
Rooted in Faith | Growing to Serve Messenger   |   June/July 2023

4 5
ROOTED IN FAITH &

 GROW
ING TOW

ARD THE FUTURE
STUDENT MINISTRY IS FOCUSED ON BIBLE STUDY, NOT BIBLE QUIZZES
It’s just about the end of my first program year at St. Andrew, and because 
we run everything off of the academic calendar, I thought it would be a great 
time for a review of the year in Student Ministries. It’s been a fun start for us, 
filled with night games, meals, fellowship, overnighters, Bible study, and so 
much more! Often what you might hear about Student Ministry are the big 
events, not what we are doing week-to-week, so I wanted to put the spotlight 
on our Bible studies and the goal(s) of that time with students.

Bible study can sometimes have the feel of an information download. 
Leaders have all this knowledge, and they are attempting to communicate in 
ways students find interesting and are able to retain. This can feel like a test- 
or quiz-based approach, as if our goal were to ensure students know a lot of 
important information.

It is certainly important to know what is in the Bible, but God isn’t in the business of quizzes, tests, 
memorization, and knowledge retention. God wants to be in relationship with us and for us to know 
who God is. To that end, we need to be intentional about how we read the Bible and how we lead 
Bible studies. The material matters, but so does the context, along with what it shows us about 
ourselves and God.

In Bible study, the knowledge that students need to know starts with the context in which a book or 
passage is written. Knowing the author, the audience, and the original meaning are crucial steps 
toward applying the Bible to our lives today. If we don’t have the understanding of how the stories, 
poetry, proverbs, and letters were read by their original audience, we are vulnerable to making the 
Bible say whatever we want.

By practicing contextual analysis, students are able to read the Bible for all it’s worth, along with 
figuring out why Christians believe what they do and where those beliefs come from. When 
students do this, they are able to apply the context of the Bible to their lives today with accuracy. 

The goal of this approach is to encourage students to make their faith personal and mature — to 
help them understand where their beliefs come from and be able to articulate why they believe. By 
doing this, we are hoping to equip them for whatever comes next in life, along with establishing a 
foundation for a faith that lasts.

Relationship building is the core of what we do in our junior high (BASIC), senior high (ETC), and 
post-high school (Flipping Tables) ministries. Our leaders know our students, love our students, 
and show up for them. We want to make sure they know that God does the same thing.
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