
January 3rd – Epiphany Sunday Reverend Chenda Innis Lee, worship leader

January 10th – Baptism of the Lord Sunday (Recognition of Church Leadership) 
Reverend Christian White, worship leader 

January 17th – Worship Series: Submitting to be More Vile
Introduction to the John and Charles Wesley Family; 
Reverend Janine Howard, worship leader

January 24th – Worship Series continues.  Absorbing our Faith through 
Hymnody Reverend Janine Howard, worship leader

January 31st – Worship Series continues. Reverend Chenda Innis Lee, worship 
leader

February 7th – Worship Series continues. Reverend Janine Howard, worship 
leader

February 14th – Worship Series continues. Reverend Christian White, worship 
leader

Ash Wednesday is on February 17. Schedule for Sundays in Lent will be published soon.
Worship Series Information We are going to have a little fun exploring Wesleyan 
history, tradition and practice, using Submitting to Be More Vile as a resource. The 
book is billed as “… the illustrated adventures of John and Charles Wesley, 
authored/drawn by Reverend Charlie Baber, a Deacon in the Virginia Annual 
Conference. “ (We hope to have Charlie make a guest appearance sometime during the 
course of the series.)
Charlie’s book is available from a number of sellers (ISBN-13: 978-1-5018-8947-9), if 
you want to have it on hand. We are encouraging our small groups to use it as a guide 
for their gatherings this winter. By the way, the title comes from a phrase used by John 
Wesley. Find out more by following our series!

Pictured: the Wesley brothers



   Please email your prayer requests by 9am Sunday to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org 

 

We Gather in Praise 
 
Words of Welcome 

 
Prelude                                 Prélude sur l’introït de l’Épiphanie                    Maurice Duruflé 
 

 
call to WorshiP  
 

Since the beginning, God has been relentlessly pursuing us in love.  
Though our faithfulness ebbs and flows, God’s love endures forever.  
Taking on flesh like ours, God became one with humanity in the person of Jesus Christ. 
God lived and moved and ministered in the margins of power.  
God incarnate was not what we expected. We still struggle to recognize God with us. 
And yet, God continues to dwell in our midst.  
O come, let us adore him; Jesus Christ, the Lord.                                                                  www.enfleshed.com 

 
hymn 87                                   What Gift Can We Bring                                   ANNIVERSARY SONG 

 
oPeninG Prayer  

 

O LORD our God, your glory shines as far as the east is from the west, from the north to the south, so that 
all people may see and be radiant, so that every heart might thrill and rejoice.  Guide us on our 
discipleship journey in Christ. Overwhelm us with the joy of your presence that we may receive your love 
that reaches out to gather us all into your embrace. In your triune name we pray. Amen.  

 
We listen for God’s Voice 

 
Prayer for illumination 

 

O God of wonder, as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, illuminating the place where Jesus was, 
so now may the light of your Holy Spirit shine in our hearts and minds as the Word is read and 
proclaimed. Amen.  

 
hebreW scriPture                             Isaiah 60:1-6                                                  Nancy Ruel 

The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

January 3, 2021 at 11am                                                                                    Congregation reads the bold print out loud. 
Epiphany Sunday                                                                                   For technical assistance, please call 703.951.7094. 
Hymn or UMH = United Methodist Hymnal       TFWS = The Faith We Sing            Hymns are also included in this packet. 
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3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. [Refrain] 
 
4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 
 
5 Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 

hymn 254                                   We Three Kings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GosPel lesson                                    John 1:1-4, 14-18 
The Word of God for God’s People.  Thanks be to God! 

 
sharinG With children 
 
meditation                                       Grace Upon Grace 

Chenda Innis Lee 
 

We resPond With Joy 
 
call to Prayer  
hymn 247, V.2                   O Morning Star How Fair and Bright       WIE SCHON LEUCHTET DER MORGENSTERN 
 
Prayers of the PeoPle         

 
the lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
inVitation to the offerinG                                                      Text: 703.454.8702  or go to 

  www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate  
 

offertory                                       Stantipes                                 Anonymous (ca. 1350) 
 
dedication of the Gifts  
hymn 219, V.3                                               What Child Is This                                        GREENSLEEVES 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
come, peasant, king, to own him; 
the King of kings salvation brings, 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
(Refrain) This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary. 

  

1 We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
2 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

http://www.fairlingtonumc.org/give/donate
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Prayer after the offerinG  

 

Through Christ, we have received an abundance of grace, that we might share with others the 
boundless riches of God’s far reaching love. Use us, O God, and these gifts for your plans and 
purposes so that others will experience good tidings of comfort and joy. Amen.  

 

We Go to serVe 
 
closinG hymn 245                          The First Noel 
1 The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 
 

 
 
dismissal With blessinG 
 
Postlude                                     In Thee Is Gladness                      Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

3 And by the light of that same star 
three Wise Men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 
 
4 This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 
 
5 Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 
and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain] 

 
Prayers from sunday, december 27, 2020 

 
Roger, Joel, Laura, Marilyn, Mel and his family, Joe, Donald, Warren, Leslie, Meredith, 
Katherine, Kathleen and Debra, Flor and family, Nadia and family, Pat and Terri, Jim, 
Mike, Ann, Karen, Tim, Gwen and family, David, Peggy, Karen, Linda, Koni, David, 

Buck, Kurt, Bev, Tricia, Jenni, Kathy, Kristie, Claudia, Bethany, Judith, Janet, Susan,  
Bill and the Briggs Family, Kevin and Karl, Ellen and family, the Noland family, 

Tracy and Ruby, Chadd and Laura, for our clergy and staff, 
for Richard & family at the death of his mother; 

for those traveling; for those living in fear and alone during this pandemic; 
for Bill who died this morning and his wife Pat, daughter Cindy and son Bill; 

for Cindy who is still recovering at home with Covid; 
for our daughter Karen, a Covid nurse; 

for healing for our country and for all those serving on the front line. 



What Gift Can We Bring 





continued, next page  



Morning Star,  verse 2, continued 



What Child Is This 
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