
Update from the Racial Justice Group 
of Fairlington United Methodist Church

Questions? Contact Ashley Moore at amacwilson@gmail.com, 703-731-2936 . 
This week, we are mourning and praying for our Asian American and Pacific Islander siblings who 
have experienced increased episodes of racially motivated hatred and violence since the beginning of 
the global pandemic. We grieve the loss of the victims of the shootings: 
Delaina Ashley Yaun Gonzalez, Paul Andre Michaels, Xiaojie Tan, Daoyou Feng, Soon C. Park, Hyun 
J. Grant, Suncha Kim, and Yong A. Yue. We pray for their families and communities and all those who 
are grieving.

While we continue to meet and prayerfully plan some invitations to participate in discussion on racial 
justice, we want to share some resources to plug into the work now.

1. Awaken: Read this article that highlights the work of the Asian American Christian Collaborative 
(AACC). The President of the AACC is quoted in this article and describes his own experience of 
increased racism during the pandemic. A quote: “Racism lives as much inside of the church as it lives 
outside of the church,” Chang said, “because we’re not doing enough work to address it.”

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/features/asian-american-christian-collaborative-s-efforts-
confront-anti-asian-racism-church

2. Confront: We sent this letter along with our last update but are re-sending this suggestion in case 
you did not receive the last congregational email. Sign and Share this Open Letter to the United 
Methodist College of Bishops written by our own Rev. Chenda Innis 
Lee: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddxPsoKOhR5HS4Y_Rddc6A1lQJYU2e6afWDBE-
m6aKqqFSkw/viewform

3. Transform: When we are able to reflect and acknowledge our own personal and communal bias is 
when we will be able to address it. Check out this article for more: https://sojo.net/articles/how-
change-unrecognized-bias-church

Additionally, the AACC has a statement an Anti-Asian racism in the time of COVID that you can read 
and sign: https://www.asianamericanchristiancollaborative.com/read-statement. In part it reads:

To Christians and Christian leaders of all backgrounds. Loving God by loving neighbor is a 
hallmark of the Christian faith (Mk. 12:31; 1 Jn. 4:21). As followers of Jesus believe that all 
people are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:27), we seek the flourishing of every human being, 
paying particular attention to those who are marginalized, oppressed, and suffering (Ex. 22:22; 
Is. 1:17; Ps. 82:3; Zech. 7:9-10) . This includes those who are experiencing racism. Thus, we 
urge you to speak without ambiguity against racism of every kind. Faithful Christian witness 
requires anti-racist work, and silence only perpetuates the sins not addressed. This includes 
going beyond shallow acknowledgement of the most obvious incidents of racism to taking 
responsibility in confronting the longstanding tendencies of people to discount and dismiss the 
realities of racism. It also includes addressing the disbelief and disobedience of your constituents 
who continue to ignore members of the body of Christ who are in pain and under threat. Many 
of us Asian American Christians have stood against anti-Asian racism during prominent incidents 
in and out of the church over the years, and we now ask that you join us in this gospel driven work. 

-Statement on Anti-Asian Racism from Asian American Christian Collaborative (AACC)
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