
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT MARCH WORSHIP: FAIRLINGTON UMC’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

 
Dear Fairlington Members and Friends, 
 
In light of the unfolding, and now pandemic Covid-19 situation, the church staff and Council have met and 
developed a plan of action following the advice of federal and local health experts. For the safety and well-
being of all we believe that it is prudent at this time to temporarily suspend in-person gatherings, including 
worship services.  The Council has affirmed the following motion: 
 

"Council adopts the recommendations of the staff with respect to church services and activities during this 
critical period of the coronavirus outbreak, specifically to suspend in-person worship for the next three weeks 
and to re-evaluate at the end of March, and to cancel all Sunday activities to ensure the consistency and 
simplicity of messaging. Other small groups that meet throughout the week can decide whether it is in their 
best interest to meet physically, or virtually, or postpone/reschedule. Staff will continue to keep the church 
office open and be on hand for pastoral care, etc. As already shared, cleaning and disinfecting of the building 
will continue.” 
 

The Executive Team will confer regularly and make adjustments as needed. 
 
Worship: For the next three Sundays we will be worshiping only online at 11:00 a.m. On Fridays we will send 
out the order of worship for the service with specific instructions for ways that you can participate 
virtually.  Click here https://fairlingtonumc.org/worship/watch-or-listen-to-a-service, this Sunday at 11am for 
Worship in a New Reality, which will be livestreamed. You will be invited to participate in a variety of ways. 
Download the Order of Worship or locate it on our website: 
https://fairlingtonumc.org/connect/bulletinsnewsletters. There will be a part of worship when you are invited to 
light a candle. Please have one nearby, use this online candle https://gratefulness.org/light-a-candle/, or take 
that time for silent prayer. We encourage all ages to participate and there will be a children’s sharing. We also 
want to include your prayers in worship. Please submit your prayer requests here or email them to Pastor 
Devon, devon@fairlingtonumc.org. 
 
Preschool and Head Start: Consistent with our policy, the Preschool and Head Start Program will be closed 
until after Easter (April 12th), as Alexandria City Public Schools have now announced their decision to close 
until that time.  
 
Constituent Groups and Partners: We ask all groups that utilize Fairlington facilities to strongly consider 
cancelling in-person activities through March 30th, in cooperation with our desire to contribute to the health and 
well-being of our community. Large gatherings (20 or more) are not permitted. Court-mandated and community 
services groups are requested to adjust their space and time arrangements to honor this. The kitchen will be 
closed to all groups during this period. If anyone has concerns about the impact on their organization and 
participants, please contact the church office to discuss the situation. The building will be locked at all times. 
 
Small Groups and Congregational Support: We know that social distancing can feel lonely and we want to 
continue to connect and check on each other as a faith family. During this time, we are setting up “Fairlington 
Companions in Christ,” an opportunity for you to be partnered with someone else in our church family to stay in 
touch via phone. If you would like to be connected with someone, let us know and we will make that happen. 
Beginning on Monday, we will be organizing small groups via Zoom so that we can continue to grow and be 
together even if it is via online. Be on the lookout for an email at the beginning of next week with details. 
 
Financial Stewardship: We are called to live in hope and to share this hope with the world. One of the ways 
we do this is through our gifts. We want to make the invitation for you to continue practicing generosity, even in 
these times of being apart. Know that your staff and clergy are still working, our building is still accruing costs, 
ministries that we support continue, and your gifts help continue these. Also, our practice of generosity helps 
us to connect to something bigger than ourselves. Here is a number that you can text to give: 703.454.8702. If 
it is your first time, it just takes a second to set it up. You can also give on-line: 
www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate. As always, you can send checks in the mail, or drop them off at the 
church - whatever works for you. We also know that you might not have as much as usual because of 
changing finances. Give what you can.   
 

https://fairlingtonumc.org/worship/watch-or-listen-to-a-service
https://fairlingtonumc.org/connect/bulletinsnewsletters
https://gratefulness.org/light-a-candle/
devon@fairlingtonumc.org
http://www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate


Our Commitment: The days ahead hold uncertainty and will certainly create larger disruptions to much more 
than local church activities. We will be attentive to the impact on the most vulnerable in our communities, as 
they will surely feel the greatest impact, simply because they may not have as many options (food, housing, 
medical care, childcare) for dealing with the fast and changing upheavals present in this situation. Fairlington 
UMC is called on to continue in ministry, responding with strength through grace during this global/local crisis.  
 
Social Responsibility: We are called to love our neighbors and, in this case, loving others means staying 
home and practicing “social distancing”. This is a challenging time and we will face it together with strength, 
compassion, and courage. We all have physical and spiritual needs. We want our response to protect physical 
health and also provide for spiritual nourishment. Our human family’s connectedness is both a vulnerability and 
a blessing. We will continue to provide virtual resources for faith formation and engagement, and at the same 
time we will do our best to distance ourselves socially to slow down the pandemic and also identify ways to 
mobilize care for those who become sick. To learn more about how the decisions we are making might help 
“flatten the curve” of the pandemic and reduce its spread see the difference community mitigation can make 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tarahaelle/2020/03/13/why-everything-is-closing-for-coronavirus-its-called-
flattening-the-curve/#5fd7cfd6e2b1. To stay informed the following links provide current, reliable information 
about the pandemic: www.alexandriava.gov/Health, https://health.arlingtonva.us/public-health/ and 
www.cdc.gov. 
 
Stay in Touch. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to Janine Howard, Devon Earle, or Christian White with 
needs, concerns, or ways the church can be helpful to you in this uncertain time. You can always reach us at 
the on-call number. Dial 703.671.8557 and then press 9. 
 
If you know someone in our church community who does not have email or online access, please reach out to 
them and share these updates.  
 
Let all we do be done in love. 
 
Anne Wilson, Council Chair wilsanne@gmail.com 
Rev. Janine Howard, Senior Pastor, janine@fairlingtonumc.org 
Rev. Devon Earle, Associate Pastor, devon@fairlingtonumc.org 
Rev. Christian White, Minister of Congregational Family Life, christian@fairlingtonumc.org 
 
All activities have been canceled or postponed through March 30. (Zoom meeting options are available. If you 
are uncertain about the status of any activity please call the church office at 703.671.8557). 
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