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The Order of Worship 
 

March 22, 2020                                                                                Congregation is invited to stand as able 
4th Sunday in Lent                                                                            Congregation reads the bold print. 

To send us your prayer requests email christian@fairlingtonumc.org  or click here and fill out a prayer request form  
 

We Gather in Praise 
 

Prelude                           Brethren, We Have Met to Worship.                                   F. Ritter 
 

Words of Welcome --              Happy Birthday Sunday 
Happy Birthday to you! Happy Birthday to you! 

Happy Birthday, God loves you! Happy Birthday to you! 

Invitation  
 

Confession (see page 5.) 
 

Pardon 
 
 

The Peace 

Hymn                                            Be Thou My Vision                                                      slane 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:christian@fairlingtonumc.org
mailto:devon@fairlingtonumc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rj4fpRvF-3GnIn3EMnVx10RpyGMj3xPQGkbHbox1yzk/viewform?ts=5e6fcfa6&edit_requested=true
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Children’s Sharing 
 
Psalm 23 (see last page)                                                                                               Lectio Divina 

New Revised Standard Version 
New English Translation (NET Bible) 

The Message 
 

Response                                     Without Seeing You 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                   John 9:1-41 

 

Meditation                       Searching for Understanding in the Unknown 
Pastor Devon Earle 
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Intercessory Prayers (email your prayer needs to christian@fairlingtonumc.org)  
                                             Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering                                                                         Text: 703.454.8702  or www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate 

                                                                         Prayer of the Morning                                      Gerald Peterson 

Dedication of Gifts                      Bless Thou the Gifts                                           deus tuorum militum 

Hymn                                         You Are Mine (see next page) 

Dismissal with Blessing 

Postlude                                                 Choral                                            Courtlandt Palmer 

 
White Roses on the Altar are in the Honor of 

 

Norma Sandoval, who passed away March 4.  She is Barbara Gomez’s sister. 
 

Ralph Vitale, who passed away March 11. He is Wendy Billett’s partner. 
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Refrain: 

You Are Mine 
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Prayer of Confession 
Gracious and merciful God, you are the way of peace. 

Come into the brokenness of our lives and our world with your healing love. 

We confess there are times we tune you out with the many voices that are calling for our attention. 

In fear we turn in towards ourselves for safety. Even in a time when we need you and  each other, we do not 

always love you and others well. 

In fear and in the midst of the unknown, God help us to listen to the words of your Spirit. Help us to call out to 

you and give you whatever burdens we have today. Open our eyes that we may see the needs of others; 

open our ears that we may hear their cries; open our hearts that we may learn to love and serve our 

neighbors in new ways. Amen.                                                             -Adapted from the UMC Worship Resources 

 
 

Reflection from Janine 
 

As we struggle to find our way in the most extreme and difficult circumstances to confront the global 

community in generations, I have turned to some ancient stories of faith that help me find my way. An unlikely 

one (except to me) is the great narrative of Irish monks who ventured out from their little island home; many of 

them in tiny round boats called corracles. These journeys were not scenic float trips on placid rivers. They 

were risky acts of faith, as the pilgrims (there must have been some women, as well) threw themselves into 

the turbulent waters of the seas that surround Ireland. They did so to reestablish Christianity on shores near 

and distant. One author has been bold to say that the Irish “saved civilization” (Cahill). In any case, the 

presence of the Irish on the European continent did create or bolster expressions of Christian tradition that 

had all but disappeared. They set up monasteries and schools, shifting the course of individual lives and of 

social structures. 

 

Maybe we find ourselves in virtual “corracles” right now. We are asked to self-isolate. Some of that is solitary, 

and some is with close family. The waters are churning and we don’t know where we will land. It is new to 

many of us, but not to God’s people. In the words of a comforting Affirmation of Faith: In life, in death, in life 

beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. (United Church of Canada) We are 

mission people, living in a changing environment. We will find our way, even if it is in a new world. 

 
Prayer 

God of our uncertainty,  
we are distressed and confused,  

perhaps angry. 
We cannot see the far shore of this situation. 

We do not understand how so much can 
go so wrong, so quickly. 
The waters are troubled  

and threaten our well-being and confidence. 
Speak to us from above the noise, 

with words of calm. 
Let us know, fully, the peace your children 

have claimed in the face of threat and danger. 
There is safe anchorage and certainty  

in your promise to stay with us throughout the journey. 
Abide with us now, and always 

through the power and strength of your loving Spirit. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, whose life was the  

evidence of your endless care. 
Amen 
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Announcements 

Take Good Care of Yourself. Our church family wants to stay connected even 

while we can’t physically gather together. One of the ways that we are doing this is by 
connecting via phone. Physical distancing can be lonely, so let us know via this link if you 
would like to check-in with others in our congregation during this time apart: http://bit.ly/
FairlingtonCompanionsinChrist 

Weekdays, Monday through Friday at Noon. You are invited to gather 

online via Zoom video conference. One of our pastors will lead a devotion, check-in with 
those gathered, and lead a prayer. It is easy to join. Click here to enter the video 
conference .  Or copy the following into your browser: https://zoom.us/j/6488414599  
To join via cell phone, dial 301 715 8592 and enter the ID#  648 841 4599. 

1. Text our number (703) 454-8702 and enter your donation amount. 

2. Click the registration link and enter payment information. 

3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt. 

For future giving, simply text "repeat"  your donation amount to the same number and it will 

process automatically.   

Fairlington United Methodist Women Plant Sale Continues  
Beautiful annuals, vegetables and herbs. Sales benefit UMW ’s community services. 

 CLICK HERE and download the order form. Pre-Orders Accepted Now Until April 15th. 
You are invited to pre-order by phone/e-mail until April 15

. 
to:  

Donna MacPherson, dcmtfb@aol.com, 703.241.2699 or  
Carol Hunter, carol.hunter@verizon.net, 703.408.1452. 

This was supposed to be our month for Alive! canned donations.  
Many things are being put on pause. We wanted to let you know that we are pausing 
ALIVE food collections, furniture delivery, and Campus Connection care package 
collections. We know many people still want to give and you are invited to give money 
instead of a can to ALIVE. You can do so by clicking: https://www.alive-inc.org/make-
financial-donation-alexandria-va/ They will use this to buy food for those who need it most 
during this vulnerable time.  

From Our Pastors:  

As we journey through Lent, we invite you to continue to find ways to deepen your spiritual lives.  There are 
numerous ways to do this even while we can’t physically be together.  If you have not started something, but 
would like to now, contact one of our pastors, and they will help you find ways.  One way is through 
worship.  We invite you to join us this Sunday via livestream at 11:00AM for our “Worship in New Reality.”  
A few of us will be in the sanctuary leading you in worship again, and we look forward to the pictures of pets, 
Facebook passing of the peace, texts, and other ways you are interacting with us and one another.   

Blessings,   
Christian White           Devon Earle          Janine Howard 

Fairlington United Methodist Church 
3900 King Street / Alexandria VA/ 22302/ 703.671.8557 / www.fairlingtonumc.org / www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC/  

Online Worship Sundays at 11am                                                           Weekday Worship at Noon 
Go to www.fairlingtonumc.org and                                               click on https://zoom.us/j/6488414599  
click on the link for 11am Service       or dial 301.715 8592 US  
          meeting ID:  717 419 629 

http://bit.ly/FairlingtonCompanionsinChrist.
https://zoom.us/j/6488414599
https://zoom.us/j/6488414599
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c8/c8ff2929-9a7f-4a1c-8e52-f2ddb9316967/documents/2020_FUMW_Plant_Order_Form_v4_.pdf
mailto:dcmtfb@aol.com
mailto:carol.hunter@verizon.net
https://www.alive-inc.org/make-financial-donation-alexandria-va/
https://www.alive-inc.org/make-financial-donation-alexandria-va/
http://www.fairlingtonumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC/
https://zoom.us/j/6488414599
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Psalm 23 
 

The LORD is my shepherd, 

I lack nothing 

He takes me to lush pasture, 

he leads me to refreshing water 

He restores my strength. 

He leads me down the right paths 

for the sake of his reputation. 

Even when I must walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no danger, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff reassure me. 

You prepare a feast before me 

in plain sight of my enemies. 

You refresh my head with oil; 

my cup is completely full. 

Surely your goodness and faithfulness will pursue me all my days, 

and I will live in the LORD’s house for the rest of my life. 
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