
God and the Gay Christian Book Study—Week 3 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church – October 16 to November 13 

 

Responsive Reading - Psalm 46 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the 

earth should change, though the 

mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam, though 

the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad 

the city of God, the holy habitation of the 

Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not 

be moved; God will help it when the 

morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms 

totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of 

Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the LORD; see 

what desolations he has brought on the 

earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the 

earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the 

spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

“Be still, and know that I am God! 

I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted 

in the earth.” 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 



 

Introduction 

The subject of same-sex marriage and inclusivity of LGBT people is an important one for our 

church and denomination, and it is crucial that people feel equipped to have a healthy dialogue. 

We also want to acknowledge that conversations about LGBT issues in the church can be 

difficult. Wherever you are coming from, we want to acknowledge how welcome you are in this 

discussion.  

Questions for Discussion 

Vines asks:  What exactly was the sin of Sodom?  Does Scripture teach that Sodom and 

Gomorrah were destroyed because of God’s wrath against same-sex relations?  And if not, 

how have so many people come to believe that for so long? (p. 60)  After reading this 

chapter, how do you think Vines would answer these questions.  What are your thoughts on 

these questions? 

Vines suggests the abominations of the book of Leviticus relating to diet, fabrics, male 

circumcision, sex during a woman’s menstrual period, charging interest on loans, and 

haircuts have been largely discarded by Christians through the centuries.  (pp. 78-81)  Do 

you agree with Vines, and if so, why do you think this is the case?  By contrast, the 

abominations relating to sexual conduct have largely been retained.  Why or on what basis 

is this the case? 

According to Vines, how did the patriarchal society of Bible times, and the accompanying 

subordinate status of women, influence views on male same-sex relations? (pp. 86-90)  

What are your thoughts about this? 

How does Vines interpret Romans 1:26-27?   

Vines argues there is a substantial difference between the type of behavior condemned by 

Paul and the intimate, committed relationships of gay Christians, what are your thoughts 

about this argument? 

 

What new questions and/or insights have you gained from these readings and our 

discussion tonight? 

 

Remaining Schedule for Readings and Discussion 

Week 4: November 6; Chapters 7-8 

Week 5: November 13; Chapters 9-10 


