
God and the Gay Christian Book Study—Week 4 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church – October 16 to November 13 

 

Responsive Reading - Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—  

from where will my help come?  

My help comes from the LORD,  

who made heaven and earth.  

He will not let your foot be moved;  

he who keeps you will not slumber.  

He who keeps Israel  

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your keeper;  

the LORD is your shade at your right 

hand.  

The sun shall not strike you by day,  

nor the moon by night.  

The LORD will keep you from all evil;  

he will keep your life.  

The LORD will keep  

your going out and your coming in  

from this time on and forevermore.  
 

Introduction 

The subject of same-sex marriage and inclusivity of LGBT people is an important one for our 

church and denomination, and it is crucial that people feel equipped to have a healthy dialogue. We 

also want to acknowledge that conversations about LGBT issues in the church can be difficult. 

Wherever you are coming from, we want to acknowledge how welcome you are in this discussion.  

Questions for Discussion 

 Have you at any time feared that a choice, thought, or behavior of yours would exclude 

you from the Kingdom of God? If so, talk about it. 

 

 

 Chapter 7 centers on a study of two New Testament words: malakoi and arsenokoitai. 

Though Vines is not a scholar of ancient biblical languages, he lays out an argument 

that the two words have been misinterpreted in modern English translations, drawing 

from a worldview different than the original author/readers. What is your response to 

Vines’ argument? Was there something he could have done to make his case more 

persuasive for you? 

“Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, 
male prostitutes [malakoi], sodomites [arsenokoitai], thieves, the greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit 
the kingdom of God. And this is what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11, NRSV)  

“Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately. This means understanding that the law is laid down not for the 
innocent but for the lawless and disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their 
father or mother, for murderers, fornicators, sodomites [arsenokoitais], slave traders, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is 
contrary to the sound teaching that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.” (1 Timothy 
1:8–11, NRSV)  



 The institution of Christian marriage is many things and has many qualities for the 

wellbeing of human society. Make a list of those qualities. Which of those qualities 

would you place at the core of Christian marriage? 

 

 

 If marriage is viewed primarily as a path to completing oneself, then it risks becoming 

self-absorbed. Marriage is designed to be a human reflection of the only love that offers 

true completion: God’s love for us in Christ (p. 147). In your view, what is the inherent 

potential of personal differences for showing God’s love in a marriage? 

 

 

 How has your reading of Vines changed your understanding of marriage in general and 

same-sex marriage in particular? 

 

 

 As you look back on what you’ve read so far, how would you describe your mental, 

emotional, and spiritual response to what Vines has presented? 

a) I feel biblically affirmed in my views, and set free from misconceptions that have 

burdened me. 

b) I find myself arguing at nearly every turn. I think the basis of this disagreement is 

probably ______________. 

c) I have experienced a significant shift from what I used to believe to what I believe 

now. 

d) I’m still deciding. I don’t know what I believe yet. 

 

Schedule for readings and discussion 

Week 1: October 16 Introduction through Chapter 1 

Week 2: October 23 Chapters 2-3 

Week 3: October 30 Chapters 4-6 

Week 4: November 6 Chapters 7-8 

Week 5: November 13 Chapters 9-10 


