonumc.org

FUMC Leadership Team Working for Accountability from Our Conference
For those of you who are wondering about progress on important questions related to Conference legal expenses, we 
have attached our follow up letter (see next page). 
We have not received confirmation that a work group (per Annual Conference vote) has organized. There was a little 
movement towards that last week. This Sunday will be 30 days out from the vote. The deadline for a report to Annual 
Conference members is 90 days from June 18. If you also seek accountability, we welcome support through 
communication to Conference staff about these concerns. Copies of the original letter are available at church or at 
https://bit.ly/fumcaccount .

3900 King Street  Alexandria VA 22302           703.671.8557      
fairlingtonumc.org                                              info@fairlingtonumc.org

https://www.umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-lent-devotions-by-our-bishops
mailto:karlenemasters@hotmail.com
https://bit.ly/fumcaccount
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