
God and the Gay Christian Book Study—Week 2 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church – October 16 to November 13 

 

Responsive Reading - Psalm 139 (selections) 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me.  
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path and my lying down,  

and are acquainted with all my ways.  
Even before a word is on my tongue,  

O LORD, you know it completely.  
You hem me in, behind and before,  

and lay your hand upon me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

it is so high that I cannot attain it.  
Where can I go from your spirit?  

Or where can I flee from your presence?  
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;  

if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  
If I take the wings of the morning  

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  
even there your hand shall lead me,  

and your right hand shall hold me fast.  
For it was you who formed my inward parts;  

you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.  

Wonderful are your works;  
that I know very well.  

My frame was not hidden from you,  
when I was being made in secret,  

intricately woven in the depths of the 
earth.  

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  
In your book were written  

all the days that were formed for me,  
when none of them as yet existed.  

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  
How vast is the sum of them!  

I try to count them—they are more than the 
sand;  

I come to the end—I am still with you.  

 

Introduction 

The subject of same-sex marriage and inclusivity of LGBT people is an important one for our 

church and denomination, and it is crucial that people feel equipped to have a healthy dialogue. We 

also want to acknowledge that conversations about LGBT issues in the church can be difficult. 

Wherever you are coming from, we want to acknowledge how welcome you are in this discussion.  

Questions for Discussion 

 Vines asks: Does new information we have about homosexuality also warrant a 

reinterpretation of Scripture? (p. 25) What are your thoughts about this? 

 

 

 According to Vines, countless Christian parents, like his father, have changed their 

minds on the issue of homosexuality after a careful study of Scripture. Ironically, this is 

why many non-affirming Christians are reluctant to engage in a closer study. (p. 30) Why 

do you think this is so? 



 If we want to learn how ancient writings would originally have been understood, then we 

have to set aside modern paradigms in favor of ancient ways of thinking. (p. 36) What 

are the benefits and challenges of this? What have you learned about sexual orientation 

in the ancient world from chapter 2? How do they differ from our modern understanding 

of sexual orientation? 

 

 

 What are your thoughts about Vines’ belief that in the story of Adam and Eve it is their 

sameness, not their differences, that forms the basis of their marriage (p. 46)? 

 

 

 Why does Vines believe that mandatory life-long celibacy for all LGBT persons is 

harmful and contrary to biblical understandings of celibacy? 

 

 

 What new questions and/or insights have you gained from these readings and our 

discussion tonight? 

 

 

Schedule for readings and discussion 

Week 1: October 16 Introduction through Chapter 1 

Week 2: October 23 Chapters 2-3 

Week 3: October 30 Chapters 4-6 

Week 4: November 6 Chapters 7-8 

Week 5: November 13 Chapters 9-10 


