
Fairlington United Methodist Church                                                                                                        April 25, 2021 at 9:00am 
Congregation reads the BOLD print                                                                                                         Fourth Sunday in Easter  

 
Greeting 

Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
Call to Confession  

Friends, in as much as God is our shepherd, let us not fear, but confess our sin that God may restore our souls. 
Confession 

God of many pastures, we never tire of hearing the voice of our shepherd calling us to lay our burdens 
down, and to dwell in your house forever. Forgive us, loving shepherd, when we try to keep your care   
for ourselves alone—believing that we have a special place in your love; think that others wander         
alone, without your care and guidance. Open our eyes to the other sheep in your fold, wherever they   
might be, and whatever they might look like. Amen.  

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

The one who lays his life down for his sheep will surely rescue us and lead us to safe pastures. Through the 
love and grace of our shepherd, goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives, and we shall 
dwell secure forever. 

Exchange Signs of Peace 

A Reading from Psalm 23 (read together) 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff— they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of 
the LORD my whole life long. 

The word of God for us, the people of God. Thanks be to God 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Eucharist 



A Reading from John 10:11-18 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 
my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.” 

 
The word of God for us, the people of God. Thanks be to God 

 

Prayers of the People  
(Write in prayer requests below, and refer back to this during the week.) 

 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

   
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
   
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 
Receiving the Elements 
 
Blessing 
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