
January 31, 2021 at 11am                                                                                   Congregation reads the bold print out loud. 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany                                                         For technical assistance, please call 703.951.7094 

     Hymn or UMH = United Methodist Hymnal      Hymns are also included in this packet.            TFWS = The Faith We Sing 
   

 

We Gather in Praise  
 

Words of Welcome 

 
Prelude                                               My Jesus, I Love Thee                                Setting, Zach Unke  
  
 
Call to Worship 

 

Beloved, we are called to love God as God loves us.  
We are to love one another as siblings in Christ.   
Through our baptism, we remember God’s love.   
Through our witness, we share God’s love.   
Come, let us worship God whose love was revealed in Jesus Christ.  
Come, Holy Spirit and perfect us in God’s love!                                     ~Adapted from Gathered by Love by Lavon Bayler  

 
 
Hymn 388                                    O Come and Dwell in Me                             Words: Charles Wesley, 1762 
                                                                                                                                                          ST.  MICHAEL 
  

Opening Prayer 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;   
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;   
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is doubt, faith;   
Where there is despair, hope;   
Where there is darkness, light,   
And where there is sadness joy.  
O Divine [One],   
Grant that I may not so much seek   
To be consoled as to console;  
To be understood, as to understand,  
To be loved, as to love;  
For it is in giving that we receive,   
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,   
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
We Listen for God’s Voice  

  
Epistle Reading                                           John 4:16b-20                                                     Clint Janes 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God!  
                             



Sung Response 3117 Rule of Life 18th cent. aphorism, attr. to John Wesley 

Gospel Reading       Luke 10:25-37       Jim Dooley 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 

Sung Response 3117, see above. Rule of Life   18th cent. aphorism, attr. to John Wesley 

Let the Children Come 

Meditation         
Chenda Innis Lee 

We Respond with Joy 

Call to Prayer Hymn 561, v.6      Jesus, United by Thy Grace    Words: Charles Wesley, 1742 
ST. AGNES

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

Invitation to the Offering    text: 703.454.8702  or go to  

www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate 

  Perfect Love

http://www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate
http://www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate


Offertory  This Little Light of Mine African American Spiritual 
Soloist: Jaanaiya Lee 

Offertory Prayer  

Dedication of the Gifts UMH 94    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  LASST UNS EFREUEN 

We Go to Serve
Hymn 554  All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord     Words: Charles Wesley, 1747 

ARMENIA 

Dismissal with Blessing 

Postlude          Sonatina, HWV 585  G. F. Handel 

 A white rose was on display in honor of 
Oswald “Ozzie” Welsh, who passed away January 24. His memorial service will be live-streamed 
on Tuesday, February 2 at 12:25pm. For further information, including his obituary and a place to 
write tributes, click on:  https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/obituaries/Oswald-Welsh/. 

Willard Spalding, Laura Lee Dooley’s father, who passed away on Sunday, January 24. 

Prayers from January 24 
Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift up prayer requests that were submitted the previous 

Sunday. Please send your prayer requests to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org, or contact the church office or your 
pastors with your prayer requests 703.671.8557. 

Chris, Angeline and their children on the loss of Chris’ mother Janet 
Sharda who is on a ventilator in Kansas City fighting COVID 
Steve who is home from Johns Hopkins and his family 
Carol who recently lost her friend Jerry to COVID 

Steve during his continued job search, Bill and the Briggs family, Kevin and Karl, Kimberly, LaToya and Kenneth, 
Tracy and Ruby Lynn, Ellen and family, Greg, Julie and Natalie; Kathy, Jenifer, Claudia, Bethany, Judith, John, 
Janet, Mike, Peggy, Wayne, Andrew, Suzanne, Lorraine, Betsy and family, Tim, Pam, Karen, Marian and Heidi, 
Susan and Breanne, Kim and Rufus, Patty and family, Bev and Jeremy, Shawn, Kathy, Emily, Rev. Bennett,  
Tom and Marge, Rob, Russell, Margaret, Mikey, Kathleen and Debra, Flor and family, Gigi, Marilyn, Kathy, Kurt, 
Brian, Kevin, David, Buck, Shelley, Tara and her son Wheeler, Marilyn, Kathy, 
the family and loved ones of 13 year-old Angie, who was found after being missing for four days in Johnston, Iowa, 
Art and all those ill with COVID. 

Fairlington UMC is a Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors. We proclaim 
and welcome every person as a beloved child of God regardless of age, race, physical or mental ability, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, family structure, faith history, or life experience. 

https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/obituaries/Oswald-Welsh/










December 20, 2020

January 31, 2021

TO THE FAIRLINGTON FAMILY FROM YOUR STAFF 
PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Over the past few weeks, our associate pastor, Rev. Chenda Innis Lee, has 
received two anonymous letters criticizing her appearance in racist and sexist 
language. Our lead pastor, Janine Howard, also received a copy of the second 
directed to Rev. Lee. Both letters are attached, along with a statement from Janine.

As a united Staff Parish Relations Committee, we stand as one in denouncing the 
bigoted and sexist language contained therein. Comments like this are not 
acceptable and will not be tolerated at Fairlington UMC. These attitudes do not 
reflect the values of this faith community and who we want to be as followers of 
Christ. This behavior is incompatible with Christian teaching and our church’s 
reconciling statement. 

We recognize the harm this has caused to Rev. Lee and we stand with her. We 
celebrate the unique gifts that she brings to us and recognize her as a blessing to 
our congregation. We do not expect any pastor who comes to our church to try to “fit 
in” but know that God calls each of us to be our authentic selves. This is a jolt to the 
congregation and everything we stand for. We have work to do and will recommit 
ourselves to intersectional justice. 

We will end with our reconciling statement as a reminder and challenge to us all to 
strive to fully live out this statement:

FUMC proclaims without reservation God’s unconditional love and 
grace and affirms the dignity and worth of every person as created in the 
image of God. We re-commit to extend Christ’s gospel hospitality, creating 
a place of safety and spiritual sanctuary for all people, including and 
especially those that lead us. Therefore, this community of faith welcomes 
with open arms into membership, participation and leadership all persons 
regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, marital status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, economic background, political 
affiliation, physical or mental ability, faith history, or life experience.

Let us reaffirm the declaration: "As God loves us, so let us love one another.”

Signed by SPRC Committee:
Val Berry (chair), Floyd Baker, Rolf Blank, Caren Eirkson, Mark Elder, 

Alyssa Glomb, Maureen Hatcher, Tracy Jefferson, Ashley Moore, Tom Przystawik 
and Chuck Raasch

Letter from Pastor 
Janine Howard:
Fairlington United Methodist
Church members and friends,
We have a problem. One
member of our staff has been
targeted with bullying behavior
that is laden with coded
language about ethnicity and
gender. As the lead pastor
responsible for the health and
well-being of all our staff, I am
calling out this pattern of abuse
and urging the congregation to
heed the appeal of our
Staff/Parish Relations Com-
mittee as they communicate
and suggest a course of
action. While acts of
aggression against Reverend
Lee (and, tangentially towards
me) have been carried out from
a cowardly posture of
anonymity, we can take action.
I hope you will follow my lead in
resisting all forms of evil,
manifest in word or deed. We
must allow the voices of those
who have been injured to
speak truth to us, even if it is
troubling and causes us to
question who we are. It is clear
that some part of “who we are”
is not bearing witness to the
aspirations of our faith
community or our Recon-ciling
Statement. I offer you the
pastoral care and safe space to
share your own thoughts and
feelings during this time of
great pain in the life of our
church. --Janine Howard

Letter received after the December 6 Service

> Letter received after the January 10 service >



Conditions related to Covid19 have brought about a sharpened focus on our technological needs in 
the sanctuary. To improve and sustain our online experience and future in-church experience, Fairlington UMC is 
asking for much needed additional financial gifts. Improvements will cost in the vicinity of $65,000 (includes 
installation). These items are not in the 2021 budget. For more information, please contact the Integrated AV-IT 
Task Force, (office@fairlingtonumc.org ).

For online giving please list on Other: AV/Tech. If mailing a check indicate AVTech on the check memo line.

Your valentine contribution helps Fairlington cover the 
purchase of these items!

mailto:office@fairlingtonumc.org


Join us for a nine-week study of Laudato Si: Caring for Our Common Home, the 
groundbreaking encyclical letter by Pope Francis on climate issues and a faith-based 
response. The study explores the Christian tenets that support stewardship of all living 
things and implications for our Christian witness. We will also interweave John Wesley’s 
writings that support environmental justice. Anne Wilson will facilitate. The study will be 
offered via Zoom. The July 15, 2015 edition* of the book is available in paperback or 
kindle format on Amazon. Register now and receive your zoom coordinates. 
Contact    Pastor Christian White  christian@fairlingtonumc.org.

Now in Session! Join Anytime!
The Wednesday Morning Study Group

10:30 to 11:30am

“We moved to this area last year from Indiana to be near to our 
daughter and granddaughter. Fairlington UMC has offered us a 
sense of belonging to a new church home. Although COVID-19 
has limited our involvement, we value our new connections 
through the women’s Bible Study group, the men’s group 
activities, and the Zoom church services, which serve as a 
spiritual lifeline. We especially appreciate the opportunity to meet 
the needs of the community around us through the church‘s 
commitment to outreach and mission work. ”

--Janet & Kent Reed

“I really enjoy connecting to the FUMC community through ushering.
In my 10 years as a member of FUMC, I've had the pleasure of serving 
both as a greeter for several years and then as an usher for the 9:30 
service. Saying good morning to the Fairlington Framily as you enter the 
building for service or Sunday school puts me in a good mood to start 
the day and a new week.”                        --Christine Pollack



bath rugs & mats mixing bowls

bath towels & washcloths pillows & cases

blankets plates, dishes, bowls

blenders potholders

coffee makers pots, pans, skillets

cooking utensils serving plates, bowls

crockpots sheets (all sizes)

flatware storage containers

glasses, cups, mugs strainers

juicers tea kettles

kitchen knives throw rugs (not area rugs)

kitchen towels & washcloths toasters

measuring cups, spoons trash cans (small to medium)

microwave ovens vacuum cleaners

Saturday, February 6 ALIVE! Housewares Collection Day
Houseware donations will be accepted as needed at the contactless drive-through collection day on 
Saturday, February 6, 2021 from 8:30 am – 11:30 am in the FUMC main parking lot.  ALIVE! 
Housewares Program is an FUMC partnership and proudly accepts donations in good condition from the 
following list of items.*

*Donations of other items are not accepted and volunteers decide on-site whether a donation can 
be accepted. Please do not bring broken, torn, or damaged items.



Fairlington United Methodist Church
3900 King Street / Alexandria VA/ 22302/703.671.8557 / 

info@fairlingtonumc.org https://www.fairlingtonumc.org/
www.facebook.com/FairlingtonUMC

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, janine@fairlingtonumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Chenda Innis Lee, chenda@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White, christian@fairlingtonumc.org 

Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson, 703.671.4057 louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster-Gillespie A/V Production Support: Jacob Souza  

Youth Programs: youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Office Manager: Michelle Tello, michelle@fairlingtonumc.org 

Calendar/Building Use: office@fairlingtonumc.org
Assistant for Publications: Eileen Joyner, eileen@fairlingtonumc.org Preschool 

Director: Carol Keller, 703.671.3939 preschool@fairlingtonumc.org 
Custodian: Yosias Hagos

Fairlington UMC 
is a Reconciling 
Congregation 
with open hearts, 
open minds, and 
open doors. We 
proclaim and 
welcome every 
person as a 
beloved child of 
God regardless 
of age, race, 
physical or 
mental ability, 
sexual 
orientation, 
gender identity, 
family structure, 
faith history, or 
life experience.

10:00am - 11:00am Our Journey on the Way via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am - 12:00pm SUNDAY Worship  ONLINE Janine@fairlingtonumc.org

7:30pm - 8:30pm Women's Small Group Meeting christian@fairlingtonumc.org

7:30pm - 8:15pm
FUWM Discussion Group: The 
Agitators: Episode 5

KarleneMasters@hotmail.com

8:30am - 11:30am
ALIVE - Housewares Collection 
Day Main Parking Lot

jlaayers@gmail.com

10:00am - 11:00am Our Journey on the Way via Zoom christian@fairlingtonumc.org

11:00am - 12:00pm SUNDAY Worship  ONLINE janine@fairlingtonumc.org

Thurs, Feb 4   Coat Collection Postponed

Tues, Feb 2

Wed, Feb 3  Coat Collection Postponed

Mon, Feb 1

Sun, Jan 31

Fri, Feb 5

Sat, Feb 6

Sun, Feb 7

mailto:info@fairlingtonumc.org
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