
God and the Gay Christian Book Study—Week 5 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church – October 16 to November 13 

 

Responsive Reading - Psalm 98 

O sing to the LORD a new song,  
for he has done marvelous things.  

His right hand and his holy arm  
have gotten him victory.  

The LORD has made known his victory;  
he has revealed his vindication in the 

sight of the nations.  
He has remembered his steadfast love and 

faithfulness  
to the house of Israel.  

All the ends of the earth have seen  
the victory of our God.  

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the 
earth;  

break forth into joyous song and sing 
praises.  

Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,  
with the lyre and the sound of 

melody.  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn  

make a joyful noise before the King, 
the LORD.  

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
the world and those who live in it.  

Let the floods clap their hands;  
let the hills sing together for joy  

at the presence of the LORD, 
for he is coming  

to judge the earth.  
He will judge the world with 

righteousness,  
and the peoples with equity.  

 

Introduction 

The subject of same-sex marriage and inclusivity of LGBT people is an important one for our 

church and denomination, and it is crucial that people feel equipped to have a healthy dialogue. We 

also want to acknowledge that conversations about LGBT issues in the church can be difficult. 

Wherever you are coming from, we want to acknowledge how welcome you are in this discussion.  

Questions for Discussion 

 What do you think it means when the Bible teaches that men and women are made in 

God’s image (Genesis 1:27; James 3:9)? How does this understanding shape how you 

value and treat yourself and others? 

 

 

 Non-affirming Christians often think of same-sex orientation as a mere code word for 

disordered or sinful sexual desires, but that perspective overlooks a critical aspect of 

what it means to be gay. Sexual orientation involves much more than just sexual 

attraction. For both gay and straight people, it also encompasses our capacity to channel 

our physical attractions into lifelong covenant with another person. . . . That covenant-

keeping capacity is essential to who we are as creatures in God’s image (p.156).  

If true, what implications would this have for same-sex relationships? 



 If sexual orientation is fixed at birth, then what fundamental challenges exist for gay 

people in reflecting the image of God if all same-sex behavior is forbidden? 

 

 

 Do you agree with Vines that, “if the church were to bless committed same-sex unions 

for gay Christians, we would advance God’s sanctifying purposes for their lives” (p. 162)? 

Talk about it. 

 

 

 What will you take away from this study? What will your next steps be? 

 

 

 Would you like to see a change in how your church engages with LGBT people? If so, 

what would be your best scenario? 

 

 

 

 

Schedule for readings and discussion 

Week 1: October 16 Introduction through Chapter 1 

Week 2: October 23 Chapters 2-3 

Week 3: October 30 Chapters 4-6 

Week 4: November 6 Chapters 7-8 

Week 5: November 13 Chapters 9-10 


