
Fairlington United Methodist Church                                                                                                         April 11, 2021 at 9:00am 
Congregation reads the BOLD print                                                                                                        Second Sunday in Easter 

 
Greeting 

Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
Call to Confession  

If we say that we have no sin; we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God 
who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all righteousness. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 
Confession 

You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, in flesh and blood, 
yet we still struggle to live and believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us; forgive us. 
Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that we may come to trust in you and have life in Jesus’ 
name. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

We have an advocate with God – Jesus Christ, the righteous one – who offered his life in love to save the world 
from sin.  
This is the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

A Reading from John 20:19-31 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.’  
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 

The word of God for us, the people of God. Thanks be to God! 

 

Sunday Morning Eucharist 



Prayers of the People  
(Write in prayer requests below, and refer back to this during the week.) 

 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

   
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
   
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 
Receiving the Elements 
 
Blessing 
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April 11, 2021

A New Wednesday Morning Bible Study

How Firm Is Your Foundation?
Text: Top 10 United Methodist Beliefs by Don Abrams, 
Abingdon Press.
Teachers: David Bissette and Rev. Christian White
4 Sessions via Zoom Wednesdays from 10:30 – 11:30am

April 21 and 28 & May 5 and May 12
To attend, please RSVP to Christian White 

christian@fairlingtonumc.org by Wednesday, April 14.

Fairlington Kid’s Club Opens 
Sunday, April 11 from 10 to 10:30am

Our theme will be “Unless I See: Living the Resurrection” or, 
for kids, “God Gave Me 5 Senses.”  Kids ages 4-11 will 
engage with scripture, discussion, and some song and dance as 
they learn about what Jesus’ resurrection has to do with us.

Join us on Sunday mornings beginning April 11 
from 10:00-10:30am! Contact christian@fairlingtonumc.org
for the zoom coordinates.

Campus Connections Ministry
Our college students have had a tough year. 

As the spring semester is wrapping up, we are currently in the 
process of sending small gift cards and hand-written notes to all, 
wishing them well during exams and end-of-the year 
activities. We are gladly accepting monetary donations to use 
towards the purchase of these gift cards. For electronic donations, 
please designate your gift as Other: Campus Connections. If you 
are mailing a check to the Church Office, please indicate Campus 
Connections on the check memo line. Thank you for reaching out 
to our students. 

Welcome to Eucharist Services Sundays at 9am in the Wilderness
We started the Easter season with an early service that included communion and reception of our 
newest member, Marc Dapas. It was good to celebrate and enjoy our beautiful Wilderness space. So, 
we are going to resume regular worship at 9:00am every Sunday, following the practices we started 
last summer. If the weather is less than hospitable, we will move to the chapel (and will have the 
Green Awning door will be open for you from 8:30 to 9:30). You will need a mask, your communion 
elements (a chair if you wish) and the order of worship, which can be downloaded from the FUMC 
web site.
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Our Audio Visual Tech Fund Goal: Within Reach! Just 
Passed 77%
If you’ve been a faithful zoom worshiper you know we need to improve 
and sustain our online experience and our upcoming in-church experience. 
Fairlington UMC is asking for much needed additional financial gifts. 
Improvements will cost in the vicinity of $65,000 (includes installation). 
These items are not in the 2021 budget. For more information, please 
contact the Integrated AV-IT Task Force, office@fairlingtonumc.org
You are invited to give at fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate. When you do, 
please list your donation on the line Other: AVTech. If mailing a check 
indicate AVTech on the check memo line. Thank you for your help!

Support ALIVE! at Spring2ACTion  
Wednesday April 14 – Thursday April 28  
Help us reach our goal of $80,000 at Spring2ACTion on April 28 
(early giving starts April 14). Donate on the ALIVE! Spring2ACTion 
page. Your donation will support all that ALIVE! does to meet the 
growing need of our Alexandria community.

Wednesday Evening Zoom Podcast 
Fairlington United Methodist Women will conclude the Virginia 
Annual Conference’s video series Virginia Roots, Race and 
Discipleship on April 7, and then begin the 2021 podcast series Who 
Deserves a Monument? (https://monumentpodcast.podbean.com).
“Inspired by one Baltimore high school, this podcast investigates the 
history of Confederate monuments and symbols—and their uncertain 
future. But mostly, it explores monumental moments through the 
stories of five unsung African Americans whose courage and 
cunning dramatically shaped American history.” Join Fairlington 
UMW as we discover how our previous podcast discussions intersect 
with these inspiring leaders with ties to neighboring Baltimore, 
Maryland. Contact Karlene Masters (karlenemasters@hotmail.com) 
for the Zoom meeting instructions.
April 14 – How Did We Get Here? https://bit.ly/3sEb2gm

Mark Your Calendar for Monday, April 19 at 7pm
Just Neighbors, in partnership with Fairlington United Methodist 
Church and Westminster Presbyterian Church, is hosting an 
Immigration Update, in which Director of Legal Services Dominique 
Poirier will cover the changes in immigration policy that have taken 
place under the Biden administration and how the changes impact 
immigrants and refugees in our community. Pastor Janine Howard 
will offer the welcoming.
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Good News/Sad News 
A Message from Pastor Chenda

Dear Fairlington Framily,
Good news seems few and far in between during these days of 
pandemic living. Yet, amidst the uncertainty of these times, God shows 
up in unexpected ways to uplift our spirit and infuse our lives with joy! 
Such is the case for my family.
My daughters and I are delighted to share with you the below press 
release from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS), a Presbyterian

school in Pittsburgh, PA. Our beloved, the Rev. Dr. Asa J. Lee, has been approved by the seminary’s 
board to become its next president, effective June 7, 2021.

This appointment makes Asa the first African American and non-Presbyterian to serve in this 
capacity, since the school’s founding in 1794. We are extremely proud of Asa and are honored by 
the seminary’s decision. We know his collaborative and innovative leadership will benefit not only 
PTS but it will also shape the future of theological education in this nation and the world.

Additionally, we are saddened by the realization that this appointment requires our family to 
relocate to Pittsburgh, thus shortening my time as one of your pastors. I grieve with you this sudden 
departure, particularly the loss of engaging in rituals and traditions integral to our communal life 
together. While the circumstances have not been ideal to foster intimacy, I am grateful for the time 
we have shared since my arrival among you. Albeit virtual, I have seen the powerful work and the 
fruits of God’s Spirit among us. In this short time together, we have been challenged to dive deeper 
in our faith and discipleship, and for that I am grateful!

Our family looks forward with anticipation for what lies ahead. There are many moving parts to 
navigate during the remainder of my time with you, so I covet your prayers, especially for our girls, 
in the days ahead. May God’s Spirit overshadow and comfort us all in this time of transition.
Easter Blessings,

Chenda
Click Here to read the press release.

“We celebrate the good news Pastor Chenda and Asa 
have shared with us.”
We extend blessings as they embark on a new adventure!
Please join us in prayers of support and love for them, even as you wonder what lies ahead for Fairlington UMC. 
Please be assured that we are prepared to address a change in pastoral leadership. Your Staff-Pastor Parish 
Committee (SPRC) is meeting and will work with our District Superintendent to secure an appointment for the 
Associate Pastor position. We will provide information as it becomes available to us.  
Easter Blessings!
Your FUMC Clergy Team
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West End Lazarus 
Amazon Grocery List

Clients of West End Lazarus are losing the battle of the bills: 
rent, food and health. Help them stretch their money by purchasing cleaning 
goods for them.
You can make your purchases and delivery through their Amazon wish list by
clicking on the smile logo or clicking on https://amzn.to/3b0diH8.

You are also welcome to do your own shopping. Please take the items to
Back Door Entrance/Trinity UMC/ 2911 Cameron Mills Rd, Alexandria, VA
22302.

NOTE UPDATED TIME for Book Discussion
All are invited to join Fairlington United Methodist Women on April 11 
from 1:00 to 2:30pm as we discuss Educated by Tara Westover. Contact 
Carol Weldon (cweldon2@verizon.net) for the Zoom meeting instructions.
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