
God and the Gay Christian Book Study—Week 1 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church – October 16 to November 13 

 

Responsive Reading - Psalm 19 

1The heavens are telling the glory of God; and 

the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night 

to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 

their voice is not heard; 
4 yet their voice goes out through all the 

earth, and their words to the end of the 

world. 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes forth like a bridegroom leaving 

his chamber, and like a strong man runs its 

course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

and its circuit to the end of them; and 

there is nothing hid from its heat. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the 

soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing the heart; the commandment of 

the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for 

ever; the ordinances of the LORD are true, and 

righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold; sweeter also than 

honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned; in 

keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern his errors? Clear 

thou me from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back thy servant also from 

presumptuous sins; let them not have 

dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, 

and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be acceptable in 

thy sight, O LORD, my rock and my 

redeemer. 

 

Introduction 

We are going to spend the next five weeks reading through and talking about Matthew Vines’ book, 

God and the Gay Christian. Thank you for taking the time to reflect on this book with us, as part of 

our “third way” discussions we began just over one year ago. The subject of same-sex marriage and 

inclusivity of LGBT people is an important one for our church and denomination, and it is crucial 

that people feel equipped to have a healthy dialogue. We also want to acknowledge that 

conversations about LGBT issues in the church can be fraught with anxiety. You may feel surprised 

by what we’re talking about, or wonder what’s taken so long. You may be a member of the LGBT 

community, or you may not have any close friends who are LGBT. Wherever you are coming from, 

we want to acknowledge how welcome you are in this discussion.  



Questions for Discussion 

 Why have you chosen to take part in this discussion? What do you hope to gain? 

 

 

 How can we can create a safe and nurturing environment for one another as we explore 

sensitive and controversial subject matter? 

 

 

 How have these conversations at St. Andrew shaped your thinking on the topic of the 

church’s recognition of same-sex relationships? 

 

 

 How have these conversations at St. Andrew informed your thoughts on what it means 

to be part of a theologically diverse body of believers? 

 

 

 Vines’ thesis is this: Christians who affirm the full authority of Scripture can also affirm 

committed, monogamous same-sex relationships (p. 3). What would you look for in his 

book to determine if his work supports his thesis? 

 

 

 Do you agree with Vines that experience can play a role in causing Christians to rethink 

their interpretation of Scripture? 

 

 

Schedule for readings and discussion 

Week 1: October 16 Introduction through Chapter 1 

Week 2: October 23 Chapters 2-3 

Week 3: October 30 Chapters 4-6 

Week 4: November 6 Chapters 7-8 

Week 5: November 13 Chapters 9-10 


