
It is not unusual for a clergyperson to be asked about how they

“decided” to follow a calling in a church vocation. These questions are

as likely to come from those outside of faith community experiences

as within. Curiosity, it seems, is the benign motivation for these

conversations.

What if we started asking similar questions of every baptized person?

After all, Methodism developed as a lay-led movement within the

Church of England. How could we stimulate thinking about the

connections between our faith and other aspects of our lives, like our

professions? We are all called.

By understanding our own sense of call, and response to it, we can better live out our deep commitment to justice, peace and

inclusion. As our denominational mission statement says, we are invited into discipleship “for the transformation of the world”.

The Winter Worship Series will explore these thoughts, with participation from clergy and laity alike.

Reverend Christian White will launch the series on January 9th, Baptism of the Lord Sunday. The congregation is invited to

contemplate the words of St. Paul (above) as we all reaffirm our baptismal vows.

For more information, please contact either Janine Howard (janine@fairlingtonumc.org) or  Christian White 

(christian@fairlingtonumc.org). The phone number is 703.671.8557.

Sundays in January

9am Communion Service in the Chapel

bring your own bread & juice

11am Worship Service

in Church and Online

A Red Rose is displayed in honor of the birth of Amelia Rose Lehr on January 4. She is the

daughter of Matt & Lindsay Lehr and the granddaughter of Susan Fredenburg.

A White Rose is displayed in memory of Reverend Diana May Elder, who died January 4.
She is Mark Elder’s mother.

Prayers from January 2
Carol, Stuart, Sam, The Taylor Family, Brenda, a neighbor in need, John, Joe, Virginia, Jackie, Jenny, Virginia, Mercia, Alana, David, Tura, 

Shirley, Steve, Don, Judy, Margaret, Lillian, Charles, Jason, Mary, Chucky, Ursula, Bernie, Lorraine, Stan, Brian, John, Suzanne, Doris, 

Wayne, healthcare workers, EMTs, firefighters, police officers, Linda, Delores, Mike and family, Flor and family, Kathleen and Debra, 

Sandy, Donald, Madison, Mike and Leo, Sue, Rick, Pat, Margaret, Paul, Jan.

Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift up prayer requests that were submitted the previous Sunday. 

Please send your prayer requests by 8am Sunday for inclusion in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org

or contact the church office or your pastors at 703.671.8557
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On January 1, the City of Alexandria, along with 

Arlington and Fairfax Counties, will charge a 

5-cent per bag tax on disposable plastic bags from

grocery, convenience, and drug stores. To reduce

plastics and assist low-income households for whom

the new tax on plastic bags is one more hardship

FUMC will begin collecting reusable bags for the

ALIVE! food distributions that occur on the 3rd

Saturday of each month. If you have or can purchase

reusable bags with sturdy handles that can safely hold

about 20 pounds of groceries, please place them in

the big box in the Narthex. There will be a sample bag

attached to the box. New sturdy brown bags are also

acceptable. The next ALIVE! food distribution date at

FUMC is Saturday, January 15 at 8 am.

For more information, contact Anne Wilson,

wilsanne@gmail.com.

Last Days to View A Celebration of Trees Now Showing in the Wilderness Habitat across the Street thru 
January 9. Do you need a lighthearted post-Christmas activity? Join the FUMC Caring for Creation Team in observing The 

12 Days of Christmas: a Celebration of Trees.  Go the FUMC habitat/wilderness across the street and enjoy a slightly 

different version of the holiday song. Just follow the signs!

Kneedful Knitters is back and will be meeting next week - Thursday, January 13th from 10am to noon in the 

Parlor. Knitters engage in charity knitting and crochet projects that are distributed through the Yarn Crafters Club to several 

local agencies & grade schools. Completed items are welcome as well as donations of yarn - especially acrylic. All items 

must be washable. Any questions - please email Barbara Keyser at barbarakeyser57@gmail.com.
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