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BY 

MARK ELDER, FUMC RECONCILING TEAM 
 

Because of the pandemic, the United Methodist Church has been in a state of limbo for over a year, 
creating confusion and uncertainty with respect to issues that will determine the future of the 
denomination, including LGBTQ inclusion, racial reconciliation, and global women’s issues.   The 
Fairlington Reconciling Ministry offers this summary of recent developments in the denomination, 
both in Virginia and globally.  
VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Pastors Under Complaint.  The Virginia Conference has two active complaints against clergy who 
officiated at same sex weddings.   We are the only Conference with active cases.   Our Bishop has 
publicly announced she will pursue complaints related to human sexuality issues despite other U.S. 
Bishops agreeing to an abeyance on these matters until General Conference meets and can decide 
the future structure of the denomination.    
 
We encourage FUMC members to show your support for the two Virginia pastors who are under 
complaint by contacting them at: 
 
Rev. Rhonda VanDyke 
104 Old Wagon Road 
Winchester, VA   22602 
rvandyke@su.edu 
 
Rev. Drew Ensz 
Director of Arise United College Ministry 
4910 Ox Road 
Fairfax, VA   22030 
pastoraensz@gmail.com 
 
Visioning for the Future.   Planning is underway for a gathering of reconciling United Methodists 
later in the fall, to reconnect, take stock of where we are, and most important, vision about what we 
want the future of our beloved denomination to look like.   Stay tuned. 
 
Rooted and Rising.   The Reconciling Ministry Network launched a Rooted and Rising initiative last 
fall, an effort to multiply the number of reconciling churches and communities across the 
denomination by General Conference.   More reconciling communities will ensure there is a stronger 
base of inclusive voices across the denomination who could influence choices local churches might 
make if the United Methodist Church splits.   Contact Mark Elder at markuselder@gmail.com if you 
are interested in helping with this work in Virginia. 
 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
 
General Conference, the worldwide legislative body for the denomination, was supposed to meet in 
May 2020, but due to the pandemic that gathering has been delayed twice.   It is now scheduled to 
meet starting late August 2022, though issues related to a backlog of visa processing and global 



2 
 

distribution of COVID vaccinations could delay the meeting further.  Following is a synopsis of where 
things stand. 
 
Traditional Plan:   A special General Conference enacted the Traditional Plan in February 2019 
that imposed harsh new penalties starting January 2020 related to human sexuality issues, 
including: 1) penalizes clergy who officiate at a same gender wedding with a one year suspension 
without pay for first offense and loss of credentials for second offense; 2) makes it easier to prevent 
LGBTQ individuals from becoming ministers; and 3) prohibits openly LGBTQ individuals from serving 
as Bishops.   These penalties remain on the books until General Conference can meet again and 
revisit them.  In response, Annual Conferences in the U.S. elected a supermajority centrist-
progressive slate of General Conference delegates; that slate remains in place through 2023. 
 
Protocol Legislation:  A group of Methodist leaders, representing the ideological spectrum of the 
denomination, released the “Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation” in December 
2019.  The legislation would retain a United Methodist Church but allow new forms of Methodism to 
launch, offering a pathway for local churches and Annual Conference to affiliate with a new 
denomination.   It provides seed money to start new forms of Methodism, including $25 million for 
traditionalists.   Bishops are asked to hold in abeyance any legal proceedings against pastors related 
to same sex weddings or ordination of clergy until the next meeting of General Conference.  In the 
last few months, there have been signs that support for the Protocol is fraying some, with the death 
of a couple of its authors and push back from African leaders who felt underrepresented in the 
negotiations.  In addition, the impact of the pandemic on denominational resources calls into 
question whether the seed money could be provided to new forms of Methodism. 
 
Christmas Covenant:  Leaders from Africa, the Philippines, Europe and the United States released 
the Christmas Covenant in December 2019: https://www.christmascovenant.com/.   The Covenant 
includes a commitment to a global United Methodist Church and would:   form a new U.S. Regional 
Conference; establish new episcopal areas in Africa where membership is growing; and transform 
Central Conferences in other parts of world Methodism into Regional Conferences.  Our current 
denominational structure allows other parts of the world to determine social polity in the U.S. but 
not the other way around.   Making the U.S. a Regional Conference in the United States would allow 
us to enact social polity that reflects our cultural context and eliminate discriminatory content in our 
Book of Discipline. 
 
Global Methodist Church:  Traditionalist leaders, who had been organizing as the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association, announced the formation of the Global Methodist Church in March 2021. This 
new, more orthodox denomination will have its own Book of Doctrines and Book of Discipline. The 
separation will become official when General Conference meets and acts.  
 
Liberation Methodist Connexion:  Prior to the traditionalists, a group of progressive leaders in 
the denomination announced a new Liberational Methodist Connexion in November 2020.   This 
denomination, rooted in liberation theology (liberation of the poor and oppressed) targets all 
marginalized groups for membership, eliminates doctrinal litmus tests, and keeps a connection with 
UMC racial and ethnic caucuses. 
 
Election of New Bishops:  In the United States, there are 5 jurisdictions that meet primarily to 
election Bishops.   Those meetings cannot occur until after General Conference occurs.   So things 
are stuck.   There are Bishops who are retiring but there is no way to replace them at this time, 
meaning some Bishops will serve more than one Annual Conference, or Bishops may be temporarily 
called out of retirement.    Because of the supermajority centrist-progressive delegation in place, 
there was hope of electing more inclusive and welcoming Bishops, but that possibility is on hold. 


