
 

 

 

 

Important Communication 

24 March 2020 

Dear Fairlington Family, 

Our clergy received word this afternoon that someone who was present in worship and adult Sunday School on March 

8th is now hospitalized with Covid-19. The attending physician has told us to take the precaution of informing the 

congregation and encouraging everyone who was at church that day to contact their Primary Care Physician for 

guidance. We are in the process of trying to identify those who would have had “close contact” with this individual, in 

Sunday School, between services and in worship, and will be reaching out to them. Close contact is defined as: 

"A) being within approximately 6 feet (2 meters) of a COVID-19 case for a prolonged period of time; close contact can 

occur while caring for, living with, visiting, or sharing a health care waiting area or room with a COVID-19 case– or –B) 

having direct contact with infectious secretions of a COVID-19 case (e.g., being coughed on)."   [Source: www.cdc.gov] 

A couple of things may be helpful for you to keep in mind. The first is that the period of time that has already passed 

between possible exposure and diagnosis of the patient is the two-week incubation period. (We have actually passed 

that by now.) Our trustees have been very proactive in disinfecting surfaces around the church building, reducing the 

likelihood of other means of transmission. This is not cause for alarm, but it is important for you to take steps to guard 

your health and that of your family and friends. 

Your church leadership team is prepared to direct you to resources and to offer support for you. Most of us are working 

remotely, so email is the best way to get in touch. Let us know if you or someone you know in the congregation exhibits 

symptoms or is tested for Covid-19. 

Finally, given the nature of this virus, it was largely predictable that all of us will have had some form of contact with 

infected persons; symptomatic or not. The following precautions remain important for everyone: 

Avoid close contact with those who are sick; 

Cover any coughs or sneezes with a tissue and then throw it in the trash; 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth; 

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces; and 

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

Please be in prayer for all concerned, especially for the person being treated and for the health care professionals who 

are offering care under stressful circumstances. 

Peace and Health, 

Janine Howard  and the Leadership Team 

 Leadership Team: Anne Wilson <wilsanne@gmail.com>, Devon Earle <devon@fairlingtonumc.org>,  Randy Nuckolls 

<randy.nuckolls@dentons.com>, Christian White <christian@fairlingtonumc.org>, Ashley Moore 

<amacwilson@gmail.com>, Clint Stretch <clint.stretch@gmail.com> 


