
Thank You to Our Ice Cream Scoopers Kevin Grimm and Dianne Charles.
We just need sign-ups for Sundays: August 1, 22, and 29th. Can you and your family or friends help out on a Sunday?
It’s fun to do as a group. Contact Fred Geisler at fredlgeisler@comcast.net or leave a message at the office
703-671-8557.

Join Our Team! The Stewardship Committee is gearing up for the pledge campaign for the 2022 budget and we’re
looking for more folks to join our team! Participating in the Committee is a great way to channel your creative juices,
marketing & outreach skills, and help raise awareness of the church’s budget needs. For more information, contact
Christine Pollack at stewardship@fairlingtonumc.org or Pastor Janine at janine@fairlingtonumc.org.

New Site for Alive! Food Donations Thursdays 3 – 7pm  and Saturdays 9:am – 12pm 
at 116 South Quaker Lane (off Duke St., past Rocklands and on the left). Donations must be from the current 
list of Accepted Food Donations (see below). No glass containers. No expired food. Donation receipts available upon 
request.
Alive! Grocery List:  Canned Fruit -- Canned Vegetables --Tomato Sauce & Tomato Products (Diced, Crushed, Etc.) 
Cereal -- Canned Meat -- Canned Soup -- Dry Beans -- Peanut Butter -- Jelly -- Cooking Oil -- Box Mac & Cheese – Side 
Dishes (Couscous, Rice & Bean Mix, Flavored Rice/Pasta, Etc.)

Tuesday Afternoon Matinee Movie + Discussion, Sponsored by the United Methodist Women 
National Office of Racial Justice. All are welcome to join the sessions Tuesday afternoons (June 29, July 6, 13 and 20) 
at 3:00 p.m. EDT. The program includes a brief introduction, viewing the movie together, breakout groups to discuss 
and wrap-up reflections. Separate pre-registration is required for each film and capacity is limited. Register for each film 
using the links below.  For more information, please email Karlene Masters karlenemasters@hotmail.com.
July 6: Dawnland
July 13: Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools
July 20: The House We Live In - Episode 3 of Race: The Power of an Illusion

Fairlington UMW’s Book Discussion Group to meet on July 18 at 12:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. All are invited. The book: The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver. Sponsored by Fairlington 
United Methodist Women.  See our church guidance regarding in person meetings on the previous page. For details, 
please contact Carol Weldon cweldon2@verizon.net.

July 4, 2021

FUMC Summer Worship Schedule

8:30am   Eucharist in the Chapel                                                       10:00am   Worship in the Sanctuary
Bring your own elements                                                      or Online at fairlingtonumc.org

Ice Cream and Lemonade Served in the Breezeway after Worship

mailto:fredlgeisler@comcast.net
mailto:stewardship@fairlingtonumc.org
mailto:janine@fairlingtonumc.org
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=0Xr_Kt_maTG415U0sVQRlQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=VJH6WZsarHt0GS6fddR1Yw
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=yikE_8rTESE9fHSUWTCJdg
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=rhXKJQEhIyIKAhmNUf1r0A
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Notice: There will be a brief called Charge Conference in the Sanctuary, following 10 AM worship, on 
Sunday, July 4, 2021. The sole purpose is to affirm a salary/housing exclusion change for one FUMC 
clergyperson.

Sun, July 4

8:30am - 9:15am Morning Eucharist  - Chapel janine@fairlingtonumc.org

10:00am – 10:45am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary & Online janine@fairlingtonumc.org

After worship Charge Conference (see below) janine@fairlingtonumc.org

After worship Ice Cream and Lemonade outside fredlgeisler@comcast.net

Mon, July 5

7:00pm - 8:00pm Women's Small Group via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

8:00pm - 9:00pm Racial Justice Group Online amacwilson@gmail.com

Tues, July 6

3:00 - 5:00pm UMW - Matinee Movie + Discussion KarleneMasters@hotmail.com

Wed, July 7

7:30am - 8:00am Men's Morning Prayer Group - Wilderness 
(FH rain) clint.stretch@gmail.com

Sun, July 11

8:30am - 9:15am Morning Eucharist  - Chapel janine@fairlingtonumc.org

10:00am - 11:00am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary & Online janine@fairlingtonumc.org

Marc Dapas and Meg Broadwell 
would like to thank Rev. Janine for 
helping to make our  May 23 
wedding  all that we hoped and 
wanted it to be. We enjoyed 
working as a team to determine 
what meant the most to us, and 
how we wanted to express the 
importance of our faith in our 
union. She was tremendous! Many 
friends and family also remarked to 
us about the great job she did. 
We’d also like to thank our FUMC 
family for sharing our and your faith 
journey, as well as for your support 
and celebration of our relationship. 
We wish we could have had you all 
with us in person!

H A P P Y  N E W S  F O R  T H E  FA I R L I NG TO N  F R A M I LY
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Reconciling Ministry Report on Developments in the United Methodist Church 
BY 

MARK ELDER, FUMC RECONCILING TEAM 
 

Because of the pandemic, the United Methodist Church has been in a state of limbo for over a year, 
creating confusion and uncertainty with respect to issues that will determine the future of the 
denomination, including LGBTQ inclusion, racial reconciliation, and global women’s issues.   The 
Fairlington Reconciling Ministry offers this summary of recent developments in the denomination, 
both in Virginia and globally.  
VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Pastors Under Complaint.  The Virginia Conference has two active complaints against clergy who 
officiated at same sex weddings.   We are the only Conference with active cases.   Our Bishop has 
publicly announced she will pursue complaints related to human sexuality issues despite other U.S. 
Bishops agreeing to an abeyance on these matters until General Conference meets and can decide 
the future structure of the denomination.    
 
We encourage FUMC members to show your support for the two Virginia pastors who are under 
complaint by contacting them at: 
 
Rev. Rhonda VanDyke 
104 Old Wagon Road 
Winchester, VA   22602 
rvandyke@su.edu 
 
Rev. Drew Ensz 
Director of Arise United College Ministry 
4910 Ox Road 
Fairfax, VA   22030 
pastoraensz@gmail.com 
 
Visioning for the Future.   Planning is underway for a gathering of reconciling United Methodists 
later in the fall, to reconnect, take stock of where we are, and most important, vision about what we 
want the future of our beloved denomination to look like.   Stay tuned. 
 
Rooted and Rising.   The Reconciling Ministry Network launched a Rooted and Rising initiative last 
fall, an effort to multiply the number of reconciling churches and communities across the 
denomination by General Conference.   More reconciling communities will ensure there is a stronger 
base of inclusive voices across the denomination who could influence choices local churches might 
make if the United Methodist Church splits.   Contact Mark Elder at markuselder@gmail.com if you 
are interested in helping with this work in Virginia. 
 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
 
General Conference, the worldwide legislative body for the denomination, was supposed to meet in 
May 2020, but due to the pandemic that gathering has been delayed twice.   It is now scheduled to 
meet starting late August 2022, though issues related to a backlog of visa processing and global 
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distribution of COVID vaccinations could delay the meeting further.  Following is a synopsis of where 
things stand. 
 
Traditional Plan:   A special General Conference enacted the Traditional Plan in February 2019 
that imposed harsh new penalties starting January 2020 related to human sexuality issues, 
including: 1) penalizes clergy who officiate at a same gender wedding with a one year suspension 
without pay for first offense and loss of credentials for second offense; 2) makes it easier to prevent 
LGBTQ individuals from becoming ministers; and 3) prohibits openly LGBTQ individuals from serving 
as Bishops.   These penalties remain on the books until General Conference can meet again and 
revisit them.  In response, Annual Conferences in the U.S. elected a supermajority centrist-
progressive slate of General Conference delegates; that slate remains in place through 2023. 
 
Protocol Legislation:  A group of Methodist leaders, representing the ideological spectrum of the 
denomination, released the “Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation” in December 
2019.  The legislation would retain a United Methodist Church but allow new forms of Methodism to 
launch, offering a pathway for local churches and Annual Conference to affiliate with a new 
denomination.   It provides seed money to start new forms of Methodism, including $25 million for 
traditionalists.   Bishops are asked to hold in abeyance any legal proceedings against pastors related 
to same sex weddings or ordination of clergy until the next meeting of General Conference.  In the 
last few months, there have been signs that support for the Protocol is fraying some, with the death 
of a couple of its authors and push back from African leaders who felt underrepresented in the 
negotiations.  In addition, the impact of the pandemic on denominational resources calls into 
question whether the seed money could be provided to new forms of Methodism. 
 
Christmas Covenant:  Leaders from Africa, the Philippines, Europe and the United States released 
the Christmas Covenant in December 2019: https://www.christmascovenant.com/.   The Covenant 
includes a commitment to a global United Methodist Church and would:   form a new U.S. Regional 
Conference; establish new episcopal areas in Africa where membership is growing; and transform 
Central Conferences in other parts of world Methodism into Regional Conferences.  Our current 
denominational structure allows other parts of the world to determine social polity in the U.S. but 
not the other way around.   Making the U.S. a Regional Conference in the United States would allow 
us to enact social polity that reflects our cultural context and eliminate discriminatory content in our 
Book of Discipline. 
 
Global Methodist Church:  Traditionalist leaders, who had been organizing as the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association, announced the formation of the Global Methodist Church in March 2021. This 
new, more orthodox denomination will have its own Book of Doctrines and Book of Discipline. The 
separation will become official when General Conference meets and acts.  
 
Liberation Methodist Connexion:  Prior to the traditionalists, a group of progressive leaders in 
the denomination announced a new Liberational Methodist Connexion in November 2020.   This 
denomination, rooted in liberation theology (liberation of the poor and oppressed) targets all 
marginalized groups for membership, eliminates doctrinal litmus tests, and keeps a connection with 
UMC racial and ethnic caucuses. 
 
Election of New Bishops:  In the United States, there are 5 jurisdictions that meet primarily to 
election Bishops.   Those meetings cannot occur until after General Conference occurs.   So things 
are stuck.   There are Bishops who are retiring but there is no way to replace them at this time, 
meaning some Bishops will serve more than one Annual Conference, or Bishops may be temporarily 
called out of retirement.    Because of the supermajority centrist-progressive delegation in place, 
there was hope of electing more inclusive and welcoming Bishops, but that possibility is on hold. 
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