
Pentecost Sunday 
Fairlington United Methodist Church                                                                                             May 23, 2021 at 9:00am 
Congregation reads the BOLD print                                                                                                         

 
Greeting 
 
Call to Worship                   

Come, Holy Spirit, as tongues of fire to enliven us.   
Come, Holy Spirit, come!  
Come, Holy Spirit, as sighs too deep for words to comfort us.   
Come, Holy Spirit, come!  
Come, Holy Spirit, as Advocate to guide us.  
Come, Holy Spirit, come!   

 
Call to Confession  

Our sister Julian of Norwich spoke these words of faith: “All people who shall be saved, while we are in this world, 
have in us a marvelous mixture of both well-being and woe.  We have in us our risen Lord, Jesus; we have in us 
the misery of the harm of Adam’s falling and dying. We are steadfastly protected by Christ, and by the touch of 
his grace we are raised into sure trust of salvation. And by Adam’s fall our perceptions are so shattered 
in various ways, by sins and by different sufferings, that we are so darkened and blinded that we can hardly find 
any comfort.” In the strong assurance of pardon, let us confess our sin. 

 
Confession  

Without your power, O God, we are lost.  We have done the things we would avoid, and what you desire, 
we have not done. By your purifying fire transform our lives; guide us into honesty and compassion so 
that filled with your peace, our dreams and visions may be one with yours; through Jesus Chris, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.   

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

In the name of Jesus Christ, who sent us the Spirit of Truth, you are forgiven.   
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.   

 
 

 
Exchange Signs of Peace 



 
Prayer for Illumination                  

Holy Wisdom, you are the tongue of fire that leads us into each new moment of our lives.  By the 
power of your Spirit, settle now into our hearts and illumine your will as we hear your 
word proclaimed, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.   

 
A Reading from Psalm 104:24-35 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great. 
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
These all look to you to give them their food in due season. 
When you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground. 
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works— 
who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 
Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise 
the LORD! 

The word of God for us, the people of God. Thanks be to God! 
 

A Reading from Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, 
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.’ 

The word of God for us, the people of God. Thanks be to God! 

 
Prayers of the People   

 



The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

   
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
   
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 
Receiving the Elements 
 
Blessing 
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Fairlington UMC is a Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors. We 
proclaim and welcome every person as a beloved child of God regardless of age, race, physical or mental 
ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, family structure, faith history, or life experience. 
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Although Pastor Chenda has been with us only for one year, we have been 
blessed by her presence. We send Fairlington’s best wishes for her family’s 
future in their new home in Pittsburgh, where her husband, Rev. Dr. Asa Lee, 
assumes the presidency of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

Opportunities to Celebrate Pastor Chenda!
Pastor Chenda's last time with us will be at the 11am Sunday Worship June 13th. We are looking 
forward to celebrating her ministry with us. While we are finalizing details for this event, I hope you 
can save a date to join us for an outdoor event that weekend. We plan to hold two opportunities to 
gather so put one on your calendar now! The first will be Saturday, June 12 in the early evening and 
the 2nd opportunity will Sunday June 13 after church. More details to follow! Please reach out to 
me with any questions or if you'd like to help plan. 

~ Ashley Moore amacwilson@gmail.com or leave a message at 703-731-2936

Love Offering for Pastor Chenda
To celebrate Pastor Chenda’s ministry with Fairlington United Methodist Church, we are collecting a 
love offering. You can contribute to this offering
• by making a check or cash donation to FUMC and denoting “Chenda Love Offering" in the memo 

line. Please send checks to the office at 3900 King St., Alexandria VA 22302
• via E-giving. Go to https://fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate . Select “Other” on the on-line menu and 

write  “Chenda Love Offering."
Please note that donations to this love offering are not tax deductible.

You Are Invited to Return to In-Person Worship at Fairlington UMC.
Beginning Sunday, July 4 we will offer

8:30am Morning Eucharist in the Chapel           10am Worship in the Sanctuary 
Services will be live-streamed so you can still watch from home.
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Help Us Continue Live Broadcasts of
Our Sunday Worship
For members at home. Fairlington UMC is asking for much needed additional 
financial gifts for AV equipment. This is not in the 2021 budget. 
You are invited to give by clicking on the Donate Here sign or by going to 
fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate. When you do, please list your donation on the 
line Other: AVTech. If mailing a check indicate AVTech on the check memo 
line. Thank you!

Spring Celebrations Are Here!
If you need to bring an easy-to-make dessert to a Graduation or Father’s Day 
celebration, Terri Lynn Nuts has four mouth-watering 
recipes for you to try (https://bit.ly/3fW8hDQ). Once you’ve selected one, 
order your nuts or dried fruit through FUMW’s 24/7 online store 
(https://fairlingtonumw.terrilynn.com) and they will be shipped to you for 
only $5. Proceeds from this fundraiser support local and national non-profits 
impacting the lives of women, children and youth. Email us at 
FairlingtonUMW@gmail.com for details or to ask questions.

IImproving Our Community’s Vaccination Rate
FUMC member Jim Winkler has extended an invitation from the National 
Council of Churches to attend Faiths4Vaccines’ virtual National Summit 
on Wednesday, May 26, 2021 from 1-4pm.  Faiths4Vaccines is an inclusive 
multifaith movement comprised of local and national religious leaders as well 
as medical professionals who are working together to identify and resolve 
current gaps in vaccine mobilization, outreach, and uptake. The initiative 
seeks to increase opportunities for faith-based institutions to engage and 
support the advancement of equitable vaccine distribution and address 
vaccine hesitancy. This is a chance to bring COVID-19, and all the suffering 
it has caused, to an end. Faith leaders and faith-based organizations in 
attendance will receive training, resources, and empowerment to engage their 
communities and ensure equitable vaccine access.  Register here .

Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle will retire this summer. The Alexandria and Arlington Districts 
will celebrate Jeff’s wonderful ministry on Sunday, June 27 from 3-4 p.m.
This celebration will take place virtually via Zoom webinar. You can register to attend the event here. 
Part of that celebration will be collecting stories and memories from churches and individuals across the District and 
Conference. We invite you to offer a word of thanks to Jeff using this online tool. We will also be making a Love 
Offering in his honor to Rising Hope Mission Church. You can give to that offering as a church or an individual 
here: Love Offering.

Faiths4vaccines.org
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SUN, MAY 23

9:00am - 10:00am Communion Service in the Wilderness 
(rain: chapel)

chenda@fairlingtonumc.org

10:00am - 10:30am Kids Club via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

10:00am - 11:00am Our Journey on the Way via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am - 12:00pm SUNDAY Worship  ONLINE chenda@fairlingtonumc.org

5:30pm - 7:00pm FUMC Young Adults  Zoom or 
playground

christian@fairlingtonumc.org

6:00pm - 7:30pm Companions in Christ Wilderness 
(rain: Zoom)

cweldon2@verizon.net

Mon, May 24

7:00pm - 9:00pm Courageous Conversations on Race -
Zoom

amacwilson@gmail.com

7:00pm - 8:00pm Women's Small Group via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

Tues, May 25

7:300m - 9:30pm FUMC Leadership Team  Zoom or 114 wilsanne@gmail.com

Wed, May 26

7:30am - 8:00am Men's Morning Prayer Group -
Wilderness (FH rain)

clint.stretch@gmail.com

7:30pm - 8:15pm FUMW - Discussion Group: How We 
Remember

KarleneMasters@hotmail.com

Thurs, May 27

Fri, May 28

Sat, May 29

Sun, May 30

9:00am - 10:00am Communion Service in the Wilderness 
(rain: chapel)

janine@fairlingtonumc.org

10:00am - 11:00am Our Journey on the Way via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am - 12:00pm SUNDAY Worship  ONLINE janine@fairlingtonumc.org

6:00pm - 7:30pm Companions in Christ Wilderness 
(rain: Zoom)

cweldon2@verizon.net
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